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INdian Diaspora in East Africa : Its ConTribuTion inN

The conference on Indian Diaspora in
East Africa: Its Contribution in Nation
Building was jointly organized by the
Indian Council for International
Cooperation (Antar Rastriya
Sahayog Parishad) and the Hindu
Council of Kenya at Nairobi on 17th
March 2023. The Chief Guest of the
conference was the Indian High
Commissioner to Kenya Dr. Namgya
Khampa and the Guest of Honours
were, Hon. Gladys Boss Shollei,
Deputy Speaker of Kenya National
Assembly; Father Mutaio, Chairman
of Inter Religious Council of Kenya
and Office Bearers of several civil
society organisations in East Africa.
Kenya Hindu Council had more than
150 affiliate organisations who, along
with others, shared the diverse role of
Indian Community in Nation Building
of East Africa. Besides the morning
plenary sessions which was
addressed by the Chief Guests and
other high dignitaries, the conference
was divided in several working
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groups to map and assess the
contributions of Indian diaspora in
diverse sectors of Kenyan and East
African Societies. It was attended by
around 200 participants who made
comprehensive presentations on
historical and current role of Indian
Diaspora in diverse sectors of
national life of Kenya and other East
African countries.

The High Commissioner of India
highlighted sterling contributions on
Indian Diaspora in Kenya from
freedom struggles times to current
days. Many Indians from Gujarat and
Punjab migrated to Kenya during late
19th century and early 20th century to
work on British railway and business
sector. They established themselves
as a significant and influential
community in the country. She said
that during 1920s and 1930s Indian
activist in Kenya, Makhan Singh, Pio
Gama Pinto, Jivanji were at the fore
front of Anti- colonial movement.

They formed alliance with local
Kenyan nationalist, including Jomo
Kenyatta, and participated actively
for decoloniasation of Kenya. Kenyan
newspapers, such as East African
Indian Nationalist and the African
Standard played a crucial role in
disseminating anti- colonial ideas and
mobilizing support for struggle for
independence. She asserted that
Indian businessmen played a crucial
role in funding the anti -colonial
movement. They provided financial
assistance to nationalist groups,
including the Mau Mau, and helped to
organize strikes and boycotts.

She also mentioned Indian diplomatic
support through appointment of
Indian envoy Aba Saheb Pant, whose
house was one of the nerve centre for
local freedom fighters. Besides, she
mentioned several supports that
India as a country also extends to
Kenya through India Africa Forum
Summits and ITEC programmes in
nation building of Kenya.

The Deputy Speaker of Kenya
National Assembly lauded the
outstanding role of Indian community
in making of Kenya of today. She
narrated several instances of their
involvement in local development.
She mentioned how Indian
community had been a bridge
between India and Kenya to develop
stronger cultural and economic ties.
She announced that Kenya is also
setting up a diaspora division under
the Kenyan government to mobilise
and utilize its diasporic resources on
the pattern of India.




The
Prof. Ajay Dubey (JNU),

Indian delegation comprised
Dr.
Markandey Rai, Shri Jawahar
Karnawat, Shri Sanjay Bhalla, Shri
Rakesh Panday, Shri Narayan Kumar
and Shri Amit Gupta. In the second
half the participants were divided in
five major groups to focus on specific
subthemes of - 1)The Historic Pattern
of Indian Diaspora Migration to East
Africa; 2)Indian Diaspora in East
Africa: lts Historical Experience and
Contribution in Socio-Economic
Development in Their Adopted
Countries; 3) Role of Indian diaspora
in Freedom Struggles of African
Countries; 4) Indian Diaspora as an
Important Cultural Connect Between
India and Adopted Countries; 5)
Indian Diaspora in Promoting the
Ethos of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”.
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Each group made a summary
presentation which highlighted that:

1. India Diaspora continued to play a
crucial role in economies of East
Africa countries after independence.
They own and operate many small,
medium and some big size
businesses creating jobs for locals
and contributing to the economic
growth.

2. Indian diaspora community play
crucial role in establishing schools
and hospital across East Africa. They
provide financial support, expertise to
help build, maintain and run these
institutions, which has significant
impacts on the region's development.
3. India Diasporic community play an
active role in politics of East Africa.
They hold positions in government
and parliament contributing to the
development of their countries in the
region.

4. The India Diaspora in the region
play a vital role in the promoting and
preserving Indian culture. They
organize cultural events, establish
community centers, conduct Hindi-
Sanskrit classes and provide
supports to Indian artiste and
performers which greatly contribute
to cross cultural understanding and
appreciation with local people.
Overall Indian Diaspora plays an
essential role in nation building of
East Africa after independence. They
contribute to economic growth,
education, healthcare, politics and
cultural exchange, helping to shape
the region's development in a
significant ways.

Declaration and Action Plan

1. “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” was
well recognized and endorsed by
everybody to promote through the
process of learning to Give, Love, and
service to all unconditionally
irrespective of color, tribe and faith.
This needs a proper education at all
the levels through value-based
education, training and health care
services. Training in truth, non-
violence and spirituality is desirable.
2. Respect for culture and elderly
people, feeding poor and helping
through relevant and affordable
technologies to the East African
countries is expected from India.

3. The programs and activities run by
the Diaspora people should be scaled
up in the area of solar energy
including lamps, books and

equipment's and setting up of some
academic institutions for tertiary and
higher-level training and research.
Tree planting, school feedings and
other activities should be promoted
and it should be brought to the
knowledge of the people and the
government through periodicals and
newspapers reports publications and
media. These is no such information
available on the diaspora level
collectively.
4. Young people to be inspired and
original culture and tradition should
be preserved and promoted through
various media channels and
education including exchange
programs.
5. More activities to be created to
involve the young generation. Indian
should take an active part in
policymaking for nation building. A
coffee table book on Indian
Diaspora's contribution should be
published on aregular basis.
6. Role of India and Indian diaspora in
freedom movement of African
Countries should be showcased
through publications, exhibition and
documentaries for the public
awareness both the diaspora and the
local people. The Indian heroes such
as Makan Singh, J. N. Desai, Gama
Pinto A. M, Jeevanjee, Apa Pant and
many more should be remembered
and young generation should know
about them and should in the schools
'curriculum of East African Countries
as well as Hindi chairs should be
established by the Government of
India in East African countries and
Hindi teachers should be deputed to
various colleges and universities in
the regions by Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR).
7. Major sectors where support from
India is needed are in the area of
value-based education and training,
Health services, Technical know-
how, vocational and skill-based
training, SMEs, Agriculture etc.
8. More closure relation of India
diaspora with Indiais desirable.
During the conference, the welcome
address was given by the National
Chairman of Hindu Council of Kenya
Eng. Kamal Gupta and Key note
address was delivered by Dr.
Markandey Rai and the concluding
remarks and vote of thanks was given
by Mr. Sanjay Bhalla.

(A Report)
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Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam
SEEDS, DEVELOPMENT, CONTINUITY

AND RELEVANCE

The world today is shattered by
bombs, humanity is terrorized by a
few, political, financial and muscle
power is gained at the cost of others'
lives, common people are in
crisis/jeopardy. Several
have come together forming groups

countries

to find out solutions. G20 is meant for
sharing ideas and knowledge for
sustainable development, peace and
prosperity, offering every country and
its people to have equal opportunities
to flourish. None should be left
behind, voice of the voice is to be
heard, find out ways to empower
everyone and so on. The world is
looking for remedial measures. It is
looking back to look forth, to get
lessons from the mirror of the past,

The Hon. Prime Minster of India being
the host for 22-23 has chosen the
motto ancient Sanskrit literature —
vasudhaivakutumabakam, meaning
— one earth, one family, one future.
This means common aspirations and
sharing of strengths and
responsibilities living life not only for
oneself but caring and sharing with
others.

The questions that flash in mind are—
what is its true meaning, how it was
developed, how can it be beneficial to
educate and inspire from the topmost
to the lowermost strata of society, and
is it possible to apply it or is it just a
nice motto to be written on walls.

Vasudhaivakutumabakam is the last
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portion of shloka in Mahopanishad.
Its date and author is not known but
scholars often agree it to be written
sometime during fifth century to tenth
century. The whole shloka is -

3 o1 w_l AfRT o AgETEn
SERARAHT g ageld g |
Meaning —the people who divide the
world into mine and thine are taken as
small hearted while those who are
generous and broad-minded, take
the entire world as one family. The
Hindi word Parivar means family but
Kutumba means a huge one. In this
shloka Kutumba takes into its fold the
including plant and
animal world, the living and the non-
living, the movable and the

entire earth

immovable.

The seeds of taking the world as one
family goes thousand of years back
when the Vedas were composed by
the rishis and munis sitting under
pure blue sky, under shady trees,
near banks of rivers, where there was
everything in abundance. They could
watch the rivers flowing for others, not
for themselves, trees bearing fruits,
not for themselves but for others.
Thus, the ideas of living for others
must have developed. The nature
gives everything like a mother and the
sky protects like afather.

Establishing a blood relation among
the entire humanity the sages wrote.
w1t A gAved gRem: gsi=a far
S =1: fiuxg- It comes in the Prithivi-

s u k t a
12.1.12 of
Atharvaveda

T he
meaning is -
Oh earth, you
are our

& Prof. Dr. Shashibala
Dean, Centre for Indology,
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
Member — International
Advisory Committee,
C20/ G20

mother and
parjanya is
our father. Earth has life; it
breathes. As a mother she gives
everything to live life. The life is
further sustained by rain. Trees are
said to be the lungs of mother earth,
let us not cut them. This led to
respecting peasants in India.Even
during wars, the fighting kings did not
disturb them, did not cut trees or set
the land on fire. Environment was not
allowed to be disturbed.

All the human beings are equal and
members of one family as they are
called 3(yd& g4t in 10.3.1, and

later in TdaredaRiufNg  sfivasg
faed smaw gam am A gr
feeartsy a¥eg;| Everyone born on this
earth is a child of the immortal, may all
the sons of the immortal (Prajapati)
who in habit the celestial regions hear
(the sound). Talking about this
concept Swami Vivekananda said,
“Children of immortal bliss” — what a
sweet, what a hopeful name! Allow
me to call you, brethren, by that sweet
name — heirs of immortal bliss —
yea, the Hindu refuses to call you
sinners. Ye are the Children of God,
the sharers ofimmortal bliss, holy and

—



perfect beings. Ye divinities on earth
—sinners! Itis a sin to call a man so; it

is a standing libel on human nature.
Come up, O lions, and shake off the
delusion that you are sheep; you are
souls immortal, spirits free, blest and
eternal; ye are not matter, ye are not
bodies; matter is your servant, not
you the servant of matter”.

The world is divine creation. So, as
members of one global family we care
and share with others as said in
Ishavasyopanishad - S3mTarRAfIE
ud afcwa STt SErq! O aadA

ot 41 e dafRagaq!!

The entire world, the movable and the
immovable, living or non-living,
pleasing or not pleasing, planets or
ourselves, is a divine creation and
pervaded by it. The second part of
the shloka is for a greed-free world
leading to non-exploitation of natural
resources. The entire universe is His
manifestation, let us rejoice and
experience it, realize oneness, don't
be greedy to grab, do not cut or
destroy, and do not even cut anything
more than the required. As Mahatma
Gandhi said there is enough for need
but not for greed.

When we are family members, we
pray for wellbeing of all which brings
happiness. Following is prayer that
can be used as a universal prayer-

wdwi walRa wag wdwi wifir, wag
adul qof 9ag Gdul Hred Haqu
¥d wag gRew: ad |y FRem:,
ad w1l ywaeg A1 drRIfag g
ARHA |

Meaning - may good befall all, may
there be peace for all, may there be

fulfilment and may all experience that
which is auspicious.

May all be happy, may all be healthy,
may all experience what is good and
let no one suffer. People living alone
look for happiness by being together
with their families. Togetherness fills
colours of joyfulness in life and saves
from being depressed. Itis celebrated
in a Sanskrit mantra, commonly
recited as a devotional prayer before
sacred Hindu scriptures are studied,
at the start of a school class or at the
beginning of a yoga practice,
originally found in the Krishna
Yajurveda Taittiriya Upanishad
(2.2.2),

The mind has to be and vision to be
clear before embarking upon any
action- 9 3IAl AT G | aHAl
a1 aiforfaa | gt epp W
erifea: et enfsa: | 9 May | be led
from unreal to the real, from darkness
to light (of knowledge) and from death
to immortality (so that) there is peace
within, peace among human beings
and peace in the cosmos.

Nurtured by such an idea one
proceeds with a sense of brotherhood
$Rdrde. Meaning, may we eat
together, May He nourish us together,
May, we work together with great
energy. One can keep giving such
quotes from Indian literary source
which show us the way for living a
peaceful life.

This ideal has been nurtured and
nourished by visionary rishis, munis,
gurus and acharyas who gained
knowledge and gave it to all those
who wanted it without any copyright

and patent because the entire world
was looked upon as one family by
them.You may name Agastya,
Gautama, Parashara, Vamadeva,
Atri, Bharadwaj, Vashishtha, Bhrigu
or Angiras, the female rishis like Aditi,
Apala, Atreyi, Paulomi, Kamayani,
Roamsha or brahmavadian; the great
philosopher of Nyaya philosophy like
Vatsyayana, Jayanta Bhatta, or
Vachaspati Mishra; Gangesha,
Vardhamana, RaghunathaShirimani
of Navya Nyaya; Kapila, Vachaspati
Mishra, Jayanta Bhatta, Vaisheshik —
VyomaShivacharya,
Shridharacharya, Udayanacharye,
Annambhatta.

Yoga has become a tool for mental
and physical well-being globally. But
no one has to pay any royalty to
Maharshi Patanjali
commentator Vyas or any of the later
scholars who bequeathed the
knowledge to the unknown even in

or to the

the distant lands like Mongolia to the
island countries in the Southeast
Asia. Mimansa has made notable
in the field of
epistemology. It offers a pluralistic

contribution

and realistic world view. But the sage
Jaimini who gave this to the one
global family where any member can
use it the way he needs it. Today
when the world is undergoing fast
scientific and technological
development all the Sanskrit texts on
physics, chemistry, biology,
astronomy, or mathematics, the texts

onAyurveda can be studied freely.
For all such masters the world is one

family, we share our knowledge for
wellbeing of all, One global family
means being responsible for others,
loving and caring without any ulterior

—
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motive or any expectations in return.
All of us are interdependent. The
concept is respected when we live
like a family. The Jain Munis lived
lives of intense tapa and tyaga, a
monastic life, beginning with
Bhagavan Mahavira and his eleven
disciples. Disposing off the material
wealth, getting initiated entering the
monastic order, the whole line of
acharyas, elacharyas, upadhyayas,
munis, brahmacharis and shravakas
set outstanding examples of living for
others as their own kins.

The Buddhist masters travelling from
India to unknown distant lands,
through deserts where sometimes
even a drop of water was not
available for days, or crossing the
turbulent oceans, mingling with
unknown people, not knowing their
languages, living in harsh climates,
and the food that did not suit them.
Their objective was to spread the light
of knowledge for transcendence in
life. The knowledge contributed
immensely to cultural and
development, gave
them systems of administration,

civilizational

helped them establishing states. All
this could happen because for them
there was no distinction between their
own people and those living in far off
lands. Today a millions of people are
following the path of the Buddha.
They even venerate those masters
for the sacrifices that they made.

Whosoever came to India in olden
times whether they are Jews or
Parsis, India gave them space not
only to live but to develop in whatever
way they liked or had the capacities.
They became a part of the Indian
society without harming or disturbing
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the social fabric. But on the either side

thousands and thousands of Roma
(the forgotten children of India) were
brutally killed in concentration camps;
their body parts were sold because
they looked different, spoke a
differentlanguage, their ways of living
and thinking were different; they are
eliminated, even today they are
discriminated and demeaned living in
difficult conditions without enough
avenues of education and
progression. The countries who were
behind all this brutality did not have
the philosophy of life of
Vasudhaivakutumbakam. They lived
behind closed four walls of their own,
thinking of themselves,
result of

inhuman
actions were a
discrimination, dividing the society
into two — the known and the
unknown. Another
history is diving the world
believers and non-believers and

lesson from
into

going to the extent of torturing,
destruction and killing believing in the
philosophy of survival of the fittest.

India does not accept and promote
such ideas or ideologies. Everybody
is born with a divine spark, everyone
has the same right to live. Indian
philosophy of
Vasudhaivakutumbakam can be
instrumental in solving a number of
problems globally by nurturing and
nourishing the minds, by offering
ought values that are relevance in all
times and all corners of the world.

Let us promote — one earth, one
family, one future. Everything is inter-
dependent. The ideal of One family,
one earth, one future dose not
confine only human beings but
extends to the animal and plant life,

the living and the non-living, the
movable and immovable, the stones
and mountains, the rivers and
ponds.Everything has to be protected
not merely for ourselves but for others
as well.

Let us have a collective approach. Let
us nurture collective consciousness,
let there be common goals of
peaceful co-existence — the aim and
objective of G20. All the nations look
for being generous and broad-
minded, living a selfless life, doing
good with a pious mind for material
fulfilment, sustainable development,
becoming friends in need, and follow
the virtuous path resulting in
destruction of bad intentions and
qualities like cheating, telling lies,
following the path that disturbs the
social fabric, the powers that terrorise
others for gaining money or muscle
power.

Let us save the world where sacred is
eroding in the name of modernity,
where whole civilization is organized
around greed , the world is fast
entering into turmoil, conflicts and
violence, terrorism because of sacred
being fading and secular being
overpowering, The world is suffering
from environmental pollution — trees
are dying, waters are being polluted,
marine life s being Kkilled,
underground water is receding, over-
consumption and consumerism is
fueled by ostentatious ways of living,
needs are converted to massive
mountains of greed. Let us have
insight and inspiration, pure
knowledge and experience, strength
and tenacity through eternal values
like VASUDHAIVA KTUMABAKAM.
H




6%1h Know India Programme (KIP)

On Wednesday, 22 February 2023
Diaspora Research and Resource
Centre (DRRC) — Antar Rashtriya
Sahayog Parishad (ARSP) hosted
participants of 65th KIP batch from 11
countries- Guyana, Suriname,
Trinidad and Tobago, Argentina,
Mauritius, Sri Lanka, Myanmar,
South Africa, Chile, Malaysia, and
Fiji.

Earlier on 20 February 2023, as an
extension to ARSP's objective to offer
a wider networking opportunity to the
KIP batch with their counterpart youth
in India, DRRC-ARSP in
collaboration with Hansraj College,
University of Delhi, hosted this KIP
batch at Hansraj College. Amb.
Virendra Gupta, President, Prof
Gopal Arora, Secretary and Dr Ruchi
Verma, Research Fellow, DRRC-
ARSP were also present during this
event. The KIP batch was
enthusiastically received and
felicitated by faculty and students of
the college. There were cultural
performances also which were really
enjoyed by the delegates. The
programme ended with a tour of the
college.

Laterin the interactive session held at
Pravasi Bhawan on 22 February, Ms.
Koentelakoemarie Hardwarsing,
First Secretary, Embassy of
Suriname, Mr. Nilesh Kumar,
Counselor, High Commission of
Republic of Fiji, and Mr. Khairul Amri
Ishak, Attaché, High Commission of
Malaysia graced the occasion with
their presence. Mr. Anil Joshi, Vice
President, Central Hindi Institute,

Ministry of Education, and Mr Sanjay

b

Bhalla, Vice President, ARSP also
addressed the gathering. Mr.
Amardeep Barnwal, Under
Secretary, OIA-II, MEA also attended
the event.

Prof. Gopal Arora, Secretary of
ARSP introduced the works of ARSP
and its linkages with diaspora for
nearly five decades. He also informed
them about the diaspora related
activities organised by DRRC. He
also informed the participants about
the short term course on Indian
diaspora initiated by DRRC in
collaborations with higher academic
institutions.He mentioned that DRRC
is trying to bring the youth from
diaspora and from India in the same
platform so that they can discuss and
share their vision and dreams, since
the bestideas and practices emerged
though discussion.

Mr Anil Joshi, Vice President,
Central Hindi Institute, briefed the
participants about the importance of
language in flourishing any culture.
He mentioned about the International
Mother Language Day. He stated 21
February was declared to be the
International Mother Language Day
by UNESCO in 1999, which was
observed throughout the world since
21 February 2000. The declaration
came up in tribute to the Language
Movement done by the people of
Bangladesh (then East Bengal of
Pakistan). Mr Joshi also talked about
the theme of this year which is
“Multilingual education”. He also
added that multilingual education
based on mother-tongue will facilitate
access to and inclusion in learning for

# Dr. Ruchi Verma

Research FellowDRRC-ARSP

population groups that speak

non-dominant languages,

languages of minority groups
and indigenous languages.

Heads of Mission and
diplomatic representatives
briefed the participants
especially from the view point
of their respective countries
about the strengths of Indian
economy, higher education,
technology and the democratic
institutions.

Ms. Koentelakoemarie
Hardwarsing, First Secretary,
Embassy of Suriname, briefed the
participants that diaspora can play an
important role in every sphere of life.
She further added that KIP helps the
P10's youth to connect with their roots
and get exposure about the Indian
way of life.

Mr. Nilesh Kumar, from Fiji High
Commission said that initiatives
such as Know India Programme, help
the youth to gain exposure and
knowledge. He asked the participants
to spread awareness about this
programme so that more diaspora
youth can benefit from this scheme.
He added further that KIP is a great
opportunity to engage and connect
with India.

Mr. Khairul Amri Ishak, Attaché,
High Commission of Malaysia,
highlighted the vibrant relationship
between India and Malaysia. He also
suggested the KIP participants to
use this KIP platform as a
foundation to connect with
diaspora youth as people to
people connections are very
important for any country's
successful bilateral relations.

During the interactive session the
participants were also given a short
questionnaire on the occasion of
Indian Mother Language Day, which
they filled with great zest. Most of
them appreciated the role of Indian
High Commission in promoting the
Indian languages in their respective
countries. They also suggested start

—
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an exchange programme on
language basis, generating more
awareness about the scholarships
provided by the Indian government
etc. They were quite interested in
learning Indian language especially
Hindi. The participants were quite
impressed with their visit not only to
reconnect with their roots but also to
witness what India had achieved in
various spheres of socio, economic
development and technology.

Heads of Mission, diplomatic

representatives and the participants
appreciated the efforts of ARSP and
DRRC not only for their outreach
initiatives but also for their campaign
for creating an online database of
diaspora organisations in India and
abroad. They were also happy to
learn that DRRC would support in
publications of research and other
articles by diaspora youth.

In his concluding remarks, Shri
Narayan Kumar, Hon. Director,
ARSP acknowledged the

contributions of Indian diaspora all
over the world. He highlighted that the
KIP delegation plays a great role in
filling the gap in India's outreach with
the diaspora youth and also helps
enhancing the image of India across
the globe.

The programme ended with a vote of
thanks and distribution of certificates
to the KIP batch for their active
participation. [ ]

World Roma Day: AN Opportune Occasion
for INTROSpeCTiON & COMMEMORATION

Each and every one of around twenty
five million of Roma scattered across
the five continents celebrates
'WorldRoma Day' on 8th April to
commemorate the First World Roma
Congress, held in 1971 at the suburb
of south-east London. The Congress
was a watershed in the history of
political movement and transnational
unity of the Roma Community. It
kicked off an array of the
emancipatory activities including fight
for equality and social justice as well
as the preservation of their language
and cultural identity. The most
imperative outcomes of the Congress
were the unanimous consent to adopt
the Roma flag embossed with the red
wheel containing 16 spokes (known
as the Dharma Chakra in recognition
of its Indian origin) and to call the
community 'Roma’ instead of then
prevalent various stigmatizing foreign
appellations.

It is a day to acclaim the vibrant

Romani culture and to illustrate
contributions of Roma in their host

societies. This day also characterizes
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the acknowledgement of the
perennial and systemic racial
discrimination against Romani
population, which happens to be the
most marginalized group in Europe
despite being the largest ethnic
minority.April 8 marks the advent of
collaboration and
cooperation among
Romani people and institutions. The

international
transnational

importance of national day of Roma
nation has been expanding every
year.

The emergence of Roma's aspiration
towards civil
struggle for egalitarian status can be
traced as back as the 19th CE in the
Balkans within the realms of the
The first
Roma/Gypsy organization in 1926

emancipation and

Ottoman Empire.
was founded in Romania,
subsequently other local or regional
Romani organizations sprung up. It
is imperative to note that Asociatia
Generala a Tiganilor din Romania
(General Association of the Gypsies
in Romania) came in to existence in
1933 and was perhaps the most

= Zameer Anwar

Research Fellow,

Centre for Roma Studies and
Cultural Relations-ARSP

influential organization at that time
and it contributed considerably to
mobilizing Romani
1939 another important Romani

individuals. In

institution Panhellenios Syllogos
EllinonAthinganon (Pan Hellenic
Cultural Association of the Greek
Gypsies) was established in Athens.
Its main objective was to facilitate or
support Roma/ Gypsy immigrants to
Greece from Asia Minor to obtain
Greek citizenship as well as

passports for travelling.

The London Congress paved the way
for the formation of International
Romani Union(IRU) by Dr. Jan Cibula
at the 2nd Congress in Geneva in
1978, but later IRU was divided in
three separate factions due to
internal fights and antipathy among
Roma leaders and rivalries between
organizations. The splits and
divisions amongst Romani
organizations have become a major
impediment which is circumventing
Roma collectively from realizing their
full

potential in politics,




administration, judiciary, science and
technology, art and culture.

The community representatives,
political
communities and heads of the

leaders of Roma

Romani institutions need to corner
their differences and come to the
common platform for the better life
and the bright future of the
communities.As, it is an exigency of
the 21st century to get united and
collectively and jointly strive for their
emancipation from the xenophobic
mindset, ethnic slanders, and tacit
acceptance of fallacious discourse
intending to cover up primitive
responses to historical fears,
imprisonment in nationalism and
territorial boundary, submission to
pernicious ideologies. Though the
history witnesses that Roma have
always been as the epitome of
integration,
among equals vis a vis

constructive living as
equal

preserving their magnificent heritage.

Romani people continue to be the
most prosecuted ethnic group of
Europe till today. Alimost everywhere,
their fundamental rights are grossly
violated. Racist violence and
prejudices against Roma is
commonplace.Their situation still
remains critical as they continue to
face discrimination and unequal
access to vital services especially
health care, housing, education and
employment. Myriads of underlying
reasons have been keeping Roma at
the higher risk ofimpoverishment and

marginalization. On almost every
indicator of human development, in

every European country, the Roma
lag far behind the national average.

More than 80 per cent of Roma have
been lurching under abysmal poverty
throughout Europe. On average 83
per cent Romani children younger
than 18 dwell in the households at risk
of poverty and 45 per cent of Romani
population have been living in severe
material deprivation. 61 per cent
Roma are scarcely or with great
difficulty able to make their ends
meet. By and large 43 per cent of
Roma aged between 20 and 64 are in
paid work including full time, part
time, ad hoc jobs, occasional work
and self-employment.

According to European Union Agency
for Fundamental Rights (FRA)' s
Survey on Romain 2021, over 25 per
cent of the respondents to the survey
said that they felt discriminated
against owing to their ethnic origin.
European Union Minorities and
Discrimination Survey 2 ( EU MIDIS-
2018) reports, 30 per cent of Roma
interviewed experienced hate-
motivated harassment, and points
out that Roma continue to face
intolerable levels of discrimination in
daily life —whether looking for work, at
work, in education, healthcare,
housing or when in contact with
administrative bodies or offices and
private services such as entering a
shop, restaurant, bar, night club, hotel
or public transport. The
expectancy of the Roma is 10-15
years lower than that of their fellow
Eastern European citizens; Romani

life

women on average live 11 years less
than women in the general population
whereas men 9.1 years less than
those in general population.

56 per cent Roma do not have a bank
account. They lack an access to
credit or loan due to ambiguous
property ownership, as they generally
reside in settlements and in remote
areas, so they want required
documents to claim credit assistance.
Therefore they are not in position to
embark upon their own business or
venture. Even now Roma are
subjected to discrimination, racism,
forced eviction, police brutality as well
as faced with the lower literacy rates,
dilapidated housing, meager
incomes, poorer health, and higher
level of unemployment than the rest

of the population.

April 8 is also occasion for Romani
people to reaffirm their belief in their
strong kinship with the glorious
culture of their “Baro Than” (holy
place — India) and reminisce about
excruciatingly harrowing dislocation
of their forefathers from north India.
As the history of Roma is part of
shared history of India and Roma and
Indians shared the same fate. Roma
were enslaved and displaced by
Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni in 1018
CE, whereas numerous
villages and towns were burnt and
desolated as well as a multitude of

Indian

Indians were killed by the same
sultan. In reality, despite an elapse of
more than thousand years of Roma's
exodus, Indians and Roma are knit
together by a sense of shared culture
and values. This is not only a
historical and traditional kinship but
also a physical

symmetry. B

and genetic
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India elecTted To UN StaTistical Commission

United Nations: India secured an overwhelming 46 out of 53 votes in a secret ballot in a highly competitive election for
membership to the Statistical Commission.

United Nations: In a significant

achievement, India has been
selected to the United Nations'
highest statistical body for a term of
four years. After a gap of two decades
in a competitive” election, India got
elected to the UN Statistical
Commission, returning to the world
organisation's highest statistical

body.

Meanwhile, South Korea won over
China for the other seat in the Asia
Pacific States category through a
draw of lots after inconclusive rounds
of secret-ballot voting. India was
elected by the UN Economic and
(ECOSOC) as a
of the UN Statistical
Commission,

Social Council
member
the Commission on
Narcotic Drugs and the Programme
Coordinating Board of the Joint UN

Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS),

an important subsidiary body of the
UN organ focussed on economic,
social and environmental issues.
EAM Jaishankar
congratulatory message

extends

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
took to Twitter to congratulate the
Indian Mission in the United Nations
for this feat. “India elected to the
highest UN statistical body for a 4-
year term beginning on 1 January
2024! Congrats Team
@IndiaUNNewYork for coming
through so strongly in a competitive
election,” he stated.

India secured an overwhelming 46
out of 53 votes in a secret ballot in a
highly competitive election for
membership to the Statistical
Commission. India, along with South
Korea, UAE and China were in the

fray for two seats from the Asia Pacific
States category.

India was a member of the Statistical
Commission in 2004

India was elected by acclamation to
the Commission on Narcotic Drugs
along with Argentina, Burundi, Chile,
China,
Guatemala,

the Dominican Republic,
Japan,
Kenya, Mexico, Morocco, Nigeria,

Indonesia,

Peru, Qatar, Singapore, South Africa,
Thailand, the United Republic of
Tanzania, Uruguay and Zimbabwe for
a four-year term of office, beginning
January 1,2024.

It should be mentioned here that India
was a member of the Statistical
Commission last in 2004 and the
country is returning to the UN agency
after a gap of two decades. The
United Nations Statistical
Commission, established in 1947, is
the highest body of the global
statistical system bringing together
the Chief Statisticians from member
states from around the world. It is the
highest decision-making body for
international statistical activities,
responsible for setting statistical
standards and the development of
concepts and methods, including
their implementation at the national

and international levels. [ |



GovTech INAUGURATES jOINT S
£y

The launch of the BHUTAN-1 satellite
in June 2018 marked the beginning of
Bhutan's space journey. Four years
later, Bhutan's next giant leap came
in the form of the India-Bhutan
satellite, launched in November of
last year. And today, Bhutan now has
a fully operational ground station to
receive information from the India-
Bhutan satellite and other satellites in

) the future.
! ' The ground
station was
officially
inaugurated
on 14 March
2023.

The 15-
kilogram
nanosatellit
e revolves
around the
Earth about
three times
a day, taking high-resolution images
of the Earth's surface. The satellite
has a lifespan of about six to eight
months.

To receive images and communicate
with the satellite, the ground stationin
Thimphu was developed. With the
installation of this ground station, the

Organisation (ISRO).

BHUTAN NEWS

ATellite ground staTion

entire chain of the system is coming
into place. There is a satellite up there
in the sky and the ground station is
also there with all the data processing
facilities. Moreover, the Bhutanese
scientists are trained to handle all of
these themselves.

Currently image data were received
from the joint satellite. Once the
images from the satellite are
processed, it will be distributed to the
relevant agencies that can use the
images to study Bhutan's landscape.
Images will also be used for
applications such as mapping forest
coverage, human settlement growth,
and landslide studies.

The ground station was jointly
developed by the Government
Technology (GovTech) Agency and
the Indian Space Research

BIMSTEC ministerial meeting: Bhutan calls for
Free TRade Area FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT
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The 19th BIMSTEC Ministerial
Meeting was held in preparation for
the 6th BIMSTEC Summit.

The seven Ministers, amongst other
important matters,
approved/endorsed the reports of the
23rdSenior Officials meeting;
BIMSTEC Bangkok Vision 2030;
Agreement on Maritime Transport
Cooperation; Rules of Procedure for
BIMSTEC Mechanisms and the
Terms of Reference for Eminent
Persons' Group in the Future
Directions of BIMSTEC.

Additionally, Reporting schema for
various dialogue mechanisms
operating under the Security Sector

of BIMSTEC cooperation; and the
host country agreement between the
Government of India and BIMSTEC
Secretariat for establishing the
BIMSTEC Centre for Weather and

Climate in India were also

deliberated.

Furthermore, the Mountain Economy
was also approved to be included as
a sub-sector under Environment and
Climate Change sector.

The 6th BIMSTEC Summit has been
proposed to be held on 30th
November in Thailand and is
expected to be the first in-person
summitinfive years.

The Summit will be preceded by the
20th Ministerial Meeting which will be
held in conjunction with the 24th
Senior Officials Meeting on 29th
November 2023.

Founded in 1997 with the aim of
promoting economic and technical
cooperation in the Bay of Bengal
Region, its seven member states
today house 1.73 billion people and
have a combined GDP of USD 4.4
trillion.

Bhutan has actively engaged in the
proceedings of BIMSTEC since its
membership to the organization in
2004. [ |

Bhiutan's graduation from LDC group: A Time for
reflection And AcTion

Bhutan's recent graduation from the
Least Developed Countries (LDC)
group is a significant achievement for
the country. However, this
achievement is not a cause for
complacency or celebration, but
rather a time for reflection and action.

Firstly, we must recognise that the
LDC graduation is not a guarantee of
sustained economic growth and
development. While Bhutan has
made impressive strides in reducing
poverty and increasing access to
education and healthcare, there is
still much work to be done. The
country's economy remains heavily
reliant on hydropower exports, and
there are concerns about the
sustainability of this model in the long
term. There is also a need for greater
diversification of the economy, as well
as investment in infrastructure and
human capital.
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Secondly, we must acknowledge that
the LDC graduation does not mean
the end of international support and
cooperation. Bhutan will still require
assistance in various areas, such as
climate change adaptation, disaster
risk reduction, and technology
transfer. Therefore, it is essential to
maintain and strengthen partnerships
with development partners, including
the United Nations, multilateral
organisations, and bilateral donors.

Thirdly, we must recognise that the
LDC graduation is not the end of
Bhutan's development journey. The
country must continue to pursue
inclusive and sustainable
development, with a focus on
reducing inequality, improving
governance, and protecting the
environment. This requires a long-
term vision and strategy that is
grounded in Bhutan's unique culture,
values, and development philosophy

of Gross National Happiness.

Finally, we must ensure that the
benefits of LDC graduation are
shared equitably across society.
While Bhutan has made significant
progress in reducing poverty, there
are still pockets of vulnerability and
marginalisation that require attention.
Itis crucial to address the root causes
of inequality and exclusion, including
gender discrimination, social norms,
and access to basic services.

Bhutan's graduation from the LDC
group is a significant milestone for the
country, but it is not the end of the
road. It is a time for reflection and
action, to build on the progress made
and address the remaining
challenges. We must ensure that
Bhutan's development journey
continues to be guided by the
principles of inclusivity, sustainability,
and happiness. [ |
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