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Prime Minister Modi And Othier Leaders
Expressed Gratitude 10 Indian Diaspora on PBD

In a show of appreciation, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and key
government figures expressed
gratitude to the Indian diaspora on
Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas,
acknowledging their pivotal role in
preserving India's rich heritage and
strengthening global connections.

PM Modi took to social media, stating,
"Greetings on Pravasi Bharatiya
Diwas. This is a day to celebrate the
contributions and achievements of
the Indian diaspora worldwide. Their
dedication towards preserving our
rich heritage and strengthening
global ties is commendable. They
embody the spirit of India across the
globe, fostering a sense of unity and
diversity."

Greetings on Pravasi Bharatiya
Diwas. This is a day to celebrate the
contributions and achievements of
the Indian diaspora worldwide. Their
dedication towards preserving our
rich heritage and strengthening
global ties is commendable. They
embody the spirit of India across the
globe, fostering a sense of unity and
diversity. - MP Narendra Modi

Minister of External Affairs S
Jaishankar echoed these sentiments,
recognizing the significant
accomplishments of the Indian
diaspora and their crucial role in
enhancing India's global standing. He
shared his message on social media,
saying, "On Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas,
greetings to the Indian Diaspora
across the world. We take immense
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pride in your achievements. Your
outstanding contributions play a
crucial role in enhancing India's
global standing."

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan joined in
conveying his greetings, praising the
diaspora as ambassadors of Indian
culture and values. He noted their
lasting impact worldwide, with their
talent and hard work contributing not
only to the countries they reside in but
also elevating India's global
prominence. Minister Pradhan
shared his wishes on social media,
saying, "Greetings to the vibrant
Indian diaspora across the globe on
#PravasiBharatiyaDivas. As
ambassadors of our rich culture and
values, they have made a lasting
impact worldwide.”

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
extended his wishes, expressing
happiness on Pravasi Bharatiya
Diwas. He commended the
expatriates for strengthening the
Indian culture of “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam” worldwide and wished
for their continued significant role in
India's all-round development.
Speaker Birla shared his wishes on
social media, stating, “Happy Pravasi
Bharatiya Diwas to the expatriate
brothers and sisters who are
strengthening the Indian culture of
'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' all over
the world. Despite living away from
the country, India resides in his heart.
Itis our wish that they continue to play
an important role in the all-round
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Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2024
PRAVASI BHARATIYA
DIVAS (NRI DAY)

development of India.”

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas, celebrated
on January 9 every year,
commemorates the Overseas Indian
community's contribution to India's
development. The date holds
significance as Mahatma Gandhi, a
prominent Pravasi, returned to India
from South Africa on January 9, 1915.
The event is sponsored by the
Ministry of External Affairs.

The importance of Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas
The Government of India has started
locating and establishing networks
since 1999, when two new visa status
cards, were launched for PIOS and
OCIS. The basic reason behind this
was to facilitate the diaspora
population to travel across the home
country, invest in business, property,
and hold bank accounts. But in 2000,
the government commissioned a
high-level committee under the
chairmanship of Dr. L.M. Singhvi to
write a report on the diaspora. On 8th
January 2002, the India's Prime
Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee
—>




accepted the High-Level L.M. Singyvi

Committees' recommendations on
the Indian Diaspora. The committee
proposed to establish or formation of
an organization on the subject of the
Planning Commission to see the
affairs of overseas Indians and Indian
diaspora population.

Based on the recommendations, the
government under Prime Minister
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee had
announced to celebrate Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas (PBD) in India and
abroad on the 9th January every year.
January 9 was chosen as the day to
celebrate this occasion since it was
on this day in 1915 that Mahatma
Gandhi, the greatest Pravasi,
returned to India from South Africa,
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led India's freedom struggle and
changed the lives of Indians forever.
Since 2015, its format has been
revised to celebrate the PBD once
every two years and to hold theme-
based PBD Conferences during the
intervening period with participation
from overseas diaspora experts,
policymakers and stakeholders.
These conventions provide a
platform for the overseas Indian
community to engage with the
government and people of the land of
their ancestors for mutually beneficial
activities. These conventions are also
very useful in networking among the
overseas Indian community residing
in various parts of the world and
enable them to share their
experiences in various fields.

Seventeen PBDs

The Ministry of External Affairs
organizes an annual event called the
PBD Convention from the 7th to 9th of
January to connect India to its
overseas diaspora and provide a
platform for their knowledge,
expertise, and skills. This flagship
event has been held seventeen times
in various locations throughout India
since its inceptionin 2003.

Year Dates Venue
2003  9-11 January, 2003  New Delhi
2004  9-11 January, 2004  New Delhi
2005  7-9 January, 2005 Mumbai
2006  7-9 January, 2006 Hyderabad
2007  7-9 January, 2007 New Delhi
2008  7-9 January, 2008 New Delhi
2009  7-9 January, 2009 Chennai
2010  7-9 January, 2010 New Delhi
2011 7-9 January, 2011 New Delhi
2012  7-9 January, 2012 Jaipur
2013  7-9 January, 2013 Kochi
2014  7-9 January, 2014 New Delhi
2015  7-9 January, 2015 Gandhinagar
2017  7-9 January, 2017 Bengaluru
2019  21-23 January, 2019 Varanasi
2021 9 January, 2021 Virtual
2023  8-10 January,2023 Indore
2024 6 January, 2024 Lier (Oslo)

The 17th PBD Convention was held
from January 8 to 10, 2023 in Indore,
Madhya Pradesh as a Partner State.
The theme for the 17th PBD was
"Diaspora: Reliable Partners for
India's Progress in Amrit Kaal”. The
PBD Convention was inaugurated by
the Hon'ble Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi, in the presence of

STl ATl Tl BTG IFBIAG!

Chief Guest, H.E. Dr. Mohamed
Irfaan Ali, the President of
Cooperative Republic of Guyana,
and the Special Guest of Honour,
H.E. Mr. Chandrikapersad Santokhi,
Hon'ble President of the Republic of
Suriname.

During the event, Hon'ble Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi
released a Commemorative Postal
Stamp named "Surakshit Jaayen,
Prashikshit Jaayen" emphasizing the
importance of safe, legal, orderly and
skilled migration. Hon'ble Prime
Minister also inaugurated the first-
ever digital PBD Exhibition on the
theme "Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav -
Contribution of Diaspora in Indian
Freedom Struggle” highlighting the
contribution of diaspora freedom
fightersin India's Independence.

Hon'ble Rashtrapati ji, Smt. Droupadi
Murmu presided over the Valedictory
Session and conferred Pravasi
Bharatiya Samman Awards 2023 to
select Indian diaspora members to
recognize their achievements and
honor their contributions to various
fields, both in India and abroad.

The 17th PBD Convention had five
thematic Plenary sessions with
participation of diaspora experts. The
Plenary sessions were chaired at
Ministerial level and discussed
developments in the fields of
innovation, new technology,
healthcare, mobility of the workforce,
entrepreneurship and envisaged how
diaspora can be an active partner in
their sector.

The other elements of the 17th
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas included a
Youth segment and a State segment,
which were organized on January 8,
2023. H.E. Ms. Zaneta Mascarenhas,
Member of Parliament of Australia,
was the Guest of Honour at the Youth
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas, which
provided a platform for youth from all
over India to interact and engage with
the Diaspora Youth. The State of
Madhya Pradesh showcased its
culture, tourism, trade, and
investment opportunities to the
Diaspora participating in the PBD
Convention. B
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Telugu Diaspora : A Dialogue with Distinguished
Telugu Scholars Across The Globe

Diaspora Research and
Resource Centre
(DRRC) of Antar
Rashtriya Sahayog
Parishad (ARSP) g
organized a hybrid- |
mode session with the
Telugu Diaspora that
took place on Sunday,
17 December 2023, at
Pravasi Bhawan, New
Delhi. Distinguished
scholars and
personalities from
various fields, both in
India and abroad,
graced the event with their presence.
The meeting aimed to explore the
background, activities,
achievements, and challenges faced
by the Telugu Diaspora.

Shri Narayan Kumar, Honorary
Director, ARSP gives an overview of
Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad
(ARSP) (Indian Council for
International Co-operation) where he
said ARSP has done pioneering work
over the last 50 years in promoting
and expanding India's outreach with
its diaspora and in further facilitating
contacts and engagements at
different levels. In recognition of the
diaspora as an important source of
goodwill through people to people
contacts, Diaspora Research and
Resource Centre (DRRC) of ARSP
has been established in the year
2017 with the support of the Ministry
of External Affairs, Government of
India. In this meaningful journey to
engage with various diaspora
communities. As part of our ongoing
initiative, we have already organized
dialogue with Punjabi Diaspora and
Gujarati Diaspora, the Tamil-
speaking and Marathi diaspora are in
the pipeline.

The objective of the Dialogue :
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The primary objective of the
"Dialogue with Diaspora" initiative is
to foster understanding, connectivity,
and interaction with different diaspora
communities. The focus of this report
is on the Telugu Diaspora, a vibrant
and widespread community
contributing significantly to the global
landscape.

Distinguished Scholars in
Attendance:

Shri Sada Shiva Murthy Rani (Vice
Chancellor, Vedic University,
Tirupathi), Tanikella Bharani (Indian
Actor, Director, Screenwriter, and
Playwright), Ram Dokka, Smt
Hymavathi Bhimanna Garu, Prasad
Rani, Vijaya Saradhi Jeedigunta
Garu, Vijay Bhaskar Rayavarapu

Garu, Dr. Ragasudha Vinjamuri,
Phani Dokka, Bhavaraju Padmini
Priyadarshini, Visali Kothuri (Peri),

Akella Raghavendra, Prof. C.
Upendara Rao, Sri Shyam Parande,
Shri Narayan Kumar, Dr. Sanjeev
Panchal

Proceedings of the Meeting :

The event commenced with the
welcome address by the Amb.
Virendra Gupta, President of ARSP,
who emphasized the significance of
the dialogue and encouraged
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= Dr. Sanjeev Panchal

scholars to share their insights.

Shyam Parande ji facilitated
discussions on the Telugu Diaspora's
future prospects and benefits arising
from collaborative efforts.

Key Highlights:

Insights from Shri Sada Shiva
Murthy Rani:

Shri Sada Shiva Murthy Rani, serving
as the Vice Chancellor of Vedic
University in Tirupathi, initiated the
meeting by sharing his insights.
Grounded in the principle of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, this
eminent scholar of Sanskrit Shastra
has been motivated to work towards
realizing the essence of universal
brotherhood through the medium of
the Telugu language. Reciting the

Vedic mantra "3> TRUMG: US'UW%
UM YRU Haaaa YRUIT RUMHTGTT
QRUMATERIE " he conveyed that,

in this context, "Adah" symbolizes the
Telugu language, and "ldam"
represents Bharatiyata. Telugu is an
integral part of Bharatiyata, and the
essence of Bharatiyata can be
expressed through the Telugu
language—an idea he presented with
clarity, making it accessible to a
layman.

—




Further, he introduced the concept of
"Nava Bandha" (Nine Bonds) for the
Telugu diaspora, highlighting various
facets that bind them together:

Historical bond (Tdfgrfday:),
Cultural bond (Fig&HAfhEAY:),
Communal bond (JATHURGRITY:),

Language bond (HNIEY:), Vidya
Bandha (af¢dra=¥:), Rhyme bond
(BAGIS94Y:), Grammar bond
(ddTHRUIY:), Poetry essay

(PTdIdqY:), Behavior bond
(qUdeReY:)
In addition, he emphasized the

crucial role of preserving manuscripts
and disseminating knowledge to
ensure a legacy for future
generations.

Tanikella Bharani's Perspective :
Tanikella Bharani, a renowned Indian
actor, director, screenwriter, and
playwright, recognized for his
significant contributions to Telugu
cinema, expressed the importance of
taking pride in speaking the Telugu
language. He emphasized the need
to embrace linguistic diversity by
learning other languages without
harboring any animosity towards
them. Bharani quoted numerous
poems that eloquently captured the
beauty of the Telugu language.

In his discussion, he applauded the
art of Shatavadhan and illustrated the
linguistic and poetic finesse of poets
through compelling examples. One
notable instance involved a poet
spontaneously composing a
devotional verse incorporating the
phrase "Meri Siluva Church" during a
Shatavadhan. Bharani highlighted
the musical cadence of the language
through various examples,
emphasizing the need for collective
appreciation.

Encouraging the study of Sanskrit,
Bharani provided an introduction to
the extensive Sanskrit literature,
citing an intriguing example from the
book 'Hans Vimshati' discussing 108

types of rice. He recited melodious
verses from renowned poems like
Meghdoot, inspiring everyone to
delve into the profound world of
Sanskrit literature. Additionally, he
supported Shiv Murthy ji's manuscript
issue, urging everyone to safeguard
and preserve available manuscripts.

Subsequently, Mr. Vijaya Saradhi
Jeedigunta, residing in Orlando,
Florida, and serving as a principal
consultant at Infosys, shared insights
into his endeavors. He highlighted his
involvement in broadcasting music,
movies, cricket, and entertainment
content through All India Radio in the
Telugu language, providing a glimpse
of the diverse topics being
disseminated. Presently, he actively
contributes to promoting the Telugu
language via the "Padya Lahari"
program on the B+ YouTube channel.

With a dedicated effort, Mr.
Jeedigunta has created
approximately 75 videos delving into
the history of Telugu literature on his
YouTube channel titled "Rojuko
Telugu Padyam." His commitment
extends to active participation in
various Telugu literary events in the
United States, further contributing to
the promotion and enrichment of the
Telugu language.

Following this, Mr. Vijay Bhaskar
Raivarapu, hailing from Dallas,
shared his experiences. He serves as
the Vice President and a strategic
team member at SiliconAndhra
Manabadi, overseeing programs like
Balanandam, Telugu Matalatha,
Initinta Manabadi, and more. Mr.
Raivarapu manages a YouTube
channel called "BeePlus with
Bhaskar," featuring 900+ videos
dedicated to promoting and
disseminating the Telugu language
while spreading positivity globally.

Subsequently, scholars from various
parts of the world expressed their
perspectives and quoted Telugu
verses, highlighting the uniqueness
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of the language. They also
commended the initiatives of Antar
Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP)
or the Indian Council for International
Co-operation in establishing the
Diaspora Research and Resource
Centre (DRRC) and organizing the
Telugu diaspora event.

Following this, Dr. Sanjeev Panchal
quoted the line "Endaro
Mahanubhavulu" and expressed that
the collective efforts aim to bring
Bharatiyas from every corner of the
world together on a common
platform. Today, with the Telugu
Diaspora event, it appears that this
objective is progressing in the right
direction. We aspire for continued
unity in the future, urging everyone to
come together as one and contribute
to the betterment of the world through
the Telugu language.

Subsequently, Professor. Upendra
Rao extended his gratitude to
everyone and delivered a vote of
thanks. The program concluded with
expressions of gratitude from all
participants.

The dialogue with the Telugu
Diaspora provided a platform for
scholars and personalities to share
their perspectives, experiences, and
efforts in promoting Telugu language,
culture, and literature worldwide. The
event celebrated the rich heritage
and contributions of the Telugu
community, reinforcing the
importance of cultural preservation
and global collaboration.

The DRRC, through such dialogues,
continues to act as a bridge between
the diaspora and the Indian
government, amplifying the
diaspora's voice and fostering a
deeper connection with their roots.
The success of this Telugu Diaspora
dialogue sets a promising precedent
for future engagements, creating a
global network united by the essence
of Telugu heritage. [ |
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On November 29th, 2023, the
Diaspora Research and Resource
Centre (DRRC)-Antar Rashtriya
Sahayog Parishad (ARSP)
orchestrated an enlightening
interactive session and workshop at
Pravasi Bhavan, bringing together 38
participants from nine countries as
part of the 69th Know India Program
(KIP) batch. This diverse group hailed
from Malaysia, Fiji, Guyana,
Mauritius, Myanmar, South Africa,
Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, and
New Zealand, showcasing the global
reach and significance of the Indian
diaspora.

Shri Shyam Parande, Secretary
General of ARSP, extended gratitude
to the Ministry of External Affairs for
facilitating the connection with KIP
delegates. ARSP, dedicated to
engaging the Indian diaspora through
various events, recently organized
'Sun Never Sets on Indian Diaspora,’
drawing 165 scholars and performers
from 107 countries. The diaspora,
spanning more than 180 countries,
underscores the widespread
connection facilitated by ARSP.

H.E. Arunkoemar Hardien,
Ambassador of the Republic of
Suriname, expressed appreciation
for India's efforts in fostering
opportunities for the youth of the
Indian diaspora through initiatives
like the Know India Program. He
emphasized the program's role in
preserving cultural heritage and

values, encouraging participants to
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cherish their experiences and

contribute to bilateral relations.
Ambassador Hardien underlined the
cultural and religious parallels
between India and Suriname,
emphasizing the need to uphold and
promote these connections.

H. E Kamlesh Shashi Prakash, High
Commissioner of the Republic of Fiji,
extended gratitude to the
Government of India, Ministry of
External Affairs, and Indian Council
for International Relations for the 69th
program run. He highlighted the
cross-cultural interaction provided by
KIP, delving into a 150-year heritage
and ancestral roots. Recognizing
India's cultural and historical
significance, he stressed the
program's role in offering insights into
India's diverse culture, economic
prowess, and global influence,
especially during the pandemic.

Reflecting on his association with
ARSP, H. E. H. Dillum, High
Commissioner of the Republic of
Mauritius, spoke nostalgically about
his student days and the warm
reception Mauritius received at
ARSP. He stressed the program's
significance in fortifying friendships
among Indian cultural institutions and
fostering cooperation with diverse
nations. Acknowledging India's
substantial economic contributions
globally, he highlighted its profound
cultural impact through scriptures like
Gita, Ramayana, and Mahabharata,
as well as gifts like Ayurveda and
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Yoga. H. E. H. Dillum urged
participants to explore India firsthand
and disclosed plans for a Diaspora
House, exemplifying a commendable
step towards fostering global Indian
connections.

Mr. Amizal Fadzil Rajali, Deputy
High Commissioner of Malaysia,
expressed gratitude to ARSP for
fostering cultural ties between
Malaysians and India. Recognizing
their historical connection, he
highlighted Indian influences in
Malaysia's temples and language.
Mr. Rajali praised India's
Chandrayaan-3 mission and
acknowledged the vital role of the
Indian diaspora in preserving cultural
ties globally. He emphasized the
significance of programs like KIP in
reconnecting youth to their roots,
urging collaboration in our
interconnected world.

Miss Tin Tin Htwe Win, Deputy Chief
of Mission/Minister Counsellor at the
Myanmar Embassy, highlighted
robust diplomatic ties between India
and Myanmar, spanning culture,
religion, and economy. Expressing a
desire for intensified cooperation in
culture, religion, and economy, she
affirmed Myanmar's ongoing support
for India. India's global economic
growth and cultural influence were
recognized, signaling a promising
foundation for future bilateral
relations.

—



Shri Narayan Kumar, the Honorary
Director of ARSP, provided a detailed
overview of both ARSP and DRRC,
highlighting their connections with the
diaspora over the past six decades.
He expressed appreciation for the
commendable efforts of both
organizations.

Professor Shashi Bala, Joint
Secretary of ARSP and Dean of K.M.
Munshi Centre of Indology at
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, delivered a
compelling lecture on Indian culture.
Focusing on the historical plight of
Indian indentured migrants, she
highlighted their resilience and
prosperity. Professor Shashi Bala
elucidated the integral role of cultural
artifacts like Ramayana, Gita, and
Hanuman Chalisa in the migrants'
survival, underscoring the portability
of Indian culture. Distinguishing
tangible and intangible aspects, she
emphasized that Indian culture
encompasses not only a way of life
but also an intellectual legacy,
boasting texts by revered figures like
Rishis and Gurus. The lecture
underscored the imperative of
preserving diverse facets of Indian
culture, ranging from physical and
intellectual to ethical, artistic, and
medical aspects.

Miss Komal Chhikara, Assistant
Professor at the University of Delhi,
conducted a vibrant workshop on

'Indian Festivals and

Traditions.' Using
colorful PowerPoint
slides, she

highlighted the rich
tapestry of festivals 4%
celebrated
throughout India.
Post-presentation, ®
she orchestrated a
lively activity, crafting
twenty questions based on the
session's content, and employing a
Google questionnaire for responses.
Participants eagerly submitted
answers online, competing for prizes
like books, pens, and souvenirs.
Winners emerged based on the
precision and speed of their
responses, creating an engaging and
rewarding learning experience for all
involved.

Mr. Zameer Anwar, a Research
Scholar at the Centre for Roma
Studies and Cultural Relations -
ARSP, outlined the CRSCR's mission
to foster research on the Roma
community. Touching on historical,
cultural, and theoretical dimensions,
he emphasized the enduring
connection between the Roma and
India.

During an engaging session with KIP
delegates, Professor Shashi Bala
motivated them to share diverse
experiences. The lively discussion

showcased participants'
perspectives on India, highlighting
cultural connections. Impressed by
India's strides in Ayurveda, Yoga,
socioeconomic factors, music, films,

technology, and IT, delegates
expressed pride in the nation's
achievements. Economic growth,
higher education, and technology
were focal points. Delightful
discussions on Indian cuisine added
to the positive experience, and
delegates departed with cherished
memories, emphasizing the
enriching visit.

Shri Amit Gupta, Joint Secretary of
ARSP, thanked the global Indian
diaspora for their impactful
contributions. Emphasizing youth's
pivotal role, he highlighted their
influence in enhancing India's global
standing, particularly in the ABC
sectors. The event concluded with
certificates presented to the KIP
batch, recognizing their enthusiasm
and potential. [

MEA's Flagship 'Know India Programme' for Youth
Diaspora Completes 20 years

At the Ministry of External Affairs,
Secretary (CPV & OIA) Shri Muktesh
K. Pardeshi marked a significant
moment by addressing the
Valedictory Session of the 70th Know
India Programme (KIP). Running
from December 11 to 29, 2023, the
70th KIP brought together 34
participants from diverse nations like
Fiji, Mauritius, Trinidad & Tobago,
Suriname, Sri Lanka, South Africa,
Myanmar, Malaysia, and Colombia.

Launched in 2003, the Know India
Programme celebrated its 20th
anniversary, having successfully
connected 2513 Persons of Indian
Origin (PIO) youth from 53 countries
with their ancestral homeland. The

program's global impact
is evident, with notable
contributors hailing from

countries like South
Africa, Fiji, Mauritius,
and beyond.

Open to individuals aged
21-35 worldwide, the KIP
offers comprehensive
support, including return air tickets,
local hospitality, and transportation.
Over three weeks, participants
immerse themselves in India's
history, culture, and modern
developments.

Key program elements encompass
visits to historically and culturally
significant sites, exposure to
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democratic institutions, and insights
into flagship economic schemes like
Digital India and Make in India. As the
70th edition concludes, anticipation
builds for the 71st KIP, scheduled for
January 3 to 19, 2024, promising yet
another enriching experience for
participants. [ ]
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INdia-Nepal Joint Commission Meeting in Kathmandu StrengThens

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with Nepal's Foreign Minister Narayan Prakash Saud in Kathmandu on January 4, 2023.

On January 4, 2023, India's External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and
Nepal's Foreign Minister NP Saud co-
chaired the 7th India-Nepal Joint
Commission meeting in Kathmandu,
solidifying their robust developmental
partnership. Discussions covered
vital areas, including trade, economic
relations, connectivity projects, and
defense cooperation. Crucial
agreements were signed, spanning
High Impact Community
Development Projects, long-term
power trade, renewable energy
cooperation, Munal Satellite, and the
transfer of the 5th tranche of post-

Jajarkot earthquake relief supplies.
EAM Jaishankar highlighted the
meeting's productivity on social
media platform X, emphasizing its
broad focus on agriculture, energy,
disaster management, tourism, civil
aviation, and cultural exchanges.
Three cross-border transmission
lines were inaugurated, enhancing
connectivity. EAM Jaishankar's
engagements included meetings with
Nepal Prime Minister Prachanda and
President Paudel, solidifying the
enduring bond between the nations.
The visit reaffirmed Nepal's
significance under India's

'Neighbourhood First' policy,
sustaining the tradition of high-level
engagements and reinforcing the
strong relationship between these
close neighbors. ]

MoS External Affairs V. Muraleedharan Addnesses
Indian Diaspora Concerns AT Fujairah EVENT IN UAE

Minister of State for External Affairs,
V. Muraleedharan, participated in a
community event in Fu#'airah, UAE,
addressing challenges faced by the
Indian diaspora. Teaming up with
Consul General of India at UAE,
Satish Kumar Sivan, the Minister
tackled issues like degree
equivalence, healthcare challenges,
chartered accountants' recognition in
the UAE, passport tatkal problems,
and Aadhar card implementation for
Non-Resident Indians (NRIs).
Muraleedharan emphasized recent
legislative changes as crucial steps
towards India's development,
drawing parallels with Mahatma
Gandhi's vision of Swaraj. He

acknowledged technological
integration, citing Al in the Evidence
Act amendments. Discussing legal
reforms, the Minister highlighted the
shift to a justice-centric approach and
stressed the need for a swift legal
system. Encouraging diaspora
involvement in India's progress, he
called for active contributions,
especially in education. During his
UAE visit, Muraleedharan reviewed
consular issues at the Indian
Consulate in Dubai, emphasizing a
humanitarian perspective. The
Minister urged the diaspora to play a
vital role in India's transformation
towards a developed and just nation.

V. Muraleedharan, the Minister of
State for External Affairs, participated
in a recent community event in
Fujairah, UAE, where he addressed
and evaluated the diverse challenges
encountered by the Indian diaspora.

BJP President J.P.

Nadda Releases Commemorative Stamp

Marking 200 Years of Indian-ORrigin Tamils in Sri |.AN|(A

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
President J.P. Nadda showcased
solidarity with Indian-origin Tamils in
Sri Lanka by releasing a
commemorative stamp at the BJP
headquarters in New Delhi, marking
the 200th anniversary of their arrival.
Nadda, recalling his tenure as Health
Minister, shared experiences and
acknowledged the community's
historical struggles. Emphasizing
India's commitment, he pledged
continued support. BJP's Tamil Nadu
Chief, K. Annamalai, lauded Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's view of Sri
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Lanka as a "civilizational twin" and
commended Modi's aid during
challenges. The stamp symbolizes
BJP's unwavering backing for Indian-
origin Tamils in Sri Lanka. Senthil
Thondaman, Sri Lanka's Eastern
Province Governor, received the
stamp, expressing gratitude for
India's recognition and citing
initiatives enhancing Tamil welfare.
The BJP highlighted Modi's projects,
including housing and facilities,
demonstrating India's ongoing
dedication to uplift Indian-origin
Tamils in Sri Lanka.
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BJP National President J.P. Nadda along
with Sri Lanka's Governor of the Eastern
Province, Senthil Thondaman, during
release of a stamp at BJP Headquarters
in Delhi on December 30, 2023.
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INdia Leads Global Remitrance Charts

In a groundbreaking achievement,
India has ascended to the summit of
global remittances in 2023, securing
its position as the world leader,
according to the latest data from the
World Bank. The Migration and
Development Brief, released on
December 18, 2023, reveals that
India has garnered an astonishing
$125 billion in remittances,
surpassing all other nations. This
significant milestone underscores the
nation's robust economic ties with its
diaspora worldwide, making a
substantial contribution to India's
financial landscape.

The report highlights the substantial
impact of the Indian workforce across
various countries, particularly in the
United States, the United Kingdom,
Singapore, and Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) nations. India's share
in remittances to South Asia rose to

66% in 2023 from 63% in the previous
year, solidifying its dominance in the
region.

The surge in remittances can be
attributed to strategic government
initiatives, including the integration of
India's Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) with Singapore's payment
systems and collaborative efforts with
the UAE for cross-border
transactions in local currencies.
India's successful implementation of
non-residential deposit programs has
also played a pivotal role, attracting
significant foreign currency, with non-
residential deposits reaching $143
billion as of September 2023.

However, the World Bank cautions
about potential risks, such as a
forecasted decline in real income for
migrants in 2024 due to global
inflation and low growth prospects.

WORLD BANK GROUP

The World Bank released its latest
Migration and Development Brief
on December 18, 2023.

Despite these concerns, remittances
to low- and middle-income countries
are anticipated to grow, albeit at a
slower pace, in the coming years. The
report emphasizes the multifaceted
impact of these financial inflows on
the Indian economy, showcasing the
intricate interplay of global migration,
economic policy, and the
indispensable role played by the
Indian diaspora in shaping the
country's economic landscape. [ |

INdiaN-boRN eNTREpRENEUR Firdaus KhaRras Gets one of
Canada's highest honoRrs

In a remarkable recognition of his
outstanding contributions to
advancing social change through
human-centred media, Firdaus
Kharas, a distinguished India-born
entrepreneur, has been appointed as
an Officer of the Order of Canada.
The announcement was made as
part of the annual list of 2023
appointees to the prestigious Order,
one of the highest honours in the
country.

Governor General of Canada Mary
Simon unveiled the list of appointees
on Thursday, which included three
new "companions," the highest level
of the Order, 15 officers, including
one honorary officer, and 59
members. Firdaus Kharas, 68, was
appointed as an officer "for advancing
social change through human-
centred media as a social

entrepreneur, humanitarian, and
mass communications media
producer."

Expressing his gratitude for the
honor, Kharas stated, "I am deeply
moved to receive this high honour,

which is especially meaningful to me
as an immigrant. Although a high-
achieving community, Parsis are a
minuscule community numbering
only 3,600 in Canada, so it is
extremely satisfying to be noticed in
this way."

Firdaus Kharas is renowned for his
work as a producer of social and
behavioural change
communications, impacting over a
billion people globally. In 1995, he
founded Chocolate Moose Media, a
social enterprise dedicated to
creating mass communications to
enhance the human condition. His
impactful work has been
disseminated in 198 countries,
reaching diverse audiences in
various languages, including India.

Among his numerous accolades,
Kharas has received 125 awards,
including the prestigious Peabody
Award, and has been conferred with
several honorary doctorates from
esteemed universities. The Order of
Canada recognizes individuals who
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have made extraordinary and
sustained contributions to Canada
across all sectors of society.

Appointees, including Firdaus
Kharas, will be invited to an
investiture ceremony at a later date to
receive their insignia. The dates for
these ceremonies will be announced
in due course, celebrating the
remarkable achievements of those
who have left an indelible mark on
Canadian society. [ |
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Shri Basedeo Panday
(1933 -2024)

It is with profound sadness that we
announce the passing of Basdeo
Panday, former Prime Minister of
Trinidad and Tobago, on New Year's
Day 2024. Surrounded by his family,
he succumbed to the challenges of a
prolonged iliness while undergoing
medical treatment at a hospital in
Jacksonville, Florida. The
announcement was made by his
daughter, Mickela Panday.

Born on May 25, 1933, Basdeo
Panday dedicated his life to public

Obirtuary

service, leaving an indelible mark on
the political landscape of Trinidad and
Tobago. A stalwart figure in the realm
of politics, he served as the Prime
Minister from October 1995 to
December 2001, leading the nation
through a crucial period of its history.

His political journey began in 1971
when he entered Parliament,
representing the people with passion
and unwavering dedication. Basdeo
Panday's commitment to public
service extended beyond his role as
Prime Minister; he served as the
Opposition Leader from 1976 through
1995 and again from 2002 to 2010,
with brief interruptions in 1977 and
from 1987 to 1988.

Senator since 1971, he assumed the
position following the opposition's
boycott of elections in protest of
fraudulent practices. A man of
conviction, Panday played a pivotal
role in shaping the political discourse
of Trinidad and Tobago for nearly four
decades until his retirement in May
2010.

Basdeo Panday's legacy is one of
remarkable statesmanship, marked
by his tireless efforts to enhance the
lives of the citizens he served. A
staunch advocate for social justice,
his principles and dedication will
undoubtedly serve as an inspiration
for generations to come.

In addition to his social endeavors,
Basdeo Panday was a senior
member of the jury of ARS Nyas of
ARSP, honored with the Bharat Vansi
Gaurav Award. His multifaceted
contributions to society exemplified
his commitment to excellence and
service.

As we mourn the loss of a
distinguished leader, the Antar
Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP)
extends its deepest condolences to
the family, friends, and the people of
Trinidad and Tobago. May Basdeo
Panday's legacy of service and
unwavering commitment to the nation
continue to shine brightly as a guiding
light for the future. u

Professor Ved Prakash Nanda
(1934-2024)

With immense sadness and profound
grief, we announce the passing of
Professor Ved Prakash Nanda Ji on
January 2, 2024. A luminary in the
field of law, an esteemed academic,
and a passionate advocate for India-
USA relations, Professor Nanda's
departure leaves an irreplaceable
void in the realms of academia,
diplomacy, and the Indian-American
community.

At the time of his passing, Professor
Nanda held the distinguished position
of John Evans Distinguished
University Professor at the University

of Denver, Colorado, USA. His
commitment to legal education was
unparalleled, and his legacy
extended far beyond the confines of
his academic roles. As the Founding
Director and Director Emeritus of the
International Legal Studies Program
and the Director of the Ved Nanda
Center for International and
Comparative Law at the University Of
Denver Sturm College Of Law,
Professor Nanda played a pivotal role
in shaping the intellectual landscape
in the field.

For over four decades, Professor
Nanda served as a prominent figure
in the Indian diaspora in the USA. His
tireless efforts significantly
contributed to fostering strong
diplomatic ties between India and the
United States. Recognizing his
exceptional contributions, he was
awarded the prestigious Padma
Bhushan in 2018 for outstanding
contributions to literature and
education.

In 2006, Professor Nanda received a
significant honor when University of
Denver alumni Doug and Mary
Scrivner presented a $1 million
founding gift to establish the Ved
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Nanda Center for International and
Comparative Law. The Center,
inaugurated in 2007, stands as a
testament to Professor Nanda's
enduring influence, actively
promoting scholarship in
international law and hosting various
programs for lawyers, students, and
community participants.

Professor Nanda awarded the
prestigious Bharat Vanshi Gaurav
Award on 14th May, 2011 by Antar
Rashtriya Sahayog Nyas. His
remarkable legacy as a diplomatic
bridge-builder and advocate for
enduring friendship between India
and the United States will be
remembered for generations to
come.

During this time of mourning, we
extend our heartfelt condolences to
his family, friends, and the people of
the USA and India. May Professor
Ved Prakash Nanda's legacy of
service and commitment to the nation
serve as a guiding light for the future.
May his soul restin eternal peace.

ARSP BULLETIN * JANUARY, 2024




Yanktesh Permal Reddy
(YP Reddy)

It is with heavy hearts that we
announce the passing of Yanktesh
Permal Reddy, affectionately known
as YP Reddy, a revered Indian
diaspora personality, Fijian
entrepreneur, and the visionary
founder and chairman of the Reddy
Group. YP Reddy also held the
esteemed position of being the owner
of the Tanoa Group. He peacefully
departed this world at the age of 89 in
Auckland, New Zealand, on January

4,2024.

Born into a legacy of resilience and
determination, YP Reddy emerged as
a stalwart leader and a driving force in
the business world. His
entrepreneurial spirit, coupled with a
deep commitment to community
development, made him a beloved
figure not only among the Indian
diaspora but also in the hearts of
those he touched around the globe.

Under his astute guidance, the Reddy
Group flourished into a conglomerate
known for its innovation and social
responsibility. YP Reddy's
unwavering dedication to excellence
and ethical business practices set a
standard for others to follow. His
imprint on the business landscape
will endure as a testament to his
foresight and leadership.

Beyond his business acumen, YP
Reddy was a philanthropist,
contributing to numerous charitable
causes and community initiatives. His

generosity touched the lives of many,
leaving an indelible mark on the
communities he served.

As we bid farewell to this luminary, the
Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad
(ARSP) expresses its deepest
condolences to the bereaved family,
friends, and the people of Fiji. YP
Reddy's impact was not confined to
borders; it resonated globally,
fostering connections and goodwill.

In honoring his memory, let us reflect
on the legacy of YP Reddy. May his
vision, integrity, and commitment to
uplifting communities serve as an
inspiration for generations to come. In
the face of this loss, we find solace in
the enduring spirit of service that YP
Reddy embodied throughout his
remarkable life.

May his soul rest in eternal peace,
and may his legacy continue to shine
brightly, much like the guiding light he
was for so many. [

R ™ i
Vinod Shankarbhai Patel
(1939 -2024)

It is with heavy hearts that we
announce the passing of Vinod
Shankarbhai Patel, a distinguished
Fiji Indian businessman, football
administrator, and politician. Mr.
Patel, born on 28 February 1939, left
an indelible mark on Fiji's business
and political landscape during his
remarkable life. He peacefully
departed from this world on 5 January
2024.

Vinod S. Patel's enduring legacy is
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epitomized by the Vinod S. Patel
Group, a widely recognized hardware
business in Fiji. The success of the
enterprise stands as a testament to
his unwavering dedication, tenacity,
and tireless work ethic. His
contributions to the business sector
have not only shaped the local
economy but have also inspired
aspiring entrepreneurs.

Beyond his achievements in
business, Mr. Patel was a notable
figure in the realm of football
administration and politics. His
leadership extended far beyond
borders, resonating globally and
fostering connections that
transcended geographical
boundaries. The Antar Rashtriya
Sahayog Parishad (ARSP) extends
its deepest condolences to the
bereaved family, friends, and the
people of Fiji during this difficult time.

Vinod Shankarbhai Patel's impact
was not confined to the material
realm; his philanthropic endeavors
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and commitment to community
development were exemplary. The
void left by his passing is deeply felt,
not only in Fiji but also in the hearts of
those who were touched by his
benevolence and leadership.

In honoring his memory, let us reflect
on the legacy of Vinod Shankarbhai
Patel. May his vision, integrity, and
commitment to uplifting communities
serve as an enduring inspiration for
generations to come. As we grapple
with the loss of a luminary, we find
solace in the enduring spirit of service
that he embodied throughout his
remarkable life.

As we bid farewell to this remarkable
individual, may Vinod Shankarbhai
Patel's soul restin eternal peace. May
his legacy continue to shine brightly,
much like the guiding light he was for
so many. In our collective memory, he
will forever remain a beacon of
inspiration, reminding us of the
profound impact one person can
have on the world. [}
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Blhiutan Graduated from The LDC Category

= Ministry of Foreign Affairs and External Trade, Bhutan

The 46th Plenary Meeting of the 78th
United Nations General Assembly
held on 18 December 2023 adopted
by consensus the resolution
(A/78/L.27) titled 'Graduation of
Bhutan from the least developed
country category'. 162 member
states of the UN co-sponsored the
resolution.

The resolution commends the
commitment of Bhutan to graduate
from the LDC category and invites
bilateral, regional and multilateral
development and trading partners to

provide full support to the
implementation of Bhutan's 13th
National Development Plan and
Long-Term Plan spanning up to 2034,
including by extending all the
international support measures
particularly those related to trade, as
per the Doha Programme of Action,
until 13 December 2028.

Bhutan graduated from the LDC
category on 13 December 2023 after
a five year preparatory period in line
with the UN resolution 73/133
passed on 13 December 2018.

Bhutan was recommended for
graduation after meeting graduation
thresholds in the GNI per capita and
Human Assets Index criteria during
two consecutive triennial reviews of
2015 and 2018. During the 2021
triennial review, Bhutan met
graduation thresholds for all three
criteria, including the Economic and
Environmental Vulnerability Index.

Bhutan was among the first group of
LDCs listed by the United Nations in
1971 and is the seventh country to
graduate from the category. [}

MHPA's former MD conferred with Druk Thuksey medal

His Majesty The King conferred the
Druk Thuksey (Heart Son of Bhutan)
medal to Arvind Kumar Mishra,
former Managing Director of
Mangdechhu Hydropower Authority
(MHPA), during the 116th National
Day celebrations in Thimphu.

The award recognises his
exceptional services to Bhutan's
hydropower development.

In his role as MHPA's Managing
Director, Arvind Kumar Mishra
oversaw the project's entire lifecycle,
from its inception to successful
commissioning in seven years.

His innovative approach and
unconventional strategies led to the
project's rapid progress and
completion at an optimal cost, making
it a benchmark project in the SAARC
region.

AK Mishra's association with
Bhutan's hydropower sector spans
over 12 years, working at Kurichhu
and then at Mangdechhu projects.

Expressing his gratitude, AK Mishra
said that the award is a testament to
the Bhutanese government's
recognition, particularly from the
highest level. “| feel deeply satisfied.”

He acknowledged the logistical
challenges of the MHPA project,
despite that the project was
completed in seven years with

optimum cost.

I am committed
to applying my
expertise to give
back to society and
serve Bhutan for as
long as | am able.

“The project's total cost was Nu 50.2
billion, which translated to Nu 70
million per megawatt (MW) capacity
of total capacity of 720 MW,” AK
Mishra said, “With our dedicated
team's unwavering efforts, the MHPA
stands as a benchmark project.” In
the next 10 years, nobody can break
this record considering per MW cost,
he added.

He said that the project has already
generated Nu 40 billion in revenue,
with complete cost recovery within
the next year. The interest during
construction (IDC) was about Nu 12
billion which would be also recovered
later, AK Mishra added.

He also said that the project was
implemented with innovative
solutions, an example could be

STl ATl Tl BTG IFBIAG!

= Thukten Zangpo, Kuensel

bringing in a new contract system, a
standard bidding document that

effectively reduced contractual

disputes.

‘I am committed to applying my
expertise to give back to society and
serve Bhutan for as long as | am
able,” AK Mishra said.

In 2020, the project was awarded the
prestigious Brunel Medal by the
Institute of Civil Engineers, London
as a recognition of excellence in civil
engineering and the project's social
and environmental credentials.

The project is expected to reduce
about 2.4 million tonnes of
greenhouse gas emissions each
year.

—
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Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh honoured

Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh was
awarded the National Order of Merit
(Gold) in recognition of her
distinguished services to Bhutan.

Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh, the first
Indian Regional Director for WHO's
South-East Asia Region, played a
pivotal role in supporting
transformative healthcare leadership
in Bhutan from 2014 to 2024. Her
tenure witnessed remarkable strides,
including Bhutan becoming one of the
first countries to eliminate measles

and rubella ahead of schedule.
She made significant
contributions to help Bhutan
excel in COVID-19 vaccination.
Dr Khetrapal Singh's impactful
strategies extended across
communicable diseases,
noncommunicable diseases,
reproductive health, health
systems, and social
determinants, have had a
lasting positive impact on
Bhutan's public health services.

zKuensel

The Monk and The Gun AT The Oscars

The Bhutanese film “The Monk and
the Gun” by Director Pawo Choyning
Dorji has been shortlisted for Best
International Film at the 96th
Academy Awards to be held on March
10.

The 96th Academy Awards will be
held at the Dolby Theatre at Ovation
Hollywood in Los Angeles.

The Monk and the Gun is among the
15 films in the category of
International feature film shortlisted
by the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences.

Director Pawo Choyning Dorji rose to
international fame when his 2022 film
Lunana: AYak in the Classroom, was
nominated for Oscars in the Best
International Film category in 2022.
The film did not win an award.

But at home his contributions to
Bhutanese films and achievements at
the international stage was
recognised with the country's most
prestigious and honourable Druk
Thuksey medal.

“l am so honored and grateful to the
Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and
Sciences for giving me this precious
opportunity to represent my country
and my culture,” Pawo Choying Doriji
posted on his Facebook page.

“Thankful to all the crew, the cast, the
producers and the entire team for
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helping make all this
possible,” he posted.

The BICMA announced on
September 8 that the film “The
Monk and the Gun” has been
selected as Bhutan's
submission for the Best
International Feature Film
category at the 96th Academy
Awards.

“The Monk And The Gun stood
out as the unanimous choice
of the Selection Committee.
The film has garnered acclaim
for its innovative storytelling,
unique thematic elements,
strong narrative, and
exceptional performances by
the cast. It was seen as a true
reflection of Bhutan, both in F&

terms of its narrative and
technical craftsmanship,” said
BICMA.

The film has received several awards
across the globe — the Best Original
Screenplay at the Stars Asian
International Film Festival in Los
Angeles, USA, Director's Choice
Award at the 10th Illuminate Film
Festival in Santa Barbara, California,
won IMDb Audience Award at Jio
Mumbai film festival, the Special Jury
Prize at the Rome Film Festival in
Rome, Italy.

In Vancouver International Film
Festival, the film won the Audience
Choice Award for the Showcase
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category, at the Woodstock Film
Festival in New York the film got the
honorable mention in both the
Gigantic Pictures Award for Best
Feature Film and the Haskell Wexler
Award for Best Cinematography.

The film had its world premiere on
September 1, 2023, at the 50th
Telluride Film Festival.

The Monk and the Gun is the third
Bhutanese film to be nominated for
an Oscar. Kyentse Norbu's 'The Cup'
was nominated in 1999, and Pawo
Choyning Doriji's Lunana: AYak in the
Classroom, in 2022. ]
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