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As part of its regular dialogue on
India's relations with neighbouring
countries, Antar-Rashtriya Sahayog
Parishad organized a workshop on
10th June 2023, at Pravasi Bhawan,
New Delhi, to deliberate on the
current state of India-Sri Lanka
relations. The workshop aimed at
addressing the present economic
difficulties experienced in Sri Lanka
and the assistance provided by India
to tide over the crisis.

The workshop was chaired by Dr.
Markandey Rai who said Sri Lanka is
a priority partner of India not only
because of its strategic location but
also because of its long relations with
India for the last 400-500 BC when
Buddhism reached Sri Lanka and
King Vijaya of Bengal along with his
followers went there and established
the kingdom of Sinhala.
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Sri-Lanka- A Priority PaRTNER OF INdiA

Dr. George Cooke, Diplomatic
Historian & Strategist and Senior
Lecturer, University of Colombo,
pointed out India and Sri Lanka have
a large role to play in India pacific
region, hence India remains constant
in the formulation of foreign policy of
Sri Lanka. Dr. Cooke intimated the
historical and geographic proximity
and ideological similarities bind two
countries for the wider collaboration
and please Sri Lanka to contribute
greatly to Indo-pacific strategy. He
said, Sri Lanka is one of the oldest
democracy where as India is the
largest democracy, sharing
something very significant with
different countries of the world. Dr.
Cooke asserted that 2024 is the very
crucial and decisive year for both
countries as India and Sri Lanka are
going to see elections. Given that we
should continue to strengthen our
democratic process and support
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each other for enhancing the
democratization and initiatives taken
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
consolidate the relation should not be
lost. Dr Cooke expressed “You can
change your neighbor if you do not
like, but cannot change the countries,
so we need to cooperate and
collaborate for furthering relations.

Amb. A. Manickam said, after
independence, India has come to
help Sri Lanka on many occasions
but Sri Lanka has not reciprocated in
a same fashion. India extended a
pivotal help to Sri Lanka in wiping out
LTTE in 2008, however Sri Lanka
tilted towards China and went against
the interests of India on several
occasions. He pointed out, at present
the Government of India understands
dynamics and is ready to help and
support so now it is the conducive to
deepen the relation further, as India is




the right partner to help Sri Lanka in
becoming food self sufficient country.
Amb. Manickam also noted the vast
opportunities of tourism for Sri Lanka
as India is the biggest market
because Indians are not very
interested sun basking but visiting
shrines, temples and viharas and
ancient Hindu sites like
Ketheeswaram temple, Arulmigu
Meenakshi Sundaraswarar Temple,
Koneswaram Temple, but the
connectivity is to be improved. He
also suggested the significance of
investment by Indian industrialists but
the Government of Sri Lanka has to
make investment friendly
environment for Indians and the anti-
India rhetoric, made by certain media
and particular groups, which has to
be nipped in the bud.
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Amb. Virendra Gupta, President,
ARSP, stated, we need to look at the
people-to-people connection and
expand the interaction with civil
society organizations that will help
understand the faceted dynamics of
relations with Sri Lanka. He said, one
cannot find the concept of
compassion in international relations
anywhere in the world but Indian
philosophy of 'Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam' shows its commitment
to ensuring the peaceful neighbors
and extending help when needed.
Amb. Gupta mentioned, India's
relation with Sri Lanka hinges largely
on our understanding of Sri Lankan
sovereign space as well as being
sensitive to the aspiration of Sri
Lanka for its development and its
economic progress.

Prof. Sanjay Bhardwaj, JNU, said two
important factors; religious elements
and ethnicity which decide the
relations between India and Sri
Lanka, because we are part of
common culture that brings both
countries closer. India, being a

responsible regional power, is
focused on security; both internal and
external, so security issues are
dominating the discourse till date.
Besides, security factors, India is
looking at Sri Lanka as a

developmental partner and Indian
and Sri Lanka develop together. India
is also concerned about the political
stability in Sri Lanka because it has
implicit and explicit implications on
India and Indian states. Prof.
Bhardwaj pointed out the dominating
discourse on including and excluding
nationalistic discourse in Sri Lanka,
as the excluding discourse has
become a prime cause of discontent
between India and Sri Lanka. The
gross violation of human rights and
exclusion of the minorities and
avoidance of democratic values in Sri
Lankan society cannot engender
strong relation with India. Sri Lankan
society itself has faced the music in
the form of the recent crisis because
of the repercussions out of such
exclusionary tendencies. He also
stated, “India has opened up for
multilateral approach and ready to
share resources and technology with
Sri Lanka for its development, it has
already be substantiated by India
through having given 4 billion dollar
as an aid to Sri Lanka in the recent
crisis.

- Dr. Bhavan Bhavaguhan,
Senior Analyst - Global Tamil
Forum, UK, talked about the
malevolence of Sinhalese to
the Tamils as the majority
Sinhalese government
disenfranchised the minority
Tamil of Indian origin in 1948
and since then ethnic crisis
and full-fledged civil war
continued till 2009. He
pointed out the Indo-Sri
Lanka Peace Accord that is
an internationally binding
agreement between India
and Sri Lanka with regards
to resolving Tamil-Sinhalese
ethnic crisis through the
devolution of political power
to the provinces. He told,
India should not stay away
but engage with Sri Lanka in
an effective manner for the
mutually beneficial
progress.

The workshop ended with the vote of
thanks given by Dr. Markandey Rai.

Report by Zameer Anwar,
Research Fellow, CRSCR-ARSP
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Prime MinisTer NarendrAa Modi's VisiT To USA:
India's Growing

Sansad Television hosted a talk on
"Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit
to USA: India's Growing Respect
Abroad" in Pravasi Bhawan, Delhi on
25 June, 2023. The producer,
Pratibimb Sharma anchored the
program that was a collaboration
between Antar-Rashtriya Sahayog
Parishad (ARSP), DD and Center for
Studies in International Relations.
The realm of Indian Diaspora is a
fascinating one which engages the
entire hoi Polloi of the larger comity of
nation States. Soft power, though a
word engineered in the west has
always been a key instrumentality of
power projection by a rapidly
transforming Bharat. The event if one
harks back to it reinstated the
progression of Indian Diaspora in the

.,

larger geo political and geo economic
palate of the international system.

The event was flagged off by Sri
Shyam Parande, secretary general-
ARSP who insisted on the posy 2014
trending of Indian Diaspora as before
the time, very few of the comity of
Indian community could walk the talk
with their head held high. Sri Parande
pointed out the significant
contribution of Indian Diaspora to the
progress of USA economy and
reinforcing the Relation between two
countries. He was followed by Sri Anil
Joshi who elaborated on the expanse
and the impact of the high octane
Indian Diaspora.

Dr. Manan Dwivedi and Dr. Rajeev
Nayan as the designated office

holders of the CSIR dwelt upon the
notion of the secretarial construct of
CSIR and how for the last two
decades it has been a blazing a trail of
glory in the realm of germinating,
researching and disseminating the
myth lore and reality of the India and
the Bharat from the perspective of
International Relations. Dr.
Raghuvansh talked about the critical
role of Bharat for USAin order to tame
China and Zameer Anwar elucidated
the indispensable role of strong
Indian Diaspora along with historical
Diaspora of India such as Roma who
as a cultural ambassador can turn out
to be pivotal for pervading and
promoting Indian cultural, spiritual
and ancient wisdom all over the
world. ]

The Meeting of ARSP Indore Chapter Held ar

The meeting of Indore chapter,
convened on 22 June, 2023, was
attended by Indore office bearers and

members. Following decisions,
unanimously accepted, are as
follows:

1. In accordance with the
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Ekal Bhavan Hall

ongoing campaign for
inducting new members
in ARSP, the members
present at the meeting
suggested several
suitable names, with the
commitment that before
the nextARSP

meeting, those probable
members will be
contacted and inspired to fulfil the
membership formalities.

2. The members present
collectively decided that in the
coming months, ARSP Indore
chapter will host

programmes which will be in the
format of-

a) lectures by eminent
speakers on socio-cultural and

International issues
b) arranging panel discussions

on contemporary national and
international issues

c) contacting dignitaries visiting
Indore and arranging their lectures for
ARSP members

Report by
Dr Subrato Guha
President, ARSP-Indore Chapter




Roma Community — Lost Children of Grear Indian Family

=z Zameer Anwar
Research Fellow,
Centre for Roma Studies and Cultural Relations
Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad-ARSP

India has witnessed numerous out-
migrations since the time
immemorial, nonetheless, the most
intriguing but turbulent dislocation
from Northern India has been
identified with  Roma community
whose forefathers were enslaved by
Mahmud of Ghazni in September-
December 1018 CE when he invaded
and plundered Mathura and Kannauij.
The Tarikh Al-Yamini, a war chronicle
by Sultan Mahmud's secretary, Abu
Nasr Muhammad bin Abd al Jabbar-
al-Utbi, reports the forced dislocation
of 50,000 ( 55000 by other historians)
people from Mathura and Kannauj,
caused by the invasion of Mahmud of
Ghazni. These deportees who were
outstanding tin-smiths, iron-smiths,
gold-smiths and proficient craftsmen,
artisans, warriors, musicians,
dancers and notables belonging to all
walks of life turned out to be the
progenitors of Roma. The captured
were sold as slaves in Kabul and later
in Khorasan, Transoxiana (now
Central Asia) and Bagdad where they
outnumbered the local population. As
Mahmud was aware of the skill and
craftsmanship of theses prisoners of
war so he was disposed to exploit
with an aim of turning Ghazni into the
capital city of the world and engaged
them in the construction of palaces,
buildings and Masijid-i-Jami (Bride of
Heaven mosque) in Ghazni (now in
south-eastern Afghanistan) and
others.

Roma traversed the different
territories, starting from Kannauj,
Mathura and other northern parts of
India to Ghazni in Zabulistan
(Southern Afghanistan) and
Khorasan in north-eastern Iran
wherefrom, they as Ghulams and
non-free military forces joined the
Seljuks who defeated Ghaznavid
army in the Battle of Dandanagan in
1040. Afterwards, they moved
towards Baghdad in Iraq, Armenia
and Asia Minor regions on the capture
of the city Ani or Anion (the present-

day Armenian-Turkish border at Kars)
in 1064 CE and the decisive defeat of
the Byzantine army at the Battle of
Manzikert or Malazgirt in 1071 CE by
the Seljuk. In the early fourteenth
century, the expansion of the
Ottoman Empire throughout Asia
Minor precipitated a massive exodus
of Roma to Bulgaria, Romania, and
Serbia, some stayed in other Balkan
states and offered skilled
craftsmanship to mainly backward
rural populations, while other Romani
groups headed further west in Europe
by the fifteenth century.

The history of Roma is part of shared
history of India, as Roma and Indians
suffered the same fate. Roma were
displaced by Sultan Mahmud of
Ghazni, whereas numerous Indian
villages and towns were burnt and
desolated as well as a multitude of
Indians were killed by the same
sultan. Despite an elapse of more
than thousand years of Roma's
exodus, Indians and Roma are knit
together by a sense of shared culture
and values. This is not only a
historical and traditional kinship but
also a physical and genetic
symmetry.

The Romani people are traditionally
itinerants, but now a majority of them
no longer leads a nomadic life. They
were widely known by the appellation
'Gypsies' until the First World Romani
Congress in 1971 when the name
“‘Roma” was officially adopted as the
sole preferred ethnonym for the
Roma-Gypsy groups. The linguists
and philologists hypothesize that the
word Roma originates from Domba
(Sanskrit word “Doma”), an ethnic
nomadic group living in the northern
part of India. The word “Roma”
means “Man and Husband” as well as
Romni means “Woman and Wife” and
refers to lots of different sub-ethnic
groups, including Kalderash in south-
eastern Europe; Gypsy and
Romanichals in England; Sinti and

Zigeuner in Germany and ltaly; Gitan
and Manush in France; Cigani in
Hungary; Kale in Wales, Finland and
Portugal; Gitano in Spain; Cigan in
Russia; Zingari in Turkey as well as
many others.

The estimated population of Roma is
to be 22 million in the world and
around 12-14 million Romani people
living on the European continent,
representing the largest ethnic
minority of Europe but awfully
marginalized and backward
community. (3.5 min Turkey, 2.0 min
Romania, 1 m in Bulgaria, 0.8 m in
Spain, 0.6 m in Hungary, 0.5 m in
France and 0.5 m in Slovakia). In
Bulgaria, North Macedonia, Slovakia,
Romania, Serbia and Hungary, Roma
make up between 8-10% of the total
population. Both USA and Brazil also
have large Roma population,
exceeding 1 million each.

Romani Culture and Philosophy
Symbolizing Indian Heritage

The Roma have taken up the central
religion of the host countries where
they have settled or been living,
though this was usually superficial
and just a formal adoption for
avoiding religious persecution and
alienation. However, some groups of
Roma community are still pagans and
worshipers of sun and nature. It is
also riveting to signify the hereditary
disposition of various groups of Roma
communities towards India's Dharmic
religions, venerating different deities
and exalting the Hindu philosophy for
their quest for spiritual and temporal
realms, despite they profess to
Christianity or Islam or other religious
orders.

Roma do not keep idols yet worship
female deity, known as Kali Sara (Kali
Bibi) or Sainte Sara —is considered to
be a goddess of fate, fertility, power
and protection, analogous to Indian
divine cult of Goddess Kali / Durga.
For venerating or worshiping Kali
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Sara, many Romani groups, traveling
from all over the world, attend the
Sainte Sara pilgrimage and
procession at Saintes Maries de-la-
Mer, at the communes of Arles in
Southern France between 24th and

25 of May every year. Roma
nomadically sing and dance day and
night on the streets of Saintes-Maries
dela- Mer and mumble prayers in
honor of their patroness.

During the procession Romani
devotees place written prayers for
curing the sick, good luck, and
success in life and business at the
feet or near the feet of the Kali Sara's
statue and they also touch and kiss
the face and eyes of the statue for her
blessing. The celebration of Sara
festival in France is seemingly
corresponding to the procession of
the Kali Pooja and Shaivite tradition in
India. Even at the first sight of this
festival one can get the impression of
parallelism between these two
ceremonies.

The western scholars Dr. Rajko Djuric
and Dr. Ronald Lee along with Indian
scholars like W.R. Rishi, Dr. Lokesh
Chandra and Dr. Shyam Singh
Shashi identified the Romani
ceremony of Kali Sara with Durga

Pooja of India. In Romani cult, Kali
Sara has the appearance and
physiognomy of a pagan idol quite
similar to Indian Goddess Kali and
Durga. Like Hindus, Roma too
venerate the Shaktism. By these
inferences and analysis, it
establishes the fact that Kali Sara is
identically same to the Indian
goddess Durga who is another
aspect of Kali, and the consort of Lord
Shiva.

lan Hancock noted that not only
linguistic, physical and cultural
aspects of Roma are very much
Indian, but also spiritual and mystical
aspects of their life resemble the
Indian spiritual and mystic way of life.
Holding on to Indian cultural values,
Roma believe in higher spiritual
power and broader sense of
humanity, thus are respectful to all
religions and creeds. Concordant
with the precept of “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam” (The Whole of
Humanity is one Family), Roma are
not only the paragon of peaceful and
harmonious coexistence amongst
diverse societies but also an
exemplary model of constructive
integration, living as equals with their
neighbours but keeping their heritage
alive, despite the vicious cycle of

slanders and discrimination against
them.

As they do not claim any specific
religious dogma, so they share and
celebrate together Easter with the
Christians, the Festival of Sacrifice
with the Muslims, and Passover with
the Jews. Roma have preserved
many beliefs and values reminiscent
of Hinduism which continue in day-
today cultural behavior and they still
behave more or less in a same way as
they used to conduct themselves in
India.

Roma believe in philosophy of
dualism viz. God & Devil, Good &
Bad, Permitted & Prohibited and
Clean & Polluted, etc., known as
Kintari, is quite similar to Indian
concept of Karma. Roma are a non-
violent, reflecting their open-
mindedness to denominational
diversity due to their polytheistic
background. Indians and Roma bear
on the ideal of religious freedom,
heterodoxy, acceptance, respect and
equality which embodies the doctrine
of the universal brotherhood and that
is now a sine qua non for a
harmonious, inclusive and peaceful
world. [ ]

INndo-Canadian Shuvaloy Majumdar wins prestigious
seAT iN House of Commons

In a significant electoral breakthrough
for the community, an Indo-Canadian
candidate, Shuvaloy Majumdar was
declared the victor in the by-election
for the riding (as constituencies are
called in Canada) of Calgary Heritage
in the province of Alberta. He has
captured a prestigious seat in the
House of Commons that was once
represented by the then Prime
Minister Stephen Harper.

Majumdar swept to a comprehensive
win with nearly two-third of the votes
cast, according to preliminary results
posted by Elections Canada.
Majumdar, the Conservative Party
candidate, easily bested his closest
rivals from the ruling Liberal Party and
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he New Democratic Party. The seat
had become vacant following the
retirement of the sitting MP Bob
Benzenin December last year.

Majumdar was born in Calgary to
immigrants from India and spent time
working in both Iraq and Afghanistan
in the early 2000s. Known for his
expertise in foreign policy and
national security spheres, Majumdar
had earlier worked in the office of
Stephen Harper, when he was the
Prime Minister. He also worked as an
adviser in the office of Canada's
foreign minister in the Harper
government. He was awarded the
Queen Elizabeth Il Platinum Jubilee
Medal in 2023 “for his service in Iraq
and Afghanistan, and for advancing
Canadian interests abroad in a
disrupted world”. u




PM Narendra Modi receives EGgypr's highest honour
‘Order of The Nile’

During his official visit to Egypt, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was
bestowed with the highest state
honor of Egypt, known as the 'Order
of the Nile.' This recognition marks
the 13th international award received
by Prime Minister Modi. The
prestigious award was presented to
him by Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi, making it a significant
moment as Prime Minister Modi
became the first Indian Prime
Minister to visit Egypt since 1997.

What is the 'Order of the Nile'?
According to the official website of the

Egyptian Presidency, the 'Order of
the Nile' is bestowed upon heads of
states, crown princes, vice
presidents, as well as individuals,

both Egyptian and foreign, who have
rendered exceptional services to the
country or humanity. It is also worth
noting that recipients of this honor are
commemorated upon their passing.

The award itself is a collar made
entirely of pure gold and consists of
three square gold units, each
adorned with pharaonic symbols. The

first unit represents the
protection of the state against
malevolence, while the second
unit symbolizes the prosperity
and happiness brought forth by
the Nile. The third unit signifies
wealth and resilience..

Connecting the three units is a
circular gold flower ornamented
with turquoise and ruby.
Suspended from the collar is a
hexagonal pendant decorated with
pharaonic-style flowers and adorned
with turquoise and ruby gems. At the
center of the pendant, there is a
prominent symbol representing the
Nile, which unites the North (depicted
by the Papyrus) and the South
(represented by the Lotus). [ ]

INdia ANd USA Heading Towards A Berter FuTuRE
ToGgether- PM Modi

PM Modi concluded his highly successful US state visit with an address to the Indian-American diaspora at an event at the
Ronald Reagan Building in Washington. In his speech, he spoke of India's growing ties with America and said that both
countries were 'heading towards a better future together’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had in
2014 enthralled thousands when he
had addressed crowds at Madison
Square Garden in New York City.
Nine years later, the prime minister
did the same when he addressed a
select crowd of Indian-Americans at
the Ronald Reagan Building in
Washington, DC.

The last engagement before he
ended his state visit to the United
States and flew off to Egypt, PM Modi
addressed the Indian diaspora at an
event organised by the United States
Indian Community Foundation during
which chants of '‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai'
and 'Vande Mataram' reverberated
loudly.

After his address, US
Congressman Shri
Thanedar, he also
escorted PM Modi to the
US Congress for his
address, said: “Very
exciting. | have never
seen this king of
enthusiasm for any
visiting prime minister. |
am very proud of PM
Modi. He is enormously popular. | am
looking forward to working with him to
broaden and deepen our
relationship.”

PM Modi had earlier arrived in the US
on 21 June for his maiden state visit

on the invitation of US president Joe
Biden and First Lady Jill Biden. His
visit has gone beyond mere optics —
the two countries, India and the US,
have signed important deals in the
sectors of trade, defence, technology
and space. m
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Prime Minister of Trinidad & Tobago Greered
Fellow CiTizens on INdian Arrival Day

Dr. Keith Rowley, Prime Minister of
the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago,
on the occasion of Indian Arrival Day
2023, extended the official greetings
to members of the East Indian
community, as they celebrate the
arrival of the first indentured
immigrants to our shores on May 30,
1845. Prime Minister urged, let us all
join with the community, as today they
not only reflect on their past, but also
contemplate their further
contributions to the nation-state of
Trinidad and Tobago.

Professor of History, Dr. Brinsley
Samaroo documents the abhorrence
of both the Indian and African
experiences, under British colonial
rule. The first may have been the
three-month crossing of the “Kala-
pani”, considered as “the black
waters”, between India and “Chinitat”,
then to be greeted, sadly, in a land
that said they were a people that had
“no religion, no education, and in their
present state, no wants beyond
eating, drinking and sleeping.”

Although there was the option of
returning to India, after five years on
the sugar plantation, they endured
the prolonged experience of suffering
and sacrifice. They were managed
under a system of criminal laws,

Indian Arrival Day

designed to keep them under control.
They, however, responded with
strategies of solidarity and
maintained their connection to their
religion and their ancestral culture.
Today, this community can boast of its
contribution to our nation-state. The
peasant, agricultural skills of the early
immigrants were passed on to
succeeding generations.

The community's contributions to the
creation of modern Trinidad and
Tobago could be identified visibly in
medicine, law, the sciences,
engineering, literature, arts,
manufacturing, in the successful
family businesses in the services
sector, and in the highest levels of
public service. | maintain that there is
no contradiction, between a person

recognizing his or her ancestral
heritage, on one hand, and pledging
unwavering support to the nation-
state of Trinidad and Tobago, on the
other.

| believe that, at this point, all citizens
need to mobilise and focus on our
collective efforts and hopes for a
better Trinidad and Tobago. To do
otherwise is to be haunted by “ethnic
ghosts,” and to perpetuate the
agendas of those among us, who
refused to see hope — but instead
only fear, racial divisiveness, hatred,
bitterness, unrest, and dissension.

Fellow Citizens, let us all recognise
that we are all first and foremost
Trinidadians and Tobagonians, a
melting pot of varying characteristics,
attitudes and mannerisms — with a
mentality and temperament that are
all, in the main, cheerful, fun-loving
and positive, which make us a mighty
people of unlimited talents and
endless potential.

Our identity may have been
fashioned by two distinct elements of
history but today we strive together,
day by day, towards a brighter future
— a people reaching for their national
watch-words of Discipline,
Production and Tolerance. [}

New U.S. Consulates in Bengaluru and Ahmadabad
Could Expedite Visa Approval

The U.S. will open new consulates in
Bengaluru and Ahmadabad while
India will establish a mission in
Seattle and two other locations in the
U.S. Currently, India has five
consulatesin the U.S.: New York, San
Francisco, Chicago, Houston and
Atlanta, apart from the embassy in
Washington. Visa delays are the
single biggest impediment to growth
in travel between the two countries.
The two new consulates could help
expedite the Indian visa application
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process, which the U.S. State
Department now considers a “top
priority.”

Early this month, top U.S. lawmakers
urged the Biden administration to
address the visa wait time issue. The
U.S. Consulate's all hands on deck
approach — such as bringing
processing staff in on weekends,
making embassies available to Indian
nationals in other countries and hiring
more staff — has reduced the wait
times in the country by 50 percent,

from an average of 669 days in mid-
March to 337 days in early April,
according to the U.S. Travel
Association.

India has become the U.S.'s second
largest international source market
behind the UK (excluding Canada
and Mexico). Likewise, the U.S.
emerged as the second biggest
source market for inbound tourism in
India last year, after Bangladesh. ]




New York City 10 INclude Diwali as A Public

New York City has made the decision
to include Diwali, the festival of lights,
as an official public school holiday,
Mayor Eric Adams informed. This
significant step is in response to the
city's recognition of the expanding
South Asian and Indo-Caribbean
communities within its diverse
population.

According to the 2021 American
Community Survey, the Asian Indian
population in the city has more than
doubled since 1990, reaching
approximately 213,000 residents.

Although it will not be designated as a
public school holiday this year, as the
lunar calendar has already been
finalized.

City officials estimate that over
200,000 residents, including Hindus,
Sikhs, Jains, and some Buddhists,
celebrate Diwali in New York City.
Mayor Eric Adams emphasized the
importance of reflecting the evolving
demographics of the city, stating,

School Holiday

“This is a city that's continuously
changing, continuously welcoming
communities from all over the world.”

To officially establish Diwali as a
public school holiday, Governor
Kathy Hochul, a Democrat, must sign
the bill, which was passed by the New
York state legislature earlier this
month. Mayor Adams expressed
confidence in Governor Hochul's
support, citing her previous hosting of

a Diwali celebration last year.

Senator Joe Addabbo also expressed
his gratitude for the unanimous
support and bipartisan cooperation
that led to the passage of the bill,
acknowledging Assembly member

Jenifer Rajkumar as a major
advocate for the Diwali holiday.

This year Diwali will be celebrated on
November 12,2023. o

One out of every five US sTudent visas
issued in India in 2022

The US Mission in India held its
seventh annual Student Visa Day
countrywide with Consular Officers
from New Delhi, Chennai,
Hyderabad, Kolkata, and Mumbai
interviewing almost 3,500 Indian
student visa applicants.

Speaking on the occasion, Garcetti
said, “More Indians come to the
United States as students than from
any other country in the world. One
out of every five student visas was
issued right here in India in 2022
which is, by the way, more than the
proportion of Indian population in the
world. Indians have not only pursued
education in the US but for decades
have shown excellence. We are on
track to process the highest number
of visa applications for students in our
history.

The ambassador said that they will be
making more visa appointments
available for students this year than
ever.

We will be releasing tens of
thousands of student visa
appointments for July and August,”
he added

According to figures shared by the
embassy, the US Mission in India
issued more than 1,25,000 student
visas, which is a record-breaking
number. In 2022, Indians were issued
the highest numbers of H&L
employment visas (65 per cent) and
F1 student visas (17.5 per cent)
worldwide.

Last year, more than 1.2 million
people from India visited the US,
making Indians one of the largest

groups of international visitors to the
UsS.

Indian students comprise more than
21 per cent of the total population of
international students in the US.
During the 2021-22 academic year,
nearly two lakh Indian students were
studyingin the US.

The embassy said that in the past one
year, they have matched their pre-
pandemic wait time for more than 20
visa categories. Their attention is
focussed on reducing the wait time for
tourist visa applicants who require an
interview.

The in-person tourist visa
appointment wait time is down 60 per
cent since the beginning of this year.
Student Visa Day is organised every
yearin June. u

ARSP BULLETIN - JULY, 2023




BHUTAN & &

Believe

Brand “Bhutan Believe” won two
prestigious awards in New York and
London during events in May 2023.

The brand won bronze in the
“Rebranding” category of the ADC
annual awards in New York and
D&AD wood pencil in the
branding/brand refresh category,
which recognises the best of the year
in advertising, craft, culture and
impact.

Both awards celebrate “the very best”
in advertising, digital media, graphic
design and more. The winners are
selected by highly respected juries
and presented at Annual Awards

Galas held in May 2023.

This was a wonderful achievement
for Bhutan. It is a proud moment for
Bhutan as its new national brand has
been recognised for its artistic merits
on a global stage by highly respected
juries.

The national tagline for Bhutan
Believe is about believing in the future
of Bhutan, believing in what Bhutan is
doing differently, and believing in the
values, the capabilities, the
contributions and the potential of our
citizens.

The ADC Annual Awards is the oldest

BHUTAN NEWS

show in the world. Now in its 102nd
year, the awards celebrate the very
best in advertising, digital media,
graphic and publication design,
packaging and product design,
motion, experiential and spatial
design, photography, illustration and
fashion design all with a focus on
artistry and craftsmanship.

D&AD promotes excellence in design
and advertising. Each year, D&AD
gather the world's best creative work
from across the commercial design,
advertising, production and craft
disciplines, and are judged by more
than 330 global creative leaders,
practitioners and innovators.

Bhutan Believe was launched in
September 2022 as the new national
brand for Bhutan. There are two
audiences for Believe — internal and
external. For Bhutanese it's about
believing in ourselves and the future
while, for those interested in Bhutan,
it's about believing in what Bhutan is
trying to achieve — a small country
that dares to be different.

Bhutan's Paro Taktsang or TiGger's Nest MonASTERY
ATTRACTS Pilgrims And TourisTts

The legendary figure credited with
introducing Buddhism to Bhutan,
arrived on the back of a flying tigress
at Paro Taktsang Monastery hence,
named Tiger's Nest

Paro Taktsang, also known as the
Tiger's Nest Monastery, is an awe-
inspiring sacred place and temple
complex perched on the cliffside of
Bhutan’s upper Paro valley. This
Himalayan jewel draws both pilgrims
and tourists, bewitching them with its
magical charm. The journey to this
historic site is already a remarkable
experience, with stunning views of
the Paro Valley and its lush green
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environs.

= By Zarafshan Shiraz, Thimphu [Bhutan]




Bhutan's Paro Taktsang or Tiger's
Nest Monastery attracts pilgrims and
tourists (Shutterstock)

However, because of the recent
advancement of drone technology,
we can now gain a new and engaging
viewpoint of this treasured landmark,
allowing us to explore the monastery
in ways we could only dream of
previously.

The use of drones to shoot aerial
footage of Paro Taktsang has
provided us with a treasure trove of
spectacular visuals that reveal the
architectural marvel and sheer
beauty of the monastery. The drone's
bird's-eye view helps us to appreciate
the delicate elements of the temple
complex, which includes eight caves

and four main temples.

The clean white walls of the
monastery stand in stark contrast to
the
stunning scene that captivates

rough cliffside, creating a
spectators. The drone film also
shows the perilous approach going to
the monastery, with its steep rock-
carved stairs and a narrow bridge

connecting the main buildings.

Drones provide a unique perspective
that provides a glimpse into the
historical and legendary fabric of
Paro Taktsang. According to history,
the
legendary figure credited with

Guru Padmasambhava,

introducing Buddhism to Bhutan,
founded the monastery in the 8th
century. According to local legend,
the Guru arrived at this hallowed spot
on the back of a flying tigress, hence
the name "Tiger's Nest."

The drone footage even reveals the
cave where the Guru is said to have
meditated for an extraordinary span
of three years, three months, three
weeks, three days, and three hours,
adding an air of mystique to these
visuals.

Undoubtedly, flying drones in Paro
Taktsang poses its fair share of
challenges. The high altitude and
strong winds make manoeuvring
drones a daunting task, necessitating
skilled and experienced operators to
capture stable footage.

Furthermore, strict regulations have
been putin place to ensure that drone
usage does not disrupt the
monastery's sanctity or endanger the
safety of visitors and resident monks.
Drone operators must acquire the
necessary permits from the
Bhutanese government and adhere
to guidelines set by the country's Civil
Aviation Authority.

Despite these obstacles, the
application of drones in capturing the
splendour of Paro Taktsang has
opened up new avenues for
showcasing Bhutan's rich cultural
heritage and bolstering tourism in the
country.

These breathtaking visuals have
aroused the curiosity of travellers
from all corners of the globe, igniting a
newfound eagerness to embark on
the arduous trek and experience the
mystical allure of the monastery
firsthand. H

August 01 : Switzerland National Day August 17 :
August 06 : Jamaica : Independence Day August 19 :
August 08 : 'Quit India' Day August 24 :
August 09 : Singapore : National Day August 30
August 12 : International Youth Day August 31
August 15 : India : Independence Day August 31
August 16 :

Days T0 Remember

in August, 2023

: GIOTRIRE] | : Raksha Bandhan

: Malaysia : National Day
: Trinidad & Tobago :

Indonesia : Independence Day
Afghanistan : Independence Day
Ukraine : Independence Day

Independence Day
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