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GUYANA MARKS 187 YEARS OF INDIAN ARRIVAL

As Guyana marks Arrival Day 2025, President Irfaan Ali has called on the
nation to reflect on the sacrifices and enduring legacy of the immigrants
who helped shape the country’s multicultural identity.

President Ali emphasised the profound historical significance of the
occasion, which also marks the 187th anniversary of the arrival of the first
group of Indian indentured immigrants to Guyana.

“We pause to reflect on a defining aspect of our national journey—the
invaluable contributions of those immigrants who came before us,” the President stated. “They
came with little but gave us so much.”

Arrival Day honours the generations who settled in Guyana following Emancipation, many of
whom arrived as indentured labourers. President Ali noted that their arrival was not just a
historical moment, but a transformative chapter that helped lay the foundations of modern
Guyana. “These foreparents toiled on plantations, cultivated the land, built villages, and founded
institutions. They introduced traditions, foods, languages, and values that continue to enrich our
national character,” he said. Despite the hardships and injustices, they faced, they adapted, forged
bonds, and helped build a resilient, multiethnic society. While paying tribute to all who arrived
on Guyanese shores, President Ali gave special recognition to the Indian community and their
descendants. “Their spirit and sacrifices continue to propel national development,” he said.

However, the President stressed that ‘Arrival Day’ is not only a moment of reflection but also a
time for recommitment to a united and inclusive future. “No heritage must feel hidden. No voice
must feel unheard,” he said, urging a deeper embrace of Guyana’s diversity. Cautioning against
the rising tide of intolerance and discrimination against immigrants in other parts of the world,
President Ali reminded citizens of the need to “cherish each other and uplift one another”.
“Diversity is not our weakness—it is our greatest strength,” he affirmed. Looking ahead,
President Ali reaffirmed his government’s commitment to building “One Guyana”—a nation
where prosperity is not a privilege but a right, and where no community is left behind. He
underscored the importance of recognising the contributions of all ethnic groups, including
Indigenous peoples, African-Guyanese, Indo-Guyanese, Portuguese, Chinese, Europeans, and
those of mixed heritage. “The bounty of Guyana is not merely the wealth of our oil, gold, or rice.
It is also the wealth of our human capital, our diverse traditions, and our spirit of endurance,” he
said.

In closing, President Ali called on all Guyanese to honour their foreparents not just through
remembrance, but through action. “Let us build a Guyana where no one is made to feel like a
stranger in their own land,” he said. “Happy Arrival Day, Guyana. Let us move forward
together—united, determined, and committed to a future in which everyone belongs.”
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GUYANA HAS EMERGED AS A MELTING POT OF VARIOUS CULTURES- DR.
AMIT TELANG

India’s High Commissioner to Guyana Dr. Amit Telang on the occasion
“ of Indian Arrival Day said that the unique identity of Guyana should be
one of unity and bringing everyone together and celebrating that unity.

His comments were made at Highbury on the East Bank of Berbice, at a
 ceremony to commemorate the arrival of the first set of Indians to
- Guyana.

It was in Plantation Highbury, that the first set of Indian Indentured
labourers landed on May 5, 1838. On that day, two ships, Whitby and
Hesperus, landed in the then-British colony (Guyana) with approximately 423 Indians.

The High Commissioner noted that many of the celebrated in Guyana are multi-religious and
multi-ethnic and this should be applauded. He called on young persons to further develop what
he referred to as “Guyana culture” as the country is on a developmental trajectory. “There is
now more expectation from Guyana to be an example of what a multi-religious and multi-cultural
society should be. You can be an example not only for the people here in Guyana but also the
Caribbean and parts of South America and let them see that people from different ethnicities can
come together and despite that, a very nice composite culture has evolved,” the high commissioner
said. According to Dr Telang the, over the six months since taking up the position as High
Commissioner he has noticed that despite differences in cultural origin, which include different
religions, Guyana has emerged as a melting pot of various cultures. “The six peoples that makeup
Guyana have all played their part in developing what he referred to as a unique cultural blend,”
he pointed out.

Meanwhile, High Commissioner said that there is a need he said to celebrate the sacrifices made
by those who entered Guyana on May 5, 1838. “Despite all of the difficulties, despite the harsh
climatic conditions, they not only survived but, in a way, they also sowed the seeds of this beautiful
culture that we see today in Guyana.” He said the unique feature of Indian culture also helps to
bring people together. “Persons might be practicing different religions and may have different
roots. The unique identity of Guyana should be one of unity and bringing everyone together and
celebrating that unity.”

The High Commissioner noted that many of the celebrated in Guyana are multi-religious and
multi-ethnic and this should be applauded. Berbice Indian Cultural Committee organised the
event at Highbury which has been an annual feature.

-y a . —_
,. L=
7 (3]

Members of D’Edward Dance Group Members of Golden Om Dharmic Dance Group




Minister Rodrigues joins reg. Two for Indian Arrival Day Celebration.

Traditional song, dance, Qaseedas, hymns, and poetry celebrating Guyana’s rich culture
were showcased earlier when Minister Susan Rodrigues joined the people of Essequibo
for the 187th Indian Arrival Day celebration.

The Annual Indian Arrival Day program was
organized by the Regional Democratic Council of
Reg. Two and was held at the Bush Lot Monument
site.

Minister Rodrigues, on this significant day in the

history of Guyana, emphasized the importance of |

recognizing and celebrating the arrival of the first

group of Indians. She stated that these individuals

laid the foundation for a legacy that continues to

shape our nation. “They came as indentured labourers, bringing with them little more
than hope as they faced harsh conditions,” she said.

She highlighted the need to acknowledge their courage and sacrifices in undertaking the
journey to this new land. Furthermore, she called upon elders and those in positions of
authority to continue their efforts in preserving cultures. The preservation of our rich
and diverse cultural heritage, she asserted, cannot be overstated. The Minister also
commended those responsible for the cultural aspects of the program, noting that the
cultural presentation showcased remarkable artistry and served as a testament to the
vibrancy of our culture, which is very much alive and being passed down through
generations. “We need to examine the social fabric of our society,” she remarked, adding

that the government is implementing initiatives aimed at strengthening this fabric and
ensuring that Guyana’s rich and diverse culture remains vibrant and alive.

Additionally, she urged families to play their part in teaching the younger generation
about their roots and to work together to create an environment where every Guyanese
feels comfortable sharing and showcasing their culture.

ANITA ANAND APPOINTED AS CANADA'S NEW FOREIGN MINISTER

Anita Anand has been appointed as Canada’s new
Foreign Minister in a major Cabinet reshuffle

| announced by Prime Minister Mark Carney on
Tuesday. She replaced Mlanie Joly, who will now
be in charge of the Industry Ministry.

Anita Anand, the first Hindu woman to be
appointed as Canada’s Foreign Minister, took her
oath of office with her hand placed on the
Bhagavad Gita, a sacred Hindu scripture.

Carney, who became Prime Minister after replacing Justin Trudeau earlier this year,
recently won national elections. Now, he’s reshaping his team, keeping trusted figures in
the lead.




22 INDIAN-ORIGIN CANDIDATES ELECTED IN CANADA AS LIBERAL PARTY
SECURES FOURTH TERM

Canada’s recent general election has marked a milestone for the Indo-Canadian
community, with a record 22 Indian-origin candidates poised to enter the House of
Commons. This rise in representation comes as Liberal Party leader and Prime Minister
Mark Carney led his party to a fourth consecutive term in office, though just shy of a
parliamentary majority.

Indian-origin leaders

Sukh Dhaliwal, contesting from Surrey-Newton, was elected for a historic sixth term.
Originally from Punjab, Dhaliwal has been a prominent figure in Canadian politics since
first entering Parliament in 2006.

Other Liberal winners include:
Randeep Sarai (Surrey Centre)

Parm Bains (Steveston—Richmond East)
Gurbux Saini (Fleetwood—Port Kells)
Anju Dhillon (Quebec)

Ruby Sahota (Brampton North)
Iqwinder Gaheer (Mississauga—Malton)
Maninder Sidhu (Brampton East)
Sonia Sidhu (Brampton South)

Anita Anand (Oakville East)

Bardish Chagger (Waterloo)

Liberal Party

The Conservative Party also saw notable wins from Indian-origin |, <
candidates. Sukhman Singh Gill clinched the Abbotsford—South Langley gy
seat and is the youngest MP in the new Parliament. Indy Panchi made
history by becoming the first MP of Indian descent from New
Westminster.

Other successful Conservative candidates
include:

Jasraj Singh Hallan (Calgary East)
Dalwinder Gill (Calgary McKnight)
Amanpreet Singh Gill (Calgary Skyview)
Tim Uppal (Edmonton Mill Woods)
Amandeep Judge (Brampton North)

Bob Dosanjh (Brampton East)

Sukhdeep Kang (Brampton South)
Amarjeet Gill (Brampton West)

Arpan Khanna (Oxford)

Conservative Party

Canada is home to over 1.8 million citizens of Indian descent and around one million non-
resident Indians, making up more than 3% of the country's population. Additionally,
nearly 427,000 Indian students currently study in Canada, reinforcing the growing
influence of the Indo-Canadian community in national affairs.




FOUR PROMINENT WOMEN CURRENTLY HOLDING TOP LEADERSHIP
ROLES IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
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Christine Carla Kangaloo Kamla Persad-Bissessar
President Prime Minister
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1. CHRISTINE KANGALOO — PRESIDENT OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Christine Kangaloo has served as the 7th President of Trinidad and Tobago since March
20, 2023. A seasoned politician and lawyer, she previously held roles including Minister of
Legal Affairs, Minister of Science, Technology and Tertiary Education, and President of
the Senate. Kangaloo is the second woman to hold the presidency in the nation's history.

2. KAMLA PERSAD-BISSESSAR - PRIME MINISTER

Kamla Persad-Bissessar returned to office as Prime Minister following a decisive victory

in the April 2025 snap elections. Leading the United National Congress (UNC) in alliance
with the Coalition of Interests, her party secured 26 out of 41 seats in the House of
Representatives. At 73, she previously served as the nation's first female Prime Minister
from 2010 to 2015. Her administration focuses on addressing crime, economic challenges,
and revitalizing state enterprises.

3. PENNELOPE BECKLES - LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION

Pennelope Beckles currently serves as the Leader of the Opposition in the House of
Representatives, representing the People's National Movement (PNM). A veteran
politician and attorney, she has held various ministerial positions, including Minister of
Public Utilities and Minister of Planning and Development. Beckles is also a former
Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the United Nations.

4. EARLA HAREWOOD-CHRISTOPHER — COMMISSIONER OF POLICE

Earla Harewood-Christopher made history as the first woman appointed Commissioner
of Police in Trinidad and Tobago. Her leadership comes at a critical time as the nation
grapples with rising crime rates. Harewood-Christopher has emphasized the importance
of community engagement and strategic reforms to enhance the effectiveness of the
Trinidad and Tobago Police Service (TTPS).

These trailblazing women exemplify the growing influence of female leadership across
Trinidad and Tobago’s political and security landscape.




THE NEW CABINET OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
PRIME MINISTER KAMLA PERSAD BISSESSAR

Here are the new Cabinet Ministers :-
1) Ravi Ratiram, Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries

2) Devesh Maharaj, Minister of Justice & Minister in the Ministry of Attorney General
3) Michelle Benjamin, Minister of Culture and Community Development

4) Dr. Narindra Roopnarine, Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Culture and
Community Development

5) Wayne Sturge, Minister of Defence

6) Dr. Michael Dowlath, Minister of Education

7) Dr. Roodal Moonilal, Minister of Energy and Energy Industries

8) Ernesto Kesar, Minister in the Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries
9) Davendranath Tancoo, Minister of Finance

10) Sean Sobers, Minister of Foreign and CARICOM A ffairs

11) Nicholas Morris, Parliamentary Secretary in Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs
and Parliamentary Secretary in Office of the Prime Minister

12) Dr. Lackram Bodoe, Minister of Health

13) Dr. Rishard Seecheran, Minister in the Ministry of Health

14) Roger Alexander, Minister of Homeland Security

15) David Lee, Minister of Housing

16) Anil Roberts, Minister in the Ministry of Housing

17) Leroy Baptiste, Minister of Labour Small and Micro Enterprise Development

18) Saddam Hosein, Minister of Legal Affairs and Minister in the Ministry of Agriculture
19) Barry Padarath, Minister of Public Utilities and Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister
20) Vandana Mohit, Minister of the People, Social Development and Family Services

21) Natalie Chaitan-Maharaj, Parliamentary Secretary, Minister of the People

22) Kennedy Swaratsingh, Minister of Planning, Economic Affairs and Development

23) Clyde Elder, Minister in the Ministry of Public Utilities

24) Dominic Smith, Minister of Public Administration and Artificial Intelligence

25) Shivanna Sam, Parliamentary Secretary, Minister of Public Utilities

26) Khadijah Ameen, Minister of Rural Development and Local Government

27) Phillip Watts, Minister of Sport and Youth Affairs

28) Prakash Persad, Minister of Tertiary Education and SKkills Training

29) Hansen Narinesingh, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Tertiary Education

30) Colin Neil Gosine, Parliamentary Secretary in Trade, Investment and Tourism

31) Eli Zakour, Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation

32) Jearlean John, Minister of Works and Infrastructure
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO CELEBRATES 180 YEARS OF INDIAN ARRIVAL DAY

‘Indian Arrival Day’ was organised by the
Indian High Commission at Nelson Island of
Trinidad and Tobago to mark 180 years since

BN (he arrival of the first group of immigrants
from India at the shores of the Caribbean
nation in 1845.

The event, held on Sunday, filled with music

and culture celebrating Indian Arrival Day,

was attended by a diverse audience, including

Speaker of the House of Representatives of

- ' T&T Jagdeo Singh, Deputy Speaker Aiyna Ali,

senior Cabmet Mlnlsters, Parllamentary Secretaries, Members of Parliament, Mayors, and
community leaders of the Caribbean country.

Minister of Foreign and Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Affairs Sean Sobers was the Chief
Guest of the event. All the dignitaries were welcomed by the Indian High Commissioner Pradeep
Rajpurohit in a traditional manner. The attendees toured the ruins and exhibits on the island.

The Indian Arrival Day is marked on 30th May, when the first ship 'Fatel Razack' carrying 225
Indian indentured workers reached the shores of Trinidad, then a British colony.
"The 225 passengers who disembarked from the Fatel Razack that day could hardly have known
the transformative impact their arrival would have on the country. They came as immigrants,
with the understanding that they would have the opportunity to return to India after five years
of indentureship. Happily for Trinidad and Tobago, very few returned. The vast majority of them
preferred to remain in the country. And their courageous decision changed the course of our
history, forever," a statement was issued by the office of the President of Trinidad and Tobago
issued on the ‘Indian Arrival Day’, saying that we celebrate their rich and lasting legacy. We
celebrate their courage and their resilience, and the values and traditions that sustained them
throughout their years of hardship and uncertainty. And we thank them for safeguarding and
passing down the rich cultural heritage which has enriched and strengthened the fabric of
Trinbagonian society beyond measure," the statement added. India enjoys traditionally warm
and cordial relations with Trinidad and Tobago. The bilateral relations were established on
August 31, 1962. Since then, bilateral relations between the two countries have witnessed
continued momentum with engagement at different levels. India has also conferred the Pravasi
Bharatiya Samman Award on Christine Carla Kangaloo, President of the Republic of Trinidad
and Tobago, recognising her outstanding achievements in public affairs and her contributions to
enhancing India's global prestige. Kangaloo, an Indo-Trinidadian President, served as the Chief
Guest for the 18th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention held in Bhubaneswar, Odisha, from
January 8-10, 2025. She delivered a virtual address that received widespread applause across
India and beyond. During her address at the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas, Kangaloo emphasised the
deep-rooted ties between India and Trinidad and Tobago, dating back to 1845 when Indian
indentured workers first arrived on the Trinidadian shores. She highlighted that India was among
the first countries to establish diplomatic relations with Trinidad and Tobago after its
independence in 1962. The Indian Diaspora in Trinidad and Tobago has graduated from
indentureship to entrepreneurship. They constitute business magnates, entrepreneurs,
manufacturers, professionals representing politics, law, medicine, academia and the like.
According to the Indian High Commission in Trinidad and Tobago, the diaspora is a formidable
force, the largest numerical representation in the entire Caribbean; the most well-to-do and
culturally strong and progressive ethnic group in the plural society of the country.




INDIAN WRITER BANU MUSHTAQ HAS WON THE 2025 INTERNATIONAL
BOOKER PRIZE

Indian writer Banu Mushtaq has won the 2025 International
Booker Prize for her short story collection Heart Lamp,
marking a historic moment for Kannada literature. It is the
first-ever Kannada work and the first short story collection
to receive this prestigious international award.

Heart Lamp by Banu Mushtaq and translated from the

original Kannada by Deepa Bhasthihas won the

international booker prize in 2025. The book, the first short

story collection and first book in a South Indian language to

Cy VIS iepumpsrsys i Win the international booker, is a collection of stories about

Booker Prize for Kannada short women in Kannada Muslim communities and the lives they

story collection 'Heart Lamp' lead. It covers their interactions with the world, with society

and its pressures, with one another, and with the men who

too often bear down upon them and do wrong by them. The

book is translated with a specific mind to the language of South India. It maintains the casual

vernacular and grammatical peculiarities in the region, as combination of English and Kannada

so commonly found throughout Karnataka to depict very authentic portrayals of women who
may well exist now.

PEACE IN ACTION: DR. RAI HONORED AT GLOBAL JUSTICE, LOVE ; PEACE
SUMMIT 2025

In April 2025, Dubai became a global crossroads of compassion
and conscience. At the Global Justice, Love; Peace Summit
2025, world leaders, Nobel Laureates, spiritual mentors, and
social pioneers gathered to explore the true essence of peace—
not as the absence of war, but as the active presence of love,
justice, and human dignity.

Among the honored participants was Dr. Markandey Rai,

Chairman of GPF India, Chairman of Foreign Affairs

Committee of ARSP & Former Senior Advisor to UN-Habitat.

He attended as a distinguished nominee for the prestigious
World Peace. Organisation Award, which was conferred in recognition of his lifelong service to
peacebuilding, ethical leadership, and community development. His presence was not only
symbolic but deeply substantive, echoing the spirit of India’s timeless philosophy: Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam—the world is one family.

Dr. Rai’s address at the summit was met with heartfelt applause. He spoke not from a podium of
power, but from a place of humility. “This award,” he said, “is not just for me—it belongs to all
who work silently for peace in forgotten corners of the world.” He dedicated the honor to two
women who shaped his life: his late mother, who instilled in him the value of giving, and his late
wife, Gaytri, whose quiet strength and compassion continue to guide his path.Through GPF India,
Dr. Rai has led efforts that bring people together across faiths, backgrounds, and ideologies. From
interfaith youth leadership to grassroots development, his work bridges divides and nurtures
common ground. “GPF is not just an organization,” he shared, “it is a movement of hearts
committed to unity and action.” Held on 1213 April at the Dubai Exhibition Centre, the summit
hosted over 3000 delegates, including 28 international award nominees. The event was marked
by the unveiling of a Peace Charter, dubbed a “Love Letter to Humanity,” signed by 12 Nobel
laureates. This charter is set to be presented to the United Nations later this year, reinforcing a
global commitment to moral leadership and shared responsibility.The summit’s unique blend of
spirituality, diplomacy, and community action offered a compelling model for future
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peacebuilding frameworks. Topics ranged from interreligious harmony to climate justice, from
youth empowerment to digital ethics—all tied together by a call to lead with empathy and
courage.

Dr. Rai’s participation reaffirmed GPF India’s global relevance and opened new avenues for
partnership. Future collaborations are already being explored with summit delegates,
particularly in areas of youth training, civic education, and interfaith dialogue. There are also
plans to amplify the Peace Charter’s message in GPF India’s upcoming forums, including the
Global Peace Forum and Indo-Pacific Peace Forum. He agreed with the Nobel Peace Laureate
Prof. Mohan Munasinghe from Sri Lanka to work together and open a chapter of Global Peace
Foundation in Columbo. Furthermore, Nobel Peace Laureate from India Shri Kailash Satyarthi
also affirmed to work with GPF India. In a world often fractured by fear and division, voices like
Dr. Rai’s remind us of our shared humanity. As he so aptly concluded in his speech: “A divided
world is not the fate of humanity. It’s an unfinished chapter. Let us be the authors of a new story—
one where peace is not just a dream but a reality we live and breathe.”

UNION HOME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF COOPERATION, SHRI AMIT
SHAH, LAUNCHES NEW OVERSEAS CITIZEN OF INDIA (OCI) PORTAL IN NEW
DELHI

The new portal, launched on 19 May, 2025, will provide enhanced functionality, advanced
security, and a user-friendly experience for the existing over 5 million OCI cardholders and new
users. The new OCI portal is available at the existing URL: https://ociservices.gov.in.

The Union Home Secretary, the Director of the Intelligence Bureau (IB), and other senior officials
of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) were present on the occasion.
The new OCI portal introduces several user-friendly features, including:

* User sign-up and segregation of registration menu,

* Auto-fill of user profile details in registration forms,

* Dashboard displaying completed and partially filled applications,

* Integrated online payment gateway for those who filed in FRROs,

* Seamless navigation across application steps,

» Categorization of requisite documents to upload based on application type,

* Editing option to the applicant at any stage before submission,

* Integrated FAQ in the portal,

* Reminder to the applicant to verify information before final submission,

* Display of eligibility criteria and requisite documents based on selected application

type,
* In-built image cropping tool for uploading applicant photos and signatures.

UNESCO MEMORY OF THE WORLD (MOW) CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP

UNESCO Memory of the World
(MoW) Capacity Building
Workshop was held on 29-31 May
2025 |at IGNCA, New Delhi

Indira Gandhi National Centre for

the Arts (IGNCA), in

collaboration with UNESCO New

g Delhi Office, hosted a 3-day

capacity building workshop on preserving and nomlnatmg documentary heritage under
the MoW Programme.




@ Led by Prof. (Dr.) Ramesh C. Gaur (UNESCO MoW IAC Member), the workshop
featured global experts Dr. Fackson Banda (UNESCO Paris) & Ms. Joie Springer (Chair,
MoW Register Sub-Committee).
@ Delegates from India, Maldives, Bhutan & Bangladesh participated in hands-on
sessions on MoW nomination formats, global best practices & heritage identification.
@ Key discussions included case studies like the Arthashastra, Bhagavad Gita,
Ramcharitmanas, and Non-Aligned Movement archives.
Major Recommendations:

. Establish a National MoW Committee in India

. Develop a National Register of Documentary Heritage, anchored at
IGNCA

. Promote ethical digitization, inclusive documentation & regional

cooperation

@ The workshop concluded with certificate distribution and a call to strengthen India’s
leadership in safeguarding documentary heritage.
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

SEIUBH A SINGH ANTAR RASHTRIYA SAHAYOG PARISHAD

(ARSP) DEEPLY MOURNS THE SAD AND
UNTIMELY DEMISE OF SENIOR JOURNALIST
AND AUTHOR, SHUBHA SINGH. SHE WAS A
SENIOR MEMBER OF THE MANAGING
COMMITTEE OF ARSP AND ONE OF THE
FOUNDERS OF THE DIASPORA RESEARCH &
RESOURCE CENTRE OF ARSP. ONE OF INDIA’S
TOP FOREIGN AFFAIRS CORRESPONDENTS
AND CO-FOUNDERS OF THE INDIAN WOMEN’S
PRESS CORPS, SHUBHA SINGH QUIETLY
SHAPED POLITICAL JOURNALISM IN INDIA.
MAY SHE REST IN ETERNAL PEACE. WE PRAY
TO THE ALMIGHTY TO GIVE STRENGTH TO
BORN: 03 MAY, 1955 HER FAMILY MEMBERS AND ALSO TO US TO
DEPARTED: 25 MAY, 2025 BEAR THIS IRREPARABLE LOSS.
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