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Lord Ram's teachings of justice and non-discrimination gave solace and 
inspiration to indentured labourers in Fiji: Deputy Prime Minister Biman Prasad

left behind in the late 19th century.

Mr. Prasad said Indians of Hindu, 
Muslim and Christian backgrounds 
went to Fiji carrying their holy texts 
and they went on to establish temples 
and Ramayana mandalis, mosques, 
markaz and churches and set up 
schools for their children that the 
colonial administration was unwilling 
to support. “Almost all the schools of 
Fiji were started by the Hindus, 
Muslims and Christians who came 
from India and we grew into a secular 
society because we understood that 
secularism does not mean absence 
of religion but giving equal space for 
everyone to practice their faith and as 
a result Diwali is celebrated by all 
citizens of my country,” said Mr. 
Prasad.

To visit Ayodhya
Mr. Prasad is on a five-day visit to 
India during which he will meet with 
Externa l  A ffa i rs  Min is ter  S .  
Jaishankar and travel to Gujarat, Goa 
and Ayodhya where he is scheduled 
to attend a religious ceremony at the 
newly consecrated Shri Ram temple. 
He said that visiting Ayodhya as a 
pilgrimage had a very special 
meaning to the Fijians as it 
symbolises the return of the 
disinherited people to claim what 
rightfully belongs to them. The Fijians 
like Mr. Prasad were taught about the 
Ramayana by family and community 
members as passed on over the 
generations. “Every Fijian especially 
Hindus, knows the symbol ic 
importance of Ayodhya and the 
teaching of non-discrimination and 
justice as exemplified in the life of 

Lord Ram as our ancestors not only 
sang the Ramayana they also 
established Ramayana mandalis that 
carried forward the teachings through 
the generations,” Mr. Prasad said. 

He said that the Ramayana mandalis 
were a unique community-driven 
practice that had survived in Fiji since 
they were started by the girmitiyas. 
”Depending on our work schedule, 
every Tuesday and Friday, Hindus in 
Fiji meet at our Ramayana mandalis. 
We have hundreds of Ramayana 
mandalis in Fiji and these sessions 
are supported by dholak, tabla and 
other musical instruments,” Mr. 
Prasad said, presenting a unique 
diaspora tradition.

The Fijians of Indian background had 
a sense of yearning for India as they 
wanted to retain that special bond 
with the country while they were 
staunch believers in their Fijian 
identity based on non-discrimination 
on caste or religious basis. “While 
travelling in ship, Indian men and 
women became 'jahajibhais' (ship 
brothers) and 'jahajibahens' (ships 
sisters) and caste and religion were 
no longer the point of reference for 
the Indians who came as indentured 
labourers as they were united in 
fighting a brutal unjust system,” Mr. 
Prasad said. Elimination of the caste 
system within the Indian-origin Fijians 
was an “evolution” of the Hindus in 
the island nation that they built in Fiji 
and which as a result became more 
equitable, he said.
Courtesy : The Hindu Dated 05 
February, 2024
 

The struggles 
and teachings of 
Lord Ram in exile 
as narrated by 
the Ramayana 
gave “solace and 
inspiration” to the 
g i r m i t i y a s  o r  
I n d i a n  

indentured labourers of the 19th 
century who carried copies of the epic 
with them while travelling in ships, 
Fiji's Deputy Prime Minister Biman 
Prasad said on Monday. Speaking to 
The Hindu in an exclusive chat, Mr. 
Prasad who has the additional 
ministerial portfolio of finance, 
s t ra teg ic  p lann ing ,  na t iona l  
development and statistics, said the 
Fijians of Indian origin, especially of 
Hindu background, got rid of the 
caste system and established a more 
inclusive society because they were 
united to fight the “brutal” system of 
indentured labour.

“As indentured labourers during the 
years of hardship, Fijians of Indian 
o r i g i n ,  espec ia l l y  o f  H indu  
background, got  solace and 
inspiration from the Ramayana and 
the life of Lord Ram. The girmitiyas 
identified with the suffering of Lord 
Ram in forest and his return to 
Ayodhya after exile, as we read in the 
R a m a y a n a ,  r e f l e c t s  t h e  
psychological yearning of the Indian 
diaspora in Fiji which is proud of its 
Fijian identity while acknowledging 
their origins,” said Mr. Prasad 
explaining that the Ramayana also 
became a psychological connector 
between the modern day Fijians and 
their land of origin that their ancestors 

Biman Prasad said the Fijians of Indian origin, especially of Hindu background, got rid of the caste system and established a 
more inclusive society because they were united to fight the 'brutal' system of indentured labour.

  ?  Kallol Bhattacherje
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Diaspora Research and Resource Centre of Antar Rashtriya 
Sahayog Parishad hosted 72ndKIP delegates at Pravasi Bhavan 

On January 31, 2023, the Diaspora 
Research and Resource Centre 
(DRRC) - Antar Rashtriya Sahayog 
Parishad (ARSP) organized a 
workshop and interactive session to 
felicitate 72nd Know India Program 
(KIP) delegates, aggregating 40 from 
eleven countries including Fiji, 
Guyana, Malaysia, Maurit ius, 
Suriname, Trinidad & Tobago, 
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, 
Myanmar, and South Africa at Pravasi 
Bhavan. 

Prof. Gopal Arora, Secretary of the 
ARSP, conveyed appreciation to the 
Ministry of External Affairs for 
extending an opportunity to welcome 
and engage with the KIP delegates. 
During his address, he provided a 
comprehensive visual and auditory 
journey through the rich history of 
ARSP and its affiliated organization, 
the DRRC, along with elucidating 
their guiding motto. He underscored 
the significance of the ARSP slogan, 
'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' (The 
World Is One Family), emphasizing 
its profound ethos. Grounded in the 
spirit of 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam', 
DRRC-ARSP act ively fosters 
connections and interactions with the 
Indian diaspora through a diverse 
array of events, spanning both virtual 
platforms and physical gatherings.

Dr. Swadesh Singh, Associate 
Professor at the University of Delhi, 

addressed delegates focusing on his 
latest literary work, “Ram Mandir: 
Bharat's Quest for Ram-Rajya”. He 
highlighted the supreme significance 
of the Ayodhya Ram Temple, 
particularly among the Indian 
Diaspora. Dr. Singh eloquently 
illuminated Lord Ram's timeless 
s y m b o l i s m ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
righteousness and justice ingrained 
in Indian civilization. His narrative 
explored Lord Ram's g lobal  
resonance beyond geographical 
boundaries. “Ram Mandir: Bharat's 
Quest for Ram-Rajya” intricately 
details Ayodhya's transformation with 
the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Temple's 
construction, chronicling a 500-year-
long struggle culminating in its judicial 
resolution in 2019. It portrays 
Ayodhya's evolut ion into an 
international tourist destination, 
symbolizing peace and prosperity, 
free from conflict—a testament to its 
rejuvenated identity. Through 
meticulous research, Dr. Singh's 
work draws parallels between India's 
narrative and its global significance, 
encapsulating Ayodhya's journey 
with newfound vigor.

Ms. Priyanka Sharma, a student at 
the Institute of Development Studies 
in the UK, presented a captivating 
workshop titled 'Divine Governance: 
Rama's Leadership Paradigm' with 
the focus on distinctive facets of Lord 
Ram. Delving into the profound 
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Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar 
Addressing United Nations General Assembly
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  ?   Dr. Sanjeev Panchal
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of the Republic of Guyana praised 
ARSP for successfully conducting 
KIP program. Mr. Rist shared the 
historical narrative of the Indian 
diaspora in Guyana and their 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  
signi f icance of fest ivals l ike 
Deepawali, Phagwa, Eid, and 
Chiasmas. He admired India's gift of 
diversity, shaping Guyanese society 
positively. Mr. Rist emphasized India-
Guyana strong diplomatic relations, 
praising collaborative efforts in 
agriculture, technology, education, 
health, and sports. He saw the KIP 
program as crucial for connecting 
Guyanese youth with India and the 
world, offering a deep understanding 
of Indian culture and encouraging 
cross-cultural exchange. Mr. Rist's 
address underscored the importance 
of such programs in strengthening 
bilateral ties and mutual appreciation.

Ms. Koentala Hardwarsingh, a 
distinguished diplomat from the 
Embassy of the Republic of 
Suriname, passionately urged the 
participants to delve into the intricate 
tapestry of Indian developmental 
processes, exploring both the 
opportunities they present and the 
challenges they entail. Emphasizing 
the importance of fostering people-to-
people connections, she encouraged 
KIP participants to utilize this platform 
as a cornerstone for engaging with 
diaspora youth, underscoring their 
significance in nurturing robust 
bilateral relations between countries. 
Miss Hardwarsingh highlighted KIP's 
invaluable role in faci l i tat ing 
engagement  and  deepen ing  
connections with India. Addressing 
the KIP delegates in Hindi, she 

delved into discussions about culture 
and spirituality (Adhyatm), offering 
insights to comprehend India's 
essence at diverse levels.

Mr. Elia Sevutia, Second Secretary 
at the Embassy of the Republic of Fiji, 
en thus ias t i ca l l y  encou raged  
participants of the Know India 
Program (KIP) to consider this 
platform as the initial step towards 
developing connections with youth 
diaspora. He emphasized the pivotal 
role of seizing this opportunity to 
e n g a g e  w i t h  a n d  c u l t i v a t e  
relationships within India. Mr. Sevutia 
elaborated on the diplomatic and 
bilateral ties between Fiji and India 
across various sectors. Furthermore, 
he urged participants to actively 
promote awareness of the program, 
intending to extend its benefits to a 
broader spectrum of youth disapora. 
Additionally, he underscored the 
dynamic and evolving nature of the 
relationship between India and Fiji.

Dialogue with 72nd KIP Delegates 
During a captivating session with KIP 
delegates, Mr. Gopal Arora nurtured 
an atmosphere of open dialogue, 
urging delegates to share their 
diverse experiences. The ensuing 
d i scuss ion  was  l i ve l y,  w i t h  
participants offering insightful 
perspectives on their experiences 
and observations in India, spanning 
cultural intricacies, advancements in 
Ayurveda, Yoga, and technology, and 
soc ioeconomic  deve lopment .  
Delegates expressed admiration for 
India's multifaceted progress, 
highlighting the significance of their 
visit in reconnecting with their cultural 
roots and witnessing India's 

significance of the Ramayana, Ms. 
Sharma explored themes of  
leadership, diplomacy, equality, and 
justice. She also commenced a quiz 
on varied valuable lessons of 
Ramayana that invoked the intriguing 
and interactive engagement with the 
delegates. The participants who won 
the quiz were awarded with books 
and mementos. The workshop left 
delegates enriched and connected.

Dr. Markande Rai, a distinguished 
Senior Advisor at UN-HABITAT and 
ARSP's esteemed member, delved 
into profound aspects of the 
Ramayana, emphasizing its timeless 
relevance to human life. He 
underscored the epic's teachings on 
fami l ia l  bonds, respect,  and 
community responsibility. Dr. Rai 
highlighted understanding India as 
grasping its soul, urging reflection on 
Indian identity and pride, resonating 
with the ethos of the Know India 
Program (KIP). He urged participants 
to become ambassadors, carrying 
India's essence back to their 
countr ies. Dr.  Rai 's address 
emphasized the Ramayana's 
e n d u r i n g  w i s d o m  a n d  t h e  
transformative potential of cultural 
exchange for fostering global 
understanding and harmony.

H. E. Dr. Roger Gopaul, High 
Commissioner of the Republic of 
Trinidad and Tobago in his address, 
shared a poignant moment from his 
experience. He recounted witnessing 
Prime Minister Modi's entrance into 
Parliament, which prompted the 
assembly to rise and exclaim 'Jai Sri 
Ram'. Dr. Gopaul expressed awe at 
this symbolic gesture, noting its 
resonance in the world's largest 
democracy. Reflecting on his journey 
to India, he admitted his prior 
knowledge was shaped by Bollywood 
to some extent. However, upon 
arrival, he questioned which India he 
had come to see, recognizing its 
diversity and long history. Dr. Gopaul 
emphasized the importance of 
acknowledging India's civilization, 
culture, and philosophy, from ancient 
civilizations to digital innovation. He 
urged pride in the connection to 
India 's her i tage, woven into 
humanity's collective narrative.

Mr. Henry Rist of High Commission 
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  ?   Zameer Anwar
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Centre for Roma Studies and Cultural Relations
Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad-ARSP

On 151 Birth Anniversary of Maharishi Aurobindo : advancements firsthand. Fond 
discussions on traditional rituals like 
Nazar-utarna underscored shared 
cultural practices. There was 
palpable admiration for India's 
achievements in economic growth, 
education, technology, and women's 
empowerment. Culinary experiences 
were fondly shared, emphasizing the 
lasting impact of their stay in India. 
The interaction exemplified the 
profound influence of cultural 
exchange ,  fos te r ing  deeper  
connections and mutual broader 
understanding.

Dr. Ram, a distinguished member of 
ARSP, graciously shared his rich 
experiences of residing in Trinidad 
and Tobago, Fiji, and Suriname with 
the esteemed KIP delegates. His 
enlightening discourse captures the 

intricacies of cultural and religious 
practices within these Caribbean 
nations, with a particular emphasis on 
Suriname.

Dr. Ram ardently advocated for 
deeper understanding of India, 
underscoring its rapid growth and 
burgeoning connect ions wi th 
diasporic communities worldwide. He 
urged KIP delegates to seize this 
remarkable opportunity to foster 
stronger bonds between their 
respective countries and India, 
t h e r e b y  f a c i l i t a t i n g  g r e a t e r  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  m u t u a l  
understanding.

Shri Narayan Kumar, Honorary 
D i rec tor  (ARSP) ,  e loquent ly  
recounted his enriching experiences 
from his visits to various diaspora 

countries. During his addresses, he 
delved into the pivotal role of 
language, culture, and the vibrant 
tapestry of traditions, including the 
captivating melodies of Chatani 
Sangeet and Baithak Geet. With 
heartfelt gratitude, he extended his 
appreciation to the Indian diaspora 
for their remarkable contributions 
worldwide. He expressed profound 
thanks to the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA), esteemed dignitaries, 
guests, and the 72nd Know India 
Programme (KIP) delegates, whose 
presence ensured the success of the 
event. The ceremony culminated with 
a warm vote of thanks and the 
presentation of certificates to the KIP 
participants, recognizing their fervent 
par t ic ipat ion and in terest ing 
interaction.  
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Indonesia-India Business Forum 2024 Strengthens 
Economic Ties Amidst 75 Years of Diplomatic Relations

The Indonesia-India Business Forum 
2024, a pivotal event aimed at 
bolstering economic ties between the 
two nations, recently concluded in 
Jakarta. Hosted by the Embassy of 
India in Jakarta in collaboration with 
the Indonesia India Business Forum 
(IIBF), the forum commemorated 75 
years of diplomatic relations between 
Indonesia and India.

A key highlight of the event was the 
participation of Rajkumar Ranjan 
Singh, Minister of State for External 
Affairs and for Education of India, 
who expressed enthusiasm about the 
prospects for expanded trade and 
investment between the two 
countries. Minister Singh remarked 
on the importance of trade as a 
cornerstone of the Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership between 
Indonesia and India.

The forum, held on Wednesday, 
January 31, 2024, featured in-depth 
discussions on economic integration 
and the identification of new avenues 
for bilateral trade and investment. A 
joint logo marking the 75 years of 
India-Indonesia diplomatic relations 
was launched, underscoring the 
significance of this milestone.

Indonesia has emerged as India's 

second-largest trading partner 
in the ASEAN region, with 
robust bilateral trade and 
increasing Indian investments. 
O f f i c i a l  d a t a  i n d i c a t e s  
significant Indian investment in 
various sectors such as 
infrastructure, power, textiles, 
steel, automotive, mining, 
banking, and consumer goods.

Discussions at  the I IBF 
centered on overcoming 
b a r r i e r s  t o  t r a d e  a n d  
investment, with a focus on 
enhancing the Indian presence in the 
Indonesian market. The event 
convened a distinguished audience 
comprising business leaders, 
policymakers, and industry experts, 
fostering high-level dialogue on the 
future of Indonesia-India economic 
relat ions.One of the forum's 
highlights was an interactive panel 
discussion addressing local currency 
settlement systems, banking, and 
d ig i t a l  f i nance ,  showcas ing  
opportunities for increased financial 
integration between the two nations. 
The panel featured esteemed figures 
from the banking and digital finance 
sectors of both countries, offering 
concrete strategies for enhanced 
economic cooperation.

The Indonesia-India Business Forum 
2024 marks a significant step forward 
in bilateral relations, reinforcing 
col laborat ion and laying the 
groundwork for future economic 
partnerships. Established in 2022, 
the IIBF continues to facilitate 
interactions between the Indonesian 
and Indian business communities, 
d r i v i n g  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  
implementation of new business 
opportunities.

As both nations look ahead, the 
forum's outcomes promise to foster 
greater synergy, innovation, and 
prosperity in the dynamic landscape 
of  Indonesia- India economic 
relations.

MoS External Affairs Rajkumar Ranjan Singh 
at the Indonesia-India Business Forum 

2024 in Jakarta 
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Prof. Dr. Shashibala, 
Dean, KM Munshi Centre for Indology

Bhartiya Vidya Bhawan

Role of diaspora in furthering India's religious 
nationalism globally

The celebratory atmosphere that 
engul fed India fo l lowing the 
consecration ceremony of Ram Lalla 
in Ayodhya on January 22 was met 
with mixed reactions, particularly 
regarding its implications for India's 
minor i t ies under the current 
Bha ra t i ya  Jana ta  (BJP) - l ed  
government. This article seeks to 
delve into the foreign policy 
dimension, examining how India 
strategically employed diaspora 
engagement as a critical tool to 
garner global legitimacy for its brand 
of religious nationalism.

A pivotal aspect of this legitimisation 
lies in the directives issued by the 
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) to 
its various missions, instructing them 
to organise events tied to the 
consecration ceremony. These 
events not only actively engaged the 
Indian diaspora, but also attracted 
participation from foreign ministers 
and industrialists, lending a voice of 
international legitimacy to the Indian 
government's perspective. Notably, 
this outreach extended beyond 
neighbouring countries with shared 
cultural heritage linked to Ram. For 
instance, in New Zealand, Minister of 
Ethnic Communities Melissa Lee and 
Minister for Regulation David 
Seymour at tended the Pran 
Pratishtha ceremony hosted by the 
Indian consulate in Auckland.

This global outreach underscores the 
government's effort to project its 
religious nationalism as a global 
phenomenon, garnering support from 
various quarters.

Furthermore, in the lead-up to the 
inauguration of the Ram temple, 
newly-elected Chief Minister of 
Madhya Pradesh, Mohan Yadav said, 
“If God wishes, 'Akhand Bharat' will 
be formed again, if not today, then 
tomorrow; not only up to Sindh or 

Punjab but even till Afghanistan.” He 
also added that the Ram temple is the 
first step towards a Ram Rajya and a 
possible recovery from the losses 
made by India after Partition in 1947. 
This statement by Yadav reaffirms 
Madhya Pradesh BJP President V D 
Sharma's speech wherein he 
outlined that if given a chance, the 
saffron party will change India's 
geography.

Such statements from crucial 
stakeholders within the ruling party 
bounds a parallel between India's 
religious nationalism and Israel's 
Zionism –– Jewish rel ig ious 
movement for a Jewish national state 
in Palestine.Unlike India, Israel does 
not find its diaspora upholding the 
Zionist viewpoint on a global scale as 
seen recently when several Jewish 
bodies condemned actions of Jewish 
settlers in the West Bank.

This lack of global support by its 
diaspora and governments across 
the world for the Zionist outlook 
resulted in the UN General Assembly 
resolut ion A/RES/3379 which 
determined Zionism as a form of 
racism and racial discrimination. On 
the other end, India's Hindutva which 
is central to the country's religious 
nationalism has also been termed as 
'racist supremacism', yet India 
manages to cleverly camouflage its 
religious nationalism under the 
blanket of cultural tolerance and 
evading the similar level of scrutiny 
faced by Zionism.

M o r e o v e r ,  H i n d u  r e l i g i o u s  
organisations with international 
presence such as Bochasanwasi 
Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan 
Sanstha (BAPS) play a key role in 
taking forward India's religious 
outlook in foreign soil. The BAPS 
temple to be inaugurated in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) on 

February 14 by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is a key example. 
BAPS, over the years has built 
several temples across the world, 
including Canada, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States. 
Building a temple in a Muslim-
majority State has been termed by 
the UAE ambassador to India as a 
milestone for religious tolerance; 
however, looking at the situation 
within India and how sections of 
religiously-charged communities in 
t h e  c o u n t r y  t r e a t  m i n o r i t y  
populations, we need to rethink 
whether India's religious nationalism 
is truly based on tolerance.

There is an innate relationship 
between the presence of large Indian 
diaspora and Hindu temples being 
built abroad, to cater the religious 
needs of the Indian population 
overseas. Thus, the Indian diaspora 
and internationally present Hindu 
religious organisations have played 
the key role of preventing global 
criticism on the adverse impacts of 
India's religious nationalism and 
statements on 'Akhand Bharat' 
across the public sphere, and within 
forums such as the UN Human Rights 
Council, adding another element to 
India's saffronisation of its foreign 
policy.

India's adept use of diaspora 
engagement as a tool for global 
legitimacy showcases the intricate 
interplay between domestic religious 
national ism and international 
outreach. As India navigates this 
delicate balance, it remains to be 
seen how the world views the nation's 
brand of religious identity on the 
global stage in the coming years.

Courtesy: Deccan Herald, Dated: 
05 February 2024 
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India's adept use of diaspora engagement as a tool for global legitimacy showcases the intricate interplay 
between domestic religious nationalism and international outreach.

  ?   Arkoprabho Hazra
Manager at Aakhya India
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UK museum awarded £2,00,000 grant to mark legacy of last 
Sikh ruler Maharaja Duleep Singh

In a bid to commemorate the 
profound legacy of Maharaja Duleep 
Singh, the last ruler of the Sikh 
empire, the Ancient House Museum 
in Norfolk's Thetford has been 
granted a significant sum of nearly 
£200,000 by the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund.

Established in 1924 by Prince 
Frederick Duleep Singh, son of 
Maharaja Duleep Singh, the museum 
stands as a testament to the enduring 
history of the Duleep Singh family. 
The recent grant, coinciding with the 
museum's centenary, aims to enrich 
the museum's displays, allowing 
visitors to delve into the captivating 
narrative of this illustrious lineage.

Maharaja Duleep Singh's narrative is 
one of both grandeur and adversity. 
As the youngest son of Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh, founder of the Sikh 
empire, Duleep Singh ascended to 
the throne at the tender age of five, 
only to be dethroned following the 
annexation of Punjab by the British in 
1849. His subsequent journey led him 
to England, where he eventually 
settled at Elveden Hall in Suffolk, 
laying the foundation for a century-

long connection between his family 
and the region.

Prince Frederick's gesture of 
donating the Ancient House Museum 
to the community underscores the 
family's commitment to preserving 
their heritage. Through the grant, the 
museum embarks on a two-year 
project to illuminate the multifaceted 
history of the Duleep Singh family.
Robyn Llewellyn, Director of 
England, Midlands, and East for the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund, 
expressed enthusiasm for the 
project, emphasizing its role in 
showcasing the rich tapestry of 
Anglo-Punjab history. Among the 
anticipated displays are a recreation 
of Elveden Hall, a loaned portrait of 
Du leep S ingh,  and exh ib i ts  
highlighting the family's advocacy for 
universal suffrage.

Notably, the museum will also feature 
personal artifacts belonging to 
Maharaja Duleep Singh, including his 
cherished walking stick gifted to him 
by King Edward VII during his time as 
Prince of Wales.

With this grant, the Ancient House 

Museum sets out on a mission to not 
only commemorate the remarkable 
legacy of Maharaja Duleep Singh but 
also to celebrate the enduring 
contributions of the Duleep Singh 
family to the cultural landscape of the 
United Kingdom.
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British-Indian Doctor Spearheads 
Cancer Vaccine Trial for Early Bowel Cancer

In a significant stride towards 
combating early bowel cancer, Dr. 
Tony Dhillon, a distinguished British-
Indian medical oncologist, has taken 
the helm as the chief investigator in a 
pioneering vaccine trial. This 
groundbreaking initiative, a result of a 
fruitful collaboration between the 
United Kingdom and Australia, 
p romises  hope  fo r  pa t ien ts  
worldwide.

Dr. Dhillon, currently serving as a 
consultant medical oncologist at the 
esteemed Royal Surrey NHS 
Foundation Trust, has long been 
dedicated to advancing cancer 
treatment. His vision for this trial, 

aimed at addressing early-stage 
bowel cancer, marks a significant 
milestone in the fight against this 
prevalent disease.

Collaborating closely with Professor 
Tim Price in Australia over the past 
four years, Dr. Dhillon has played a 
pivotal role in the development of this 
innovative vaccine. The trial's 
inception underscores the power of 
international cooperation and the 
t i r e l e s s  e f f o r t s  o f  m e d i c a l  
professionals dedicated to improving 
patient outcomes.

This vaccine trial represents a ray of 
hope for individuals grappling with 

early-stage bowel cancer, offering a 
potential avenue for more effective 
treatment options. As the trial 
commences, the medical community 
eagerly awaits the outcomes, 
recognizing the profound impact this 
research could have on cancer care 
worldwide.

Dr.  Dhi l lon's leadership and 
dedication to advancing cancer 
treatment exemplify the spirit of 
innovation and collaboration driving 
medical progress. His pioneering 
efforts stand as a testament to the 
transformative potential of medical 
research in the fight against cancer.

Maharaja Duleep Singh, the last 
ruler of the Sikh empire
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Indian Diaspora Illuminates Times Square with Celebration of 
Ram Temple Pran Prathistha Ceremony

In a vibrant display of cultural pride 
and unity, the Indian diaspora in New 
York adorned Times Square with the 
image of Lord Ram, chanting Shree 
Ram bhajans and songs as they 
celebrated the Pran Prathistha 
ceremony of the Ram Temple in 
Ayodhya, India.

The streets of Times Square were 
aglow with the fervor of the Indian 
community, who turned out in large 
numbers donning traditional attire 
and waving saffron flags bearing 
portraits of Shri Ram. Their 
passionate renditions of bhajans and 
songs echoed through the iconic 
location, showcasing the rich cultural 
heritage of their homeland.
The Indian Embassy in the UK, 
speaking through X, lauded the 
spectacle, emphasizing the vibrancy 
and unity displayed by the diaspora in 
honoring the historic occasion. 
Meanwhile, Mayor Joe Petty of 
Worcester, Massachusetts, extended 
warm greetings to the Hindu 
commun i t y,  recogn iz ing  the  

significance of the Pran 
Pratishtha ceremony and 
commemorating India's 75th 
Republic Day.

The mayor's proclamation 
underscored the importance 
of inclusivity, extending 
congratulations to Hindu, 
Sikh,  Ja in,  and Asian-
American communities and 
acknowledging the efforts of 
the Foundation of Indian-
Amer i cans  (F IA ) ,  New 
England, in facilitating the 
celebrations.

Joined by the US-India community, 
Mayor Petty reiterated the values of 
democracy, diversity, and unity, 
emphasizing the rich cultural heritage 
and traditions shared between the 
two nations.

Ahead of the 'Pran Pratishtha' 
c e r e m o n y ,  t h e  S h r i  R a m  
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust 
announced a grand musical event 

titled 'Mangal Dhwani,' featuring 
renowned artists and set to captivate 
audiences at 10 am.

The illuminated festivities in Times 
Square stand as a testament to the 
enduring cultural bond between India 
and its diaspora, echoing the 
sentiments of joy and celebration 
surrounding the historic inauguration 
of the Shri Ram Temple in Ayodhya.

Indian-American Prodigy Preesha Chakraborty Shines 
in 'World's Brightest Students' List

In a dazzling display of intellect and 
talent, nine-year-old Indian-American 
prodigy Preesha Chakraborty has 
claimed her spot among the world's 
brightest students. Hailing from 
Warm Spring Elementary School in 

Fremont, California, Preesha has 
been recognized by the esteemed 
Johns Hopkins Centre for Talented 
Youth (JH-CTY).

The announcement comes as no 
surprise to those familiar with 
Preesha's exceptional abilities. 
Outshining over 16,000 students 
f rom 90 countr ies,  she has 
demonstrated an unparalleled 
aptitude and dedication to academic 
excellence.

The selection process was rigorous, 
with Preesha excelling in above-
grade-level tests administered by the 
J H - C T Y.  H e r  r e m a r k a b l e  
achievement underscores not only 
her own brilliance but also the support 

and guidance she receives from her 
school and family.

Reflecting on her accomplishments, 
Preesha humbly attributes her 
success to hard work and a passion 
for learning. She serves as an 
inspiration to young minds worldwide, 
proving that age is no barrier to 
achieving greatness.

As Preesha takes her place among 
the world's brightest students, she 
continues to illuminate the path for 
future generations, showcasing the 
boundless potential within each 
individual. Congratulations to 
Preesha Chakraborty on this 
extraordinary achievement!
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Indian-Origin Lawyer Giridharan Sivaraman Appointed 
as Australia's Race Discrimination Commissioner

In a landmark decision, Giridharan 

Sivaraman, a prominent Indian-origin 

lawyer, has been chosen as 

Australia's new Race Discrimination 

Commissioner by the Australian 

Human Rights Commission. With his 

appointment, Sivaraman assumes 

the pivotal role of combating racial 

discrimination and fostering harmony 

within Australian society.

As the Chair of Multicultural Australia 

and the head of Maurice Blackburn's 

Queensland Employment Law 

department, Sivaraman brings 

extensive experience and a deep 

understanding of legal intricacies to 

his new position. His background 

underscores a commitment to 

advocat ing  fo r  marg ina l i zed  

commun i t i es  and  p romot ing  

inclusivity. 

T h e  R a c e  D i s c r i m i n a t i o n  

Commissioner holds a critical 

mandate to address all forms of racial 

discrimination and advance tolerance 

across various sectors of Australian 

society. Sivaraman's appointment is 

poised to energize efforts towards 

achieving these objectives, signaling 

a progressive step forward in 

Australia's pursuit of equality and 

social cohesion.

S i v a r a m a n ' s  e x p e r t i s e  a n d  

dedication are expected to contribute 

significantly to the ongoing discourse 

on diversity and inclusion, steering 

Australia towards a more equitable 

and harmonious fu ture .  H is  

appointment underscores the 

country's commitment to fostering a 

society where every individual is 

valued and respected regardless of 

their background.

In a groundbreaking moment in 

Oscar history, 'American Sikh,' a 

stirring animated film, has secured 

qualification for the prestigious 

Oscars, marking a seismic shift in 

Sikh representation in cinema. The 

International Sikh Film Festival 2023 

witnessed the global embrace of this 

historic moment as the first Sikh 

animated movie blazed its trail 

towards the Oscars.

Directed by Ryan Westra and 

Vishavjit Singh, 'American Sikh' 

chronicles Singh's remarkable 

journey from an engineer-turned-

cartoonist to an educator-activist 

combating hate and bias by donning 

the uniform of Marvel superhero 

Capta in  Amer ica .  Execu t i ve  

producers Vikas Khanna and Guneet 

Monga Kapoor, won the 2023 Oscar 

for The Elephant Whisperers. This 

inspirational ten-minute documentary 

promises to captivate audiences with 

its poignant narrative.

Vikas Khanna, known for his culinary 

mastery and cultural advocacy, joins 

forces once again to celebrate 

'American Sikh,' solidifying the 

impact of Sikh stories globally. 

Khanna's collaboration echoes his 

commitment to fostering diversity and 

inclusion in storytelling.

The film also highlights 'Baywatana,' 

directed by Boston's talented high 

school students, which delves into 

the experiences of Sikh and Hindu 

families, enriching the tapestry of 

cultural narratives.

Vishavjit Singh's journey, from facing 

prejudice and violence as a turban-

wearing Sikh boy to becoming a 

s y m b o l  o f  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  

empowerment, resonates deeply 

with audiences worldwide. His 

collaboration with Ryan Westra 

underscores the importance of 

amplifying marginalized voices in 

mainstream media.

In an interview, Ryan Westra shared 

his motivation behind bringing 

Singh's story to life, emphasizing the 

need to shed light on the impact of 

childhood trauma and racism on 

health outcomes within the South 

Asian community.

As the global community celebrates 

the unstoppable rise of Sikh stories 

on the world stage, 'American Sikh' 

stands as a testament to resilience, 

diversity, and the power of storytelling 

to inspire change.

Film 'American Sikh' Qualifies for Oscars, 
Revolutionizing Sikh Cinema
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India-Gulf people-to-people relations: A pivot to 
multidimensional ties between New Delhi and the Middle East
India and the Arabian Peninsula have 
shared a historical and civilizational 
connection for the last 5000 years. 
Traders, travelers, and scholars from 
both sides have visited each other for 
centuries. This has resulted in a deep 
exchange of language, culture and 
ideas between the two. People used 
to cross the Arabian Sea on boats 
using the traditional knowledge of 
seasonal winds. 

The spice trade between India and 
the Arabian Peninsula is well 
recorded in history. The Malabar 
Coast of Kerala and the Omani and 
Yemeni coasts were important ports 
of entry for the people. Such 
interactions of the past have 
continued in the modern times.

In the present context, much of the 
contact is dominated by the 
interaction between the respective 
governments .  Today,  Ind ia 's  
relationship with the Gulf countries is 
multifaceted with strong economic, 
political, defence and security 
cooperation. India considers the 
r e g i o n  a s  i t s  “ e x t e n d e d  
neighbourhood” with huge stakes in 
these countries. In the interaction 
dominated by the governments, 
people-to-people contacts from both 
sides have continued and it 
constitutes an important aspect of the 
India-Gulf relationship.

There is a nine million strong Indian 
community working and living in the 
Gulf region. The oil boom in the Gulf 
region in the 1970s brought a large 
number of Indian manpower to work 
in the growing petroleum industry. 
That number has continued to grow 
over the decades, and today, Indians 
constitute the largest expatriate 
community in the Gulf. The semi-
skilled, skilled, and high-skilled 
manpower from India contribute 
significantly to the development and 
progress of the Gulf economies.

In recent decades, the number of 
highly qualified professionals from 
India in the Gulf has grown 
significantly. The contribution of the 
Indian diaspora to the economic 
development of the Gulf countries 
has been acknowledged by the Gulf 

rulers. The Indian diaspora in the Gulf 
is known to be hardworking and law-
abiding, and they have adapted 
themselves to the political and social 
environment in the Gulf. The 
presence of the Indian diaspora has 
left an enduring impression in the 
minds of the local population about 
India.
 
The Indian diaspora forms a natural 
link between India and the Gulf. It 
works as a bridge connecting the 
government and people on both 
sides. Commending the contribution 
of the Indian diaspora in the Gulf, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
applauded them by stating that they 
are 'brand ambassadors' of India's 
culture and heritage.
 
A number of Indian traders and 
businessmen have been successful 
in establishing their businesses in the 
Gulf. This has helped not only in 
achieving commercial benefits but 
also in accelerating interaction at the 
societal level as well.
Most of the Indians working in the 
Gulf send money to their families 
back home. India is the largest 
recipient of remittances in the world. 
In 2023, India received around US$ 
125 billion as remittances. About half 
of these remittances come from the 
Gulf region.  Cultural interactions 
between India and the Gulf region 
have continued since the past. 
Language, art, culture, education and 
cinema are some of the most 
prominent means of cul tural  
interaction between the two peoples. 

In modern times, cultural exchange 
programmes are facilitated by 
governments by signing cultural 
exchange agreements to enhance 
knowledge of each other's culture on 
both sides. The governments 
promote cooperation between 
institutions, museums, artists, theatre 
organisations, exchange of officials, 
scholars and researchers from both 
sides. Today, cinema remains a 
powerful  medium of cul tural  
interaction between both sides, 
especial ly among the young 
generation. While the Indian cinema 
industry has grown substantially, it is 
growing slowly in the Gulf with liberal 

policies adopted by the Gulf rulers. 
Indian movies, serials and actors are 
famous in the Gulf region as they 
have grown in popularity among the 
Arab youth.
While the Covid-19 pandemic was a 
difficult time for the Indian diaspora, 
they received support from the 
government and civi l society 
organizations in the Gulf. The Indian 
government appealed to the Gulf 
rulers to look after the well-being of 
the Indian community during the 
difficult times of the pandemic.

Celebrating the Pravasi Bharatiya 
Divas has been a platform for the 
Indian diaspora to come together 
every year and discuss the issues 
concerning them. This helps the 
Indian diaspora from all over the 
globe in networking and sharing their 
experiences among themselves. The 
Government of India has been 
engag ing w i th  the  d iaspora  
communities from different parts of 
the world through this format.

People-to-people contact is one of 
the key elements of bilateral relations 
between India and the Gulf region. 
This is an effective 'soft power' in the 
times of real politics and interest-
driven policies of the nation-states.

In modern times, the increased use of 
communication technology and ease 
of movement of people from both 
sides has further facilitated people-
to-people interaction. 
This could be used as a tool by the 
governments to further strengthen 
their relations. The challenges in this 
way must be addressed jointly by the 
r e s p e c t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  
involvement of Indian diaspora 
communities and civil society 
organisations from the Gulf region.  
That is a huge scope in further 
enhancing people-to-people contact 
between India and the Gulf region in 
future. 

*The author is a Research Fellow at 
the Manohar Parrikar Institute for 
Defence Studies and Analyses, 
New Delhi; views expressed are 
his own
Courtesy : India News Network 
Date 30 January, 2024

  ?   Dr Prasanta Kumar Pradhan 
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India's economy to reach $10 trillion by 2030, predicts WEF 
President; stresses global collaboration amidst challenges

In a momentous declaration at the 
54th annual World Economic Forum 
(WEF) meeting in Davos, WEF 
President Borge Brende has 
forecasted that India's economy is 
poised to reach the USD 10 trillion 
milestone by the close of this decade. 
Speaking to Business Today's 
Executive Director Rahul Kanwal, 
Brende expressed unwavering 
confidence in India's economic 
trajectory, envisioning its ascent to 
the league of the world's foremost 
economies.

Brende  underscored  Ind ia ' s  
remarkable economic resilience 
amidst global headwinds and 
geopolitical tensions, citing its robust 
performance. He foresees a 
promising 8% growth rate for the 
current year, far surpassing the global 
trade growth rate, which dwindled to 

0.8% last year from 3.4%. Despite 
challenges posed by escalating oil 
prices and the Israel-Hamas conflict, 
Brende remains bullish on India's 
economic prospects, attributing its 
buoyancy to the nation's burgeoning 
digital economy, which is expanding 
twice as fast as its counterparts 
worldwide.

In an interview with NDTV's Vishnu 
Som, Brende elucidated India's 
potential for exponential growth, 
likening it to a “snowball effect.” He 
emphasized the pivotal role of 
sustained reforms, geopolitical 
stability, and investments in research 
and infrastructure in realizing India's 
ambitious economic objectives.

Amidst discussions on the global 
economic landscape, Brende offered 
insights into the future trajectories of 

key players, foreseeing a resurgence 
in the United States and China's 
economies. He also delved into the 
impact of artificial intelligence (AI) on 
employment, advocating for its 
potential to elevate productivity and 
welfare, particularly in countries like 
India, while acknowledging its short-
term displacement effects on certain 
job sectors.

In concluding remarks, Brende 
emphasized the imperative of 
fostering global collaboration and 
t r u s t - b u i l d i n g  t o  c o n f r o n t  
contemporary challenges such as 
pandemics, climate change, and 
cyber threats. Against the backdrop 
of the WEF 2024 theme, “rebuilding 
trust in a fractured world,” Brende 
underscored the indispensable need 
for international cooperation in 
addressing pressing global issues.

Over 59,000 Indians Acquired US Citizenship in 2023, 
Comprising 6.7% of Total New Citizens: USCIS Report

According to the annual progress 
report for 2023 released by the US 
Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS), a staggering 59,000 Indians 
were granted US citizenship in the 
fiscal year 2023. This significant 
number propelled India to secure the 
second position as the top source 
country for new citizens in the United 
States, following Mexico.
 
The report disclosed that nearly 8.7 
lakh fore ign nat iona ls  were 
naturalized as US citizens during the 
fiscal year ending on September 30, 
2023. Among them, over 1.1 lakh 
were Mexicans, constituting 12.7% of 
the total, while 6.7% were Indians, 
totaling 59,100 individuals.
 
Additionally, the report outlined that 
44,800 new US citizens, comprising 
5.1%, hailed from the Philippines, 
and 35,200, accounting for 4%, 

originated from the Dominican 
Republic.
 
Eligibility for naturalization, as per the 
Immigration and Nationality Act 
(INA), mandates applicants to fulfill 
specific criteria, including being a 
lawful permanent resident (LPR) for a 
minimum of five years. Certain 
exceptions, such as spouses of US 
citizens and individuals with military 
service, are exempted from some 
naturalization prerequisites.
 
The majority of individuals who 
obtained US citizenship in FY 2023 
were eligible based on being LPRs for 
at least five years (INA Section 
316(a)). This was followed by 
applicants who qualified as LPRs for 
three years and were married to US 
citizens for three years (INA Section 
319(a)), as well as applicants eligible 
due to military service during 

designated periods of hostilities (INA 
Section 329).
 
The report further highlighted that a 
non-citizen must typically spend a 
minimum of five years as an LPR to 
qualify for naturalization, whereas the 
spouse of a US citizen must spend at 
least three years as an LPR. The 
median duration of LPR status for all 
citizens naturalized in FY 2023 was 
seven years.
 
Moreover, the USCIS underscored 
that naturalizations during the fiscal 
years 2022 and 2023 accounted for 
nearly a quarter of all naturalizations 
over the past decade.
This surge in Indian citizens acquiring 
US citizenship underscores the 
enduring ties between the two 
nations and reflects the ongoing trend 
of skilled migration to the United 
States.

Suriname Parliamentary Delegation Meets Indian 
Counterparts, Strengthening Bilateral Ties

A significant diplomatic encounter 
unfolded as a Parl iamentary 
D e l e g a t i o n  f r o m  S u r i n a m e ,  
spearheaded by the Chairman of the 
National Assembly of Suriname, 
Marinus Bee, engaged in discussions 
with Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla at 
the Parliament House Complex.

Highlighting Friendship: Speaker 
B i r la  warmly  we lcomed the  
Delegation, emphasizing the deep-
rooted friendly relations between 
India and Suriname, underscored by 
historical and cultural bonds. He 
reiterated the robust connections 
fostered through cultural, spiritual, 
and people-to-people exchanges.

Reciproca l  Hospi ta l i ty :  B i r la  
reminisced about the cordial 
reception extended to the Indian 
Parliamentary Delegation during their 
v i s i t  t o  Su r iname in  2022 ,  
emphasizing the importance of such 
reciprocal gestures in nurturing 
bilateral relations.

Strengthening Bilateral Relations: 
Discussions extended to high-level 
visits, notably mentioning President 
Draupadi Murmu's trip to Suriname. 
Birla emphasized the significance of 
such exchanges in fortifying ties, 
citing the Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas 
Award conferred upon Suriname 
President Chan Santokhi as a 
testament to the close economic and 
cultural relations. Multi lateral 
C o l l a b o r a t i o n :  B o t h  s i d e s  

acknowledged the importance of 
cooperation at multilateral forums, 
aiming to tackle shared challenges 
and forge mutually beneficial 
solutions.

Celebrating Democracy: With India 
gearing up for General Elections, 
Birla portrayed the electoral process 
as a celebration of democracy, 
highlighting its transparency and 
inclusivity, with over 900 million 
voters participating.

India's Socioeconomic Progress: 
Birla briefed the Delegation on India's 
rapid socioeconomic transformation 
under Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's leadership, emphasizing the 
country's contributions to global 
problem-solving through innovation 
a n d  r e s e a r c h . P a r l i a m e n t a r y  
C o o p e r a t i o n :  S t r e s s i n g  o n  
s t reng then ing  pa r l i amen ta ry  

cooperation, discussions delved into 
various mutual interests, further 
solidifying the bond between India 
and Suriname.

Gratitude and Mutual Respect: 
Chairman Bee expressed gratitude 
f o r  t h e  w a r m  r e c e p t i o n ,  
acknowledging India's significance 
as a cherished ally and “second 
home” for the Surinamese. Broad 
Participation: The gathering saw the 
presence of several Members of 
Parliament, signifying the collective 
commitment towards enhancing 
bilateral ties. The meeting between 
the Parliamentary Delegations of 
India and Suriname underscores the 
shared commitment to deepen 
cooperation across various spheres, 
promising a brighter future for both 
nations.

in March, 2024

  March 03 :  Bulgaria - National Day 

March 06 :  Ghana - Independence Day  
 

March 09 :  

March 12 : Mauritius - Republic Day 

March 24 :  

March 20 : Tunisia - Independence Day 

  March 26 :  Bangladesh - Independence Day

March 08 :  International Women's day  
                      
                

Purnima 

March 25 :  Holi  



  ?   Zameer Anwar,
Research Fellow, CRSCR-ARSP

Diplomatic Postings
Shri Saurabh Kumar (IFS:1989), presently Secretary 
in the Ministry, has been appointed as the next 
Ambassador of India to the Kingdom of Belgium. He 
will also be accredited as Ambassador of India to the 
European Union.

Shri Dinkar Asthana, (IFS:1990), presently 
Ambassador of India to the Republic of Senegal, has 
been concurrently accredited as the next Ambassador 
of India to the Republic of Guinea-Bissau.

Shri Upender Singh Rawat (IFS:1998), presently High 
Commissioner of India to the Republic of Uganda, has 
been concurrently accredited as the next Ambassador 
of India to the Republic of Burundi, with residence in 
Kampala.

Shri Anil Kumar Rai (IFS:2001), presently Joint 
Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs, has been 

appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the 
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.

Shri Robert Shetkintong (IFS:2001), presently 
Ambassador of India to the Federal Democratic Republic 
of Ethiopia has been appointed as the next High 
Commissioner of India to the Republic of 
Mozambique.

Dr. Amit S. Telang (IFS:2005), presently High 
Commissioner of India to the Cooperative Republic of 
Guyana, has been concurrently accredited to the 
following, with residence in Georgetown, as the next: 
a ) H i g h  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  I n d i a  t o  t h e                               
Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis.
b)Ambassador of India to the Caribbean  
Community (CARICOM).
c)High Commissioner of India to Antigua &  
Barbuda.
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Third Offshore Campus of Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) to Be Established in Sri Lanka

In a move set to enhance educational 
ties between India and Sri Lanka, 
sources indicate that the prestigious 
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) is 
poised to establish its third offshore 
campus in Sri Lanka. The proposal, 
initially unveiled in Sri Lanka's 2024 
B u d g e t  b y  P r e s i d e n t  R a n i l  
Wickremesinghe, who also holds the 
finance minister portfolio, has gained 
momentum in recent discussions.

According to insider information, the 
Sri Lankan government has initiated 
dialogue with I IT Madras to 
materialize this ambitious project. 
Reports suggest that a high-level 
delegation recently visited the 
Chennai campus to deliberate on the 
prospective collaboration, with Kandy 
being earmarked as the likely location 
for the campus.

During their visit, the delegation also 
exp lo red  po ten t ia l  a reas  o f  
engagement at the Research Park 
within the campus premises, 
i nd i ca t i ng  a  comprehens ive  
approach towards  academic  

collaboration. Furthermore, in a bid to 
bolster educational exchange, the 
Indian government has announced 
p l a n s  t o  e x t e n d  a d m i s s i o n  
opportunities to meritorious Sri 
Lankan students in various IITs 
across India, starting from the 2017-
18 academic sessions.

If the plan for the Sri Lankan campus 
comes to fruition, it will mark IIT 
Madras' second internat ional 
campus, following the establishment 
of a campus in Tanzania's Zanzibar 
last year. Notably, Preeti Aghalyam's 
appointment as the director-in-
charge of the Zanzibar campus made 
her the first woman to hold such a 
position in an IIT. Meanwhile, IIT Delhi 
has also entered the offshore campus 
arena by signing a formal agreement 
with the UAE government to establish 
a campus in Abu Dhabi. The 
inaugural Master's course at the IIT 
Delhi-Abu Dhabi campus will focus 
o n  e n e r g y  t r a n s i t i o n  a n d  
sustainability, aligning with the 
shared vision of both nations. 
Expanding its global footprint further, 

the United Kingdom has expressed 
interest in hosting an IIT offshore 
campus, with discussions already 
underway between UK universities 
and IITs to explore this possibility. 
Moreover, several Middle Eastern 
and South Asian countries have 
approached various IITs expressing 
interest in setting up campuses in 
their respective regions.

These developments underscore the 
growing demand for quality technical 
education worldwide and highlight 
the pivotal role that IITs play in 
fulfilling this demand while fostering 
international collaboration and 
knowledge exchange.

PM Modi Inaugurates BAPS Hindu Mandir in UAE, 
Hails “Landmark” Move

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
marked a historic moment in Indo-
UAE relations as he inaugurated the 
BAPS Swaminarayan Mandir in Abu 
Dhabi on Wednesday. The temple, 
representing the socio-spiritual Hindu 
faith rooted in the Vedas, stands as a 
testament to the enduring cultural ties 
between India and the United Arab 
Emirates.

T h e  j o u r n e y  t o w a r d s  t h e  
establishment of the Hindu temple in 
Abu Dhabi began during PM Modi's 
first visit to the UAE in 2015. 
Following fruitful discussions, the 
UAE government allocated land for 
the construction of the BAPS temple, 
a move hailed by PM Modi as a 
“landmark” gesture. Expressing 
gratitude on behalf of 130 crore 
Indians, PM Modi extended heartfelt 
thanks to the leadership of the UAE 
for their support and cooperation in 
realizing this significant initiative.

The BAPS Swaminarayan Mandir 
h o l d s  s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  
symbolizing the rich spiritual heritage 

of India and fostering harmony 
among diverse communities. Rooted 
in the teachings of Bhagwan 
Swaminarayan in the late 18th 
century and formally established in 
1907 by Shastriji Maharaj, BAPS has 
served as a beacon of peace and 
goodwill.

Ahead of the temple's opening 
ceremony, Sadhu Brahmaviharidas 
acknowledged the pivotal role played 
by the benevolence and camaraderie 
of leaders from the UAE. He 
conveyed profound gratitude to the 
rulers and officials of the UAE, 
underscoring the strong bond 
between Prime Minister Modi and the 
leadership of the UAE.

The inauguration of the BAPS 
Swaminarayan Mandir stands as a 
symbol of friendship, cultural 
exchange, and mutual respect 
between India and the UAE. It 
reinforces the commitment of both 
nations to promoting tolerance, 
understanding, and cooperation on 
the global stage.

The event was attended by 
dignitaries from India and the UAE, 
along with members of the Indian 
diaspora, who gathered to witness 
this historic moment. As the temple 
doors open to devotees, it is expected 
to emerge as a spiritual and cultural 
hub, fostering harmony and unity 
among people of all backgrounds.

Inaugurating the BAPS Hindu Mandir, 
PM Modi emphasized the shared 
values of pluralism and diversity that 
bind India and the UAE together, 
envisioning a future of enhanced 
cooperation and prosperity for both 
nations and the world at large.
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India announces 15B INR concessional loan 
for Gyalsung Project

The Government of India (GoI) has 
announced a concessional loan of 15 
billion INR to support the Royal 
Government of Bhutan in the 
development of infrastructure for the 
Gyalsung Project. 

The memorandum of understanding 
was signed by Dasho Chhewang 
Rinzin, interim advisor of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and External Trade, 
and Ambassador of India to Bhutan,  
Sudhakar Dalela, on 21st January 
2024 in Thimphu.
This collaborative effort displays the 
strong diplomatic ties between the 
two nations and emphasises their 
commitment to fostering mutual 
growth and development, according 
to a press release from the Indian 
Embassy. 

The financial support of 15 billion INR 
is designated for the advancement of 
infrastructure associated with the 
Gyalsung project.  “The financing 
arrangement will be in addition to the 
Government  o f  Ind ia 's  p lan  
assistance to the Royal Government 
of Bhutan,” stated the press release.

The press release stated that it will 
build on the earlier collaboration 
between the Government of India and 
Gyalsung.  The Government of India 
had extended a grant assistance of 2 
billion INR for the DeSuung for 
Gyalsung programme in February, 

2023.

Ambassador Sudhakar Dalela stated 
that India is privileged to partner with 
Bhutan on a landmark initiative of His 
Majesty The King, which puts youth 
and skill at the heart of nation-building 
efforts.

The Gyalsung, Bhutan's National 
Service was announced by His 
Majesty The King during the Royal 
Address to the nation on the 112th 
National Day of Bhutan on December 
17, 2019.

This national service represents a 
foundational duty that is mandatory 

for all Bhutanese citizens, as outlined 
in Article 8.1 of the Constitution. 
Accordingly, the Gyalsung Act of the 
Kingdom of Bhutan was officially 
adopted by the Parliament of Bhutan 
o n  N o v e m b e r  1 1 ,  2 0 2 2 .  
Subsequently, the inaugural batch of 
Gyalsung Training is set  to 
commence in September of this year.

His Majesty has envisioned the 
institution of Gyalsung as a means to 
empower all Bhutanese youth to 
participate in the process of nation-
building to further enhance the 
security, peace, unity, harmony and 
sovereignty of our nation.

 ?Chencho Dema, Kuensel 
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Source- Kuensel (KP Sharma)

His Majesty confers Dakyen to Prime Minister, 
Speaker of National Assembly and Cabinet Ministers

Source: Bhutan Broadcasting Service (Sherub Dorji)

His Majesty The King conferred 
Dakyen to the new Prime Minister, 
Tshering Tobgay, the Speaker of the 
National Assembly, Lungten Dorji, 
and Cabinet Ministers in a ceremony 
held at the Golden Throne Room of 
the Tashichhodzong on 28th January 
2024.

The cabinet ministers of the fourth 
democratically elected government 
of Bhutan are Mr. Younten Phuntsho, 
Minister of Agriculture and Livestock, 

Mrs. Dimple Thapa, Minister of 
Education and Skills Development, 
Mr. Gem Tshering, Minister of Energy 
and Natural Resources, Mr. Lekey 
Dorji, Minister of Finance, Mr. 
Dinanath Dhungyel, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and External Trade, 
Mr. Tandin Wangchuk, Minister of 
Health, Mr. Tshering, Minister of 
Home Affairs, Mr. Namgyal Dorji, 
Minister of Industry, Commerce and 
Employment, and Mr. Chandra 
Gurung, Minister of Infrastructure and 

Transport. 
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21 Qjojh varjkZ”Vªh; ekr`Hkk”kk fnol 
tkfu, D;ksa vkSj fdldh ;kn esa euk;k tkrk gS\

21 Qjojh dks çfro'kZ vUrjkZ"Vªh; ekr`Hkk"kk 

fnol (International Mother Language 

Day) ds :i esa euk;k tkrk gSA bldk 

mís’; Hkk"kk foKku ds ckjs esa tkx:drk] 

lkaL—frd fofo/krk rFkk cgqHkk"kkokn dks 

c<+kok nsuk gSA njvly] vke thou esa Hkk"kk 

,d egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkrh gSA ;gh otg 

gS fd ;wusLdks }kjk gj lky 21 Qjojh dks 

vUrjkZ"Vªh; ekr`Hkk"kk fnol dks euk;k tkrk 

gSA ekr`Hkk"kk ls vk’k; ,slh Hkk"kk ls gksrk gS] 

ftls cPpk iSnk gksus ds ckn viuh eka ;k 

ifjokj ls lh[krk gSA ;kfu cPpk tUe ds 

ckn ftl Hkk"kk dks lcls igys lh[krk gS] 

ogha ekr`Hkk"kk dgykrh gSA bl fnu dks eukus 

dk mís’; nqfu;kHkj ds yksxksa esa viuh Hkk"kk 

vkSj laL—fr ds çfr #>ku iSnk djuk vkSj 

mUgsa bl ckjs esa tkx:d djuk gSA rkfd 

yksxksa dks viuh ekr`Hkk"kk cksyus esa xoZ dh 

vuqHkwfr gksA rks pfy, tkurs gSa fd ekr`Hkk"kk 

fdls dgrs gSa\ vkSj vUrjkZ"Vªh; ekr`Hkk"kk 

fnol eukus dh 'kq#vkr dSls gqbZ\

;wusLdks gj lky vUrjkZ"Vªh; ekr`Hkk"kk fnol 

dks o`gn Lrj ij vkSj csgrj <ax ls euk, 

tkus dks ysdj ,d Fkhe fu/kkZfjr djrh gS] 

ftlds rgr dh dk;ZØe vk;ksftr fd, 

tkrs gSa vkSj mls vkxs c<+k;k tkrk gSA blh 

Øe esa lky 2023 ds fy, ;wusLdks us 

vUrjkZ"Vªh; ekr`Hkk"kk fnol euk;k tkus ds 

fy, Vhe Hkh fu/kkZfjr dj nh gS] ftlds rgr 

orZeku lky ds fy, ^cgqHkk"kh f’k{kk&f’k{kk 

dks cnyus dh vko';drk* (Multilingual 

Education& A necessity to transform 

education) Fkhe fu/kkZfjr dh gSA

21 Qjojh dks vUrjkZ"Vªh; ekr`Hkk"kk fnol 

euk, tkus dh ?kks"k.kk ;wusLdks us 17 uoacj 

1999 esa dh FkhA ftlds ckn igyh ckj 21 

Qjojh 2000 dks oSf'od Lrj ij vUrjkZ"Vªh; 

ekr`Hkk"kk fnol ds :i esa euk;k x;kA 

njvly] dukMk ds jgus okys ckaXykns’kh 

jQhdqy bLyke us ckaXyk Hkk"kk vkanksyu ds 

nkSjku <kdk esa 1952 esa gq, u`kal gR;kvksa dks 

Lej.k djus ds fy, bl fnol dks ekuus ds 

fy, 21 Qjojh ds fnu dks pquus dk lq>ko 

fn;k FkkA ftlds ckn ls gh gj lky 21 

Qjojh dks vUrjkZ"Vªh; ekr`Hkk"kk fnol dks 

euk;k tkrk gSA

njvly ekr`Hkk"kk ls vk'k; ,slh Hkk"kk ls 

gksrk gS] ftls cPpk iSnk gksus ds ckn viuh 

eka ;k ifjokj ls lh[krk gSA ;kfu cPpk tUe 

ds ckn ftl Hkk"kk dks lcls igys lh[krk gS] 

ogh ekr`Hkk"kk dgykrh gSA ekr`Hkk"kk ds tfj, 

gh ge viuh laL—fr ;k /kjksgj ls tqM+rs gSaA 

fdlh Hkh O;fä ds fy, viuh ekr`Hkk"kk dk 

Kku gksuk cgqr vko';d gSA

lky 2011 dh tux.kuk fjiksVZ ds vuqlkj 

Hkkjr esa ekr`Hkk"kkvksa dh dqy la[;k 19 gtkj 

ls vf/kd gSA gkykafd blesa ls 121 Hkk"kk,a 

,slh gSa] ftUgsa 10 gtkj ls vf/kd yksx cksyrs 

gSaA bl nkSjku ;g Hkh lkeus vk;k gS fd ,d 

?kj ds lnL;ksa dh ekr`Hkk"kk vyx&vyx gks 

ldrh gSA

lky 2011 dh tux.kuk fjiksVZ ds vuqlkj 

Hkkjr esa 43-63 Qhlnh yksx fganh dks viuh 

ekr`Hkk"kk ekurs gSaA blds ckn nwljs uacj ij 

caxyk vkSj rhljs uacj ij ejkBh Hkk"kk lcls 

vf/kd cksyh tkrh gSA ogha vxj xSj lwphc) 

Hkk"kkvksa dh ckr djs rks jktLFkku esa cksyh 

tkus okyh Hkhyh bl lwph esa igys tcfd 

xksaMh Hkk"kk nwljs uacj ij vkrh gSA

^cgqHkk"kh f’k{kk gS ih<+hxr f’k{kk dk vk/kkj* 

Fkhe ds lkFk euk;k tk jgk gS bl ckj dk 

vUrjkZ"Vªh; ekr`Hkk"kk fnolA ;wusLdks dh 

rjQ ls dgk x;k gS fd LFkk;h lekt ds 

fy, lkaL—frd o Hkk"kkbZ fofo/krk t:jh gSA 

'kkafr dh LFkkiuk ds fy, ;g t:jh gS fd 

laL—fr;ksa vkSj Hkk"kkvksa esa varj dks lajf{kr 

djsa tks nwljksa ds çfr lfg".kqrk vkSj lEeku 

dks c<+kok nsrk gSA

 ?MkW- tokgj dukZoV     
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nf{k.k iwoZ ,f’k;k ds ns’kksa dk vUrjkZ”Vªh; fganh lEesyu

nf{k.k iwoZ ,f’k;k ds ns’kksa dk vUrjkZ"Vªh; 
fganh lEesyu ¼2 ls 4 Qjojh 2024½ dk 
'kqHkkjaHk VksD;k ;wfuoflZVh vkQ Q‚jsu 
LVfMt ds rRoko/kku esa rksD;ks fLFkr 
Hkkjrh; nwrkokl ds lHkkx`g esa gqvkA tkiku 
ds Hkkjrh; jktnwr Jh flch t‚tZ ds eq[; 
vkfrF; esa vk;ksftr lekjksg esa fons’k 
ea=ky; ds la;qä lfpo Jh tk;loky] 

fo’ofo|ky; dh v/;{k çks- dk;ksdks g;k’kh] 
fganh foHkkx v/;{k çks- ;ksf’kQqfe fetquks] çks- 
rksfe;ks fetksdkfe vkfn Hkh fo'ks"k :i ls 
mifLFkr jgsA bl volj ij lEesyu 
Lekfjdk rFkk çksQslj fgnsvkfd bf’knk ds 
laiknu esa çdkf’kr if=dk ^fganh lkfgR;^ 
dk yksdkiZ.k Hkh gqvkA  fo|kfFkZ;ksa us fganh 
ukfVdk rFkk xhr çLrqr fd,A lEesyu esa 

tkiku] nf{k.k dksfj;k] fo;ruke] Hkkjr 
vkfn ns’kksa ds çfrfuf/k;ksa dh Hkkxhnkjh jgh A 
3 Qjojh dks VksD;ks ;wfuoflZVh vkQ Q‚jsu 
LVMht esa nf{k.k iwoZ e/; ,f'k;k ds ns’kksa esa 
fganh Hkk"kk ,oa f’k{k.k ij foLrkj ls ppkZ gqbZA 
lEesyu dk la;kstu fo’ofo|ky; ds 
çk/;kid çks- lwjt çdk’k cMR;k us fd;kA
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e‚jh’kl esa egf”kZ n;kuan ljLorh dh 200oha t;arh
e‚jh’kl esa egf"kZ n;kuan ljLorh dh 200oha 
t;arh ds miy{k esa vk;Z lHkk] e‚jh’kl }kjk 
vk;ksftr HkO; vUrjkZ"Vªh; egklEesyu ,oa 
'kSf{kd l=ksa dk mn~?kkVu e‚jh’kl ds 
ekuuh; ç/kkuea=h Jh çoh.k dqekj txUukFk  
us fd;kA bl dk;ZØe ds fof'k"V vfrfFk Jh 
larks"k pkScs] dqykf/kifr] jchaæukFk VSxksj 
fo’ofo|ky; ,oa funs’kd fo’o jax us cht 
oäO; çLrqr fd;kA dk;ZØe esa e‚jh’kl dh 
Jherh yhyk nsoh nqdu] e‚jh’kl ljdkj ds 
vusd ea=hx.k] e‚jh’kl esa Hkkjr dh 
mPpk;qä Jherh uanuh flaxyk] ;wds ls 
Jherh v#.kk vthtlfj;k] v‚LVªsfy;k ls 
Jherh e`nqy dhfrZ] dsU;k ls Jh jktdqekj 
lSuh vkfn dh fo’ks"k mifLFkfr jghA bl 

v o l j  i j  
dqykf/kifr Jh 
pkScs us ekuuh; 
ç/kkuea=h ,oa 
mi ç/kkuea=h 
egk sn;k dk s 
viuh iqLrd 
,oa fo’ojax 
iqfLrdk Hks aV 
dhA dk;ZØe ds 
çFke f’k{k.k l= dh v/;{krk Hkh Jh larks"k 
pkScs us dhA  f}rh; 'kSf{kd l= esa M‚- 
tokgj d.kkZoV] lykgdkj çoklh Hkkjrh; 
lkfgR; ,oa laL—fr 'kks/k dsaæ us ^fo'o esa 
fganh ds çpkj çlkj esa vk;Z lekt dk 

;ksxnku^ fo"k; ij vius fopkj O;ä fd,A 
e‚jh’kl ds LiksVZ~l dkaIysDl esa vk;ksftr 
lekjksg esa ns’k&fons’k ds yxHkx 3000 ls 
vf/kd egkuqHkko mifLFkr jgsA
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Hkkjrh; Lokèkhurk ds ve`r egksRlo ds 
volj ij fo'ks"k

dsnkjukFk vxzoky
 ¼01 vçSy 1911 & 22 twu 2000½

gok gw¡] gok] eSa clarh gok gw¡!

çeq[k dfo FksA budk tUe 1 vçSy 
1911 dks mÙkj çns’k ds ckank 
tuin esa gqvk FkkA dsnkj th ds 
firkth Lo;a dfo Fks vkSj mudk 
,d dkO; ladyu ̂eèkqfje* ds uke 
ls çdkf’kr Hkh gqvk FkkA rnuarj 
vius pkpk eqdqanyky vxzoky ds 
laj{k.k esa mUgksaus f’k{kk ikÃA 
bykgkckn esa ch-,- dh mikfèk 
gkfly djus ds i’pkr~ d+kuwuh 
f’k{kk mUgksaus dkuiqj esa gkfly dh 
rRi’pkr~ ogÈ odkyr djus yxs 
FksA

dsnkjukFk vxzoky dk bykgkckn 
ls xgjk fj’rk FkkA bykgkckn 
fo’ofo|ky; esa vè;;u ds nkSjku 
gh mUgksaus dfork,¡ fy[kus dh 
'kq#vkr dhA mudh ys[kuh esa 
ç;kx dh çsj.kk dk cM+k ;ksxnku 
jgk gSA mudh lHkh eq[; —fr;k¡ 
bykgkckn ds ifjey çdk’ku ls 
gh çdkf’kr gqÃA ifjey çdk’ku 
dk  Hkh dsnkjukFk vxzoky 
ds fp= dk gh cuk;k x;kA 
dsnkjukFk vxzoky us ekDlZoknh 
n’kZu dks thou dk vkèkkj ekudj 
tulkèkkj.k ds thou dh xgjh o 
O;kid laosnuk dks vius dforkvksaa 
esa eq[kfjr fd;k gSA dsnkjukFk 
vxzoky dh dforkvksa dk vuqokn 
:lh] teZu] psd vkSj vaxzst+h esa 
gqvk gSA dsnkjukFk vxzoky dk 
igyk dkO;&laxzg ;qx dh xaxk 
vkt+knh ds igys ekpZ] 1947 esa 
çdkf’kr gqvkA 
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