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19TH PRAVASI BHARATIYA DIWAS CONVENTION (JANUARY 07 - 09, 2027)
™

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas

The 19th edition of the Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas (PBD) Convention will be held on 07 - 09 January 2027;
Kolkata, West Bengal. The Convention will be organized by the Ministry of External Affairs in partnership
with the State Government of West Bengal. The PBD convention will be inaugurated by Prime Minister of
India, Shri Narendra Modi. Rashtrapati Smt. Droupadi Murmu will confer the Pravasi Bhartiya Samman
Awards and preside over the Valedictory Session. The Convention will also have a Youth PBD segment.
The event will bring together Indian diaspora members, young diaspora leaders, entrepreneurs,
professionals, academics, innovators and other stakeholders from across the world. The Pravasi Bharatiya
Diwas Convention is the flagship event of the Government of India that provides an important platform
to connect and engage with the Indian diaspora and enable them to interact with each other. Pravasi
Bahratiya Diwas is celebrated on January 09 commemorating Mahatma Gandhi’s return to India from South
Africa on January 09, 1915. The 19th edition of this flagship diaspora engagement event will build on the
success of previous editions to foster the deep connections of the Indian diaspora with India, celebrating
their contributions to India and to the world.

The Diaspora Research and Resource Centre (DRRC)- Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP) — Bharat,
a leading organisation to work for the Indian Diaspora around the world, shall also organise an International
Conference, in collaboration with the University of Calcutta, on the sidelines of the 19t PBD convention
on 07 January, 2027 at Kolkata, West Bengal. Signing of an MoU with the University of Calcutta is also
proposed regarding the setting up of an International Centre for Diaspora Studies.




BHARAT’S CIVILISATIONAL JOURNEY HAD, FOR CENTURIES, BEEN A
STORY OF CULTURAL EXCHANGE: PRIME MINISTER MODI
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The three-day international conference on ‘Brihattar Bharat - Bharat’s Cultural Connections across the
Globe’ organised by the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts IGNCA) on the occasion of the
Centenary Year of the formation of ‘Brihattar Bharat Parishad (Greater India Society) on 16 October, 1926
by great historian Kalidas Nag, was inaugurated by the Union Minister of Culture and Tourism, Shri
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat. The conference was held from 14 to 16 October 2026 at Vigyan Bhawan, New
Delhi. Shri Vivek Aggarwal, Secretary, Ministry of Culture also delivered the introductory address. Dr.
Sachchidanand Joshi, Member Secretary, IGNCA, delivered the welcome address, while Dr. Arvind Kumar,
Joint Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Government of India, proposed the vote of thanks. An exhibition titled
‘Asia’s Shared Cultural Heritage” was organised during the conference.

The message of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was read by Shri Vivek Aggarwal, Secretary, Ministry
of Culture. In his message, the Prime Minister said that India’s civilisational journey had, for centuries, been
a story of cultural exchange. Centres of learning such as Nalanda strengthened the exchange of knowledge
between India and other parts of Asia, while Buddhist monks, scholars, traders and travellers carried Indian
ideas to different parts of the wortld through land and maritime routes. He expressed the hope that the
deliberations would further strengthen understanding of the historical and cultural ties between India and
the world and advance international cultural cooperation.

Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union Minister of Culture and Tourism, said that the Brihattar Bharat
Conference provides an opportunity to explore how the wisdom of the past can guide our future and how
cultural exchanges enable civilisations to share ideas, knowledge and artistic traditions. Shri Vivek Aggarwal,
Secretary, Ministry of Culture, highlighted that the Brihattar Bharat Project seeks to bring India’s ancient
cultural connections with the world to international recognition through collaborative, evidence-based
research involving scholars from around 51 countries. In his welcome address, Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi
said that the identity of civilisations is shaped not only by geographical boundaries, but also by the journeys
of ideas, the movement of people and the memories they leave behind. The encounters of merchants,
monks, scholars etc. from various parts of the world enabled cultures to engage in dialogue, learn from one
another and evolve, creating connections that continue to shape the world.

Prior to the inaugural session, a plenary session was held in collaboration with the Diaspora Research and
Resource Centre (DRRC) — Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP) under the chairmanship of
Ambassador Shashank, Former Foreign Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs and Former President of
Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP). The session featured Diana Mickeviciené, Ambassador of
Lithuania to India; Ambassador Jagnnath Sami, High Commissioner of Fiji to India; Amb. Ms. Hanisha
Jairam, Embassy of the Republic of Suriname in India, New Delhi; Ms. Lily Pandeya, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Culture; and Shri T.C.A. Raghavan, former diplomat and author, as speakers. Ms. Priyanka
Chandra, Director, ICR (International Cultural Relations) Division, Ministry of Culture, moderated the
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session. There were two special sessions, a). ‘Diaspora Communities, Cultural Preservation and
Civilizational Continuities’ chaired by Shri Abhijit Halder, Former Director General, International
Buddhist Confederation and Former Special Secretary, Government of India and co-chaired by Dr. Anita
Bose, National Museum Bangkok, Thailand & Dr. Manish Karmwar, Dept. of African Studies, University
of Delhi and b). ‘Diaspora Communities, Cultural Preservation and Civilizational Continuities’ chaired by
Amb. Sushil Singhal, Sr. Vice President, ARSP and co-chaired by Prof. Rajiv Nayan, head of Nelson
Mandela Centre for Peace & Conflict Resolution, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi and Prof. Gopal Arora,
Secretary, ARSP dedicated to diaspora studies. On the next day, a plenary session was also organised under
the chairmanship of Smt. Sudha Murty, Member of the Rajya Sabha. The keynote speakers of this session
were Dr. K. Mahesh, IAS, Secretary, Department of Art, Culture & Language, Government of India; Dr
Shashi Bala, Dean, Centre of Indology, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan and Dr. Uttam Kumar, Senior Fellow
of the Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses.

Addressing the valedictory session, Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi, Member Secretary, IGNCA, highlighted the
breadth of academic deliberations and the importance of documenting India’s cultural connections. Shri
Vivek Agrawal, Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Government of India, emphasised the need for partnerships
among institutions, scholars and stakeholders across countries to strengthen cultural collaboration and take
India’s message to the world. Shri Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, former chairman of Indian Council for Cultural
Relations (ICCR), reflected on the global presence of Indian philosophy, the Ramayana, folk dances and
traditional wellness practices. Shri Amitabh Kant, former CEO of NITI Aayog and India’s G20 Sherpa,
underlined the importance of learning from India’s civilizational wisdom, highlighting how traditions of
textiles, dance, music, theatre and regional histories have inspired shared cultural expressions across the
globe. The valedictory session concluded with a vote of thanks by Prof. D. C. Choubey, who acknowledged
the contributions of the distinguished speakers, scholars, institutions and all those who made the conference
a success. The conference witnessed participation from 50 countries, with over 1,350 delegates and 270
research papers presented across 28 sessions. The discussions highlighted the need for sustained academic
collaboration, evidence-based research and documentation, and cooperation among scholars, academic
institutions, India Friendship Societies and Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP) to promote
knowledge sharing and deepen international understanding of our shared civilisational heritage.

2026 NOBEL PEACE PRIZE AWARDED TO NAVI PILLAY, A SOUTH AFRICAN
NATIONAL OF INDIAN ORIGIN

The 2026 Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to Navanethem
“Navi” Pillay, former United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights, “for her efforts to promote peace and
international law.” The Norwegian Nobel Committee
recognized her lifelong commitment to human rights, her
contributions to international justice and her role in
advancing accountability for war crimes, crimes against
humanity and genocide. From challenging apartheid in South
Aftrica to shaping international criminal justice, Navanethem
“Navi” Pillay has spent decades defending human rights and
advancing the rule of law. Born in Durban, South Africa, in
1941, Pillay grew up under apartheid and experienced racial discrimination firsthand. In 1967, she became
the first woman to establish a law practice in Natal Province. In 1995, she became the first black woman
appointed as a judge to South Africa's High Court. That same year, she joined the United Nations
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, established to prosecute those responsible for the 1994

genocide and other serious violations of international humanitarian law. In announcing the award, the

Norwegian Nobel Committee emphasized Pillay's courage, integrity and contributions to strengthening the
international legal order. At a time when international law and the institutions responsible for upholding it
face growing pressure, the Committee reaffirmed that lasting peace depends on justice, accountability and
respect for the rule of law.




INDIA’S EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER, S. JAISHANKAR PUTS TWO-STATE
SOLUTION ALONGSIDE INDIA’S GLOBAL SOUTH PITCH AT UNGA

As India campaigns for a non-permanent seat on the UN Security
Council for 2028-29, Union external affairs minister S. Jaishankar used
his UN General Assembly address to foreground Global South
concerns over economic coercion, maritime security and artificial
intelligence, while making a rare explicit reference to a two-state solution
for the Israel-Palestine conflict.

At the General Assembly’s cavernous hall in New York, Jaishankar

delivered his fifth consecutive speech at the annual plenary, a run that began after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi last attended the UNGA in person in 2021. As has become customary in his UNGA speeches,
Jaishankar also devoted a section to terrorism, without naming Pakistan. He reiterated that India would
exercise its right to defend itself against terrorism and said that “friendship and goodwill cannot co-exist
with terrorism”. But perhaps one of the more notable departures in Jaishankar’s speech, compared to
previous years, came in his treatment of Palestine, where he used language that has not featured explicitly
in his previous annual General Debate addresses. The formulation is consistent with India’s longstanding
policy on the Israel-Palestine conflict, but its explicit appearance in Jaishankar’s annual UNGA speech is
striking.

A substantial part of Jaishankat’s speech was devoted to how economic interdependence was increasingly
being used as leverage, describing what he called the “weaponisation of everything”. The technology
reference also comes amid growing US-China competition over advanced technologies, which has led both
sides to put restrictions on exports. He stated these pressures were pushing countries towards “de-risking
and diversifying”. While such steps could protect countries’ interests to varying degrees, he said, “the overall
atmosphere is no longer that of trust or goodwill”. Jaishankar then turned specifically to the pressures facing
developing countries, saying the Global South was facing a “4F crisis” involving “the security of food, fuel,
fertiliser, and finance”. He linked this to a “super El Nino”, fertiliser shortages and impediments to grain
movements, while saying that progress on the Sustainable Development Goals was also under pressure. He
also said the Global South’s “right to industrialise” was being undermined by “non-market practices and
market denial”.

Separately, Jaishankar raised concerns about the impact of artificial intelligence, saying that technology that

was “meant to instil hope” had instead become “a source of anxiety”. Referring to the Al Impact Summit

hosted by India in February, he described Al as “a transformational driver for human empowerment,
economic prosperity and population scale problem solving” and said countries had the right to develop
their own Al models and deployment strategies according to their national priorities. In this virtual ‘stump
speech’, Jaishankar also highlighted India’s development and humanitarian work in the Global South, saying
“the deep solidarity of the Global South has always encouraged us to share what we have” and citing 600
major development projects in 78 countries across infrastructure, manufacturing, agriculture, IT and
capacity building. African nations and small island developing states, he named specifically, had been
preferred partners. He also cited India’s “first-responder” role in conflict zones and disaster-hit areas,
including assistance with food, medicine, energy and fertiliser needs.

Maritime security was another prominent part of this year’s address, with Jaishankar linking attacks on
commercial shipping to the wider disruption caused by conflicts. India is the second-largest suppliers of
sailors to commercial ships, which has resulted in a score Indians being killed in attacks on merchant vessels
by conflict players. Later, he said attacks had occurred “in the Gulf and from the Red Sea to the Black Sea”,
noting that Indian seafarers had lost their lives along with others. “India has joined Liberia and 23 other
partners in an initiative to rally global public opinion against such unwarranted targeting,” he said, stressing
that the safety of shipping and seafarers must not be compromised and that international law had to be
observed.




INDENTURED MEMORIAL DAY 2026
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The historic docks of the Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port, Kolkata (SMPK) turned into a space of deep
reflection and remembrance on September 15, 2026, as the port authority commemorated Indentured
Memorial Day. The event, held at The Dockyard Company, featured a special commemorative discourse
honoring the enduring legacy, resilience, and history of the Indian indentured diaspora. Between 1834 and
1920, the Kolkata Port served as the primary point of departure for hundreds of thousands of Indian
indentured labourers. These individuals left their homelands to work on sugar and rubber plantations across
distant lands, including Mauritius, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana, and Fiji. The Memorial Day
serves as a poignant reminder of their arduous journeys and their monumental contributions to the socio-
cultural fabric of their host nations.

The commemoration brought together an esteemed panel of international scholars, historians, and diaspora
representatives. Key speakers included Dr. Sarita Budhoo, Shri Ashook Ramsaran, and Smt. Sunita
Narayan, alongside prominent academic voices such as Prof. Ashutosh Kumar, Prof. Raj Sekhar Basu, and
Shri Aurgho Jyoti.

Dr. Sarita Budhoo GOSK, former president of Bhojputi Speaking Union, Mauritius and recipient of PBSA,
highlighted how the "Kala Pani" crossing was not just a forced displacement, but a journey of cultural
survival. She spoke about how labourers safeguarded their traditions, detailing how languages, folk music,
and religious epics like the Ramayan were passed down orally through generations. Smt. Sunita Narayan
(Australia) explored the unique socio-cultural fabric built within the indentured settlements. She focused
heavily on the struggles and resilience of women in the diaspora, explaining how hybrid cultural identities
were forged through shared adversity. Shri Ashook Ramsaran, (USA) emphasized the deep emotional and
structural bond that today's global Indian diaspora maintains with the city of Kolkata. He addressed the
need to honour memory and continuity, charting how descendants of "coolie" labourers have emerged to
become world leaders and corporate heads while preserving their ancestral links. Shri Aurgho Jyoti, (USA)
brought forward an architectural and spatial perspective, discussing the physical structures of the historic
Kolkata Memorial and the logistics of the early migration depots. Prof. Raj Sekhar Basu and Prof. Ashutosh
Kumar added rigorous academic contexts, detailing how migration changed global economics. They
outlined the complex legislative mechanics of the British colonial system, tracking the transition from
slavery to the indenture system across colonies like Mauritius and Fiji.

The event concluded with a renewed commitment by SMPK to preserve the port's archival heritage and
historical landmarks, ensuring that the stories of the indentured labourers continue to inspire future

generations. The commemoration successfully bridged the past with the present, reinforcing Kolkata Port's
pivotal role in global migration history.




INDIAN EMBASSY IN OSLO HOSTS CONSULAR CAMP FOR DIASPORA

The Embassy of India in Norway organized a consular camp
in Oslo to address the various consular requirements of the
Indian diaspora residing in the country. The seventh consular
camp of 2026 was held on Oct. 10 and 11, focusing on
members of the Indian community living in Bergen and nearby
regions. The initiative aimed to make consular services more
accessible to Indians living outside the capital and provide
them with an opportunity to address their documentation and
other consular needs. The event was attended by Indian
Ambassador to Norway Gloria Gangte, who interacted with
members of the community. During her visit, she highlighted various initiatives undertaken by the
Government of India for the Indian diaspora and discussed their role in strengthening bilateral relations.
In her interaction with community members, Gangte emphasized the important role they could play in
enhancing people-to-people ties between India and Norway. She also thanked members of the Indian
community in Bergen for their assistance in organizing the camp and facilitating its smooth conduct. To
encourage the participation of children accompanying community members, the embassy distributed Amar
Chitra Katha books. It also presented Incredible India postets to attendees, introducing them to India's
cultural heritage and tourism offerings. Earlier, the embassy had organized a consular camp in Tromse on
Oct. 3. The camp was held in collaboration with members of the Arctic University of Norway, extending
consular assistance to members of the Indian community in the region. During her visit to Tromse, Gangte
also interacted with members of the Indian diaspora and participated in celebrations marking Gandhi
Jayanti. Through its consular camps and community outreach initiatives, the Embassy of India in Norway
continues to engage with Indian nationals across different regions, facilitate access to consular services and
strengthen ties between the Indian diaspora and their homeland.

CANADA SEMINAR SPOTLIGHTS SUPPORT NETWORK FOR INDIAN WOMEN
IN CRISIS

A seminar was held in Canada to raise awareness about the
One Stop Centre for Women (OSCW) and the support —
services available to Indian women facing difficult

circumstances. The Consulate General of India in Toronto
hosted the seminar titled “Empowering Indian Women in
Canada”. The One Stop Centre for Women (OSCW) is a
Government of India initiative that offers a comprehensive
support mechanism, including access to legal assistance,
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services, helping women navigate challenging situations

with dignity and confidence. Consul General Mahavir Singhvi encouraged Indian women to approach the
OSCW whenever they need assistance, emphasising that no woman should hesitate to seek help. The
seminar brought together stakeholders working with women and vulnerable communities, including Peel
Regional Police, Sai Dham Canada, Elspeth Heyworth Centre for Women, the South Asian Women’s
Centre, Humans for Harmony, Ontario Health Alliance and other organisations. A ‘Women’s Safety
Awareness’ session was organized by the Peel Regional Police on personal safety, awareness of risks,
available support services, and practical guidance for women on accessing local law-enforcement and
community resources. An interactive Panel discussion with legal and mental health professionals covered
legal rights, legal aid, counseling and psychosocial support, community resources and avenues for assistance.
The Consulate reiterated its commitment to safeguarding the safety, dignity and welfare of the Indian
community in Canada while promoting women’s empowerment and access to support services.




FROM INDENTURE TO IDENTITY: HOW THE INDIAN DIASPORA IN THE
CARIBBEAN IS PRESERVING ITS CULTURAL INHERITANCE

For generations of people of Indian origin in the Caribbean, preserving cultural identity has meant carrying
traditions across oceans and adapting them to new homes. In Trinidad and Tobago, that legacy continues
to shape community institutions, religious spaces and efforts to keep cultural traditions relevant for younger

generations. Deoanand Deo Gosine, a Trinidadian-born engineer, businessman and community advocate
who has worked across Trinidad and Tobago, the United States and India, believes the story of the diaspora
is not only about remembering its origins but also about ensuring that its cultural inheritance remains

meaningful for future generations. “Our foreparents came to the Caribbean from Bharat, carrying with
them the teachings and traditions of Sanatan Dharma. They arrived in a distant land with very little, and
often with almost no material possessions. Yet they held on to their faith, their stories, their music, their
prayers and their traditions. Those traditions helped preserve us,” Gosine said. A significant part of that
preservation has taken place through community institutions. Gosine was among the early founders of the
Sanatan Dharma Mahasabha of West Indies Inc. Shiva Mandir in New York, which has evolved beyond a
place of worship into a community space for religious learning, cultural activities and family gatherings. The
mandir’s programmes include music and Ramayan classes, while weekly gatherings and religious events
bring together hundreds of community members. Gosine said young people account for more than 20%
of participants in its weekend programmes, highlighting the role of younger generations in carrying the
tradition forward. For Gosine, the Ramayan remains an important link between generations and geography.
“When our children learn the Ramayan, they are not simply learning an ancient story. They are connecting
with a part of the heritage that came with their foreparents,” he said. His community engagement has also
extended to professional and diaspora organisations, including the Society of Indo-American Engineers
and Architects and the Global Organization of People of Indian Origin (GOPIO). Gosine now believes
the next phase should focus on strengthening connections within the diaspora itself. He sees potential in a
“Diaspora Talks” platform that could bring together communities across the Caribbean, North America
and Bharat for dialogue, knowledge exchange and intergenerational conversations. “Our journey should
not end with remembering where we came from. We also have to think about where we are going,” Gosine
said.
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TORONTO TEMPLE CONSECRATES SHRI NILKANTH VARNI STATUE

A grand consecration ceremony of the Shri Nilkanth Varni
statue was held at BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir in
Toronto, honouring the youthful ascetic form of Bhagwan
Swaminarayan. The statue depicts Shri Nilkanth Varni in
tapasya mudra, a posture associated with austerity and
meditation. The posture symbolises perseverance, self-
discipline, renunciation and devotion, serving as an inspiration
for selfless service and the pursuit of universal peace and well-
being. Depicted standing on one leg with raised arms, this
divine posture commemorates Nilkanth Varni’s severe
penance and 7-year, 12,000-kilometer journey across India to
guide spiritual seekers and inspire universal peace, self-
discipline, and devotion. Nilkanth Varm is the youthful, ascetic form of Bhagwan Swaminarayan (born
Ghanshyam Pande), a major spiritual figure who founded the Swaminarayan Sampradaya. At just 11 years
old, following the passing of his parents, he renounced his home to embark on an extraordinary spiritual
quest. Mahavir Singhvi, the Consul General of India in Toronto, attended the religious event and
commended the temple’s contributions to community service and the preservation of Indian cultural
heritage. He also highlighted the role of faith-based institutions in fostering compassion, harmony and
community bonds.




GOPIO TO HOLD 2026 BIENNIAL CONVENTION IN MUMBAI

The Global Organization of People of Indian Origin (GOPIO), will
hold its 2026 Biennial Convention and Conference Dec. 18-20 at the
National Sports Club of India in Mumbai, bringing together members
of the global Indian diaspora for discussions on development,
entrepreneurship and community issues. The three-day convention
will be held under the theme “VIKASANA — Diaspora for Developed
India,” highlighting GOPIO’s focus on strengthening connections
between the Indian diaspora and India’s development efforts. The
conference will include sessions on emerging technologies,
investment opportunities, science and technology, entrepreneurship,
startups, mentorship and incubation. Other discussions will focus on diaspora collaboration, the
contributions of diaspora women, youth and young achievers, academic issues and the experiences of
diaspora seniors. The organization said the gathering will bring together leaders, professionals,

entrepreneurs, academics, scientists, community leaders and other members of the Indian diaspora from
around the world. GOPIO is also inviting nominations for its 2026 awards, which will be presented at an
awards banquet on Dec. 19. The awards will recognize NRIs and People of Indian Origin for achievements
in areas including science and engineering, technology and innovation, medicine and health care, law,
business and entrepreneurship, arts and literature, performing arts, public service and entertainment. The

organization will also recognize individuals for outstanding community service. Nominations must include
a brief biography detailing the nominee’s major achievements, honors and awards, community or public
service and contact information. The deadline for nominations is Oct. 10. GOPIO is also inviting
individuals interested in serving as speakers or panelists at the convention to contact the organization.

INDIAN-ORIGIN COUPLE DONATES $20 MILLION FOR US COLLEGE TO BE
NAMED AFTER THEM

An Indian-origin engineer couple donated USD 20 million to
the University of North Texas to set up a college of artificial
intelligence and advanced analytics. The college will be
named after them. The university announced that the new
college will be named Anuradha and Vikas Sinha College of
Artificial Intelligence and Advanced Analytics and will create
new opportunities for students and faculty.

"Vikas and Anu's commitment will create new opportunities
for our students and faculty to build, study and apply these
technologies while advancing central priorities of our Look
North: UNT 2030 strategic plan - reshaping how we prepare
students for a changing labour market, accelerating interdisciplinary research and innovation, and creating
enduring value for North Texas and the state," said UNT President Harrison Keller. The college will be
organised around the Division of Applied Intelligence and Informatics, focused on building and deploying
intelligent systems, and the Division of Information and Learning Applications, focused on how

Scraengzab fom e posted o Facsbook by nortenas

information and intelligent systems operate within human and institutional contexts. It will serve as an
academic and research hub focused on artificial intelligence, intelligent systems and data analytics. The
college will bring together expertise in areas including Al, cybersecurity, data science, advanced analytics,
health informatics, information science, library science and learning technologies.

Vikas and Anuradha came to the United States from India to continue their education after each earning a
bachelot's degree in civil engineering from Sti Venkateswara University, Uttar Pradesh. They both earned
graduate degrees from Florida Atlantic University, with Vikas going on to Northwestern University before
earning his PhD from UNT in 2023.
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CONFERENCE ON ‘BENEFICIAL EFFECT OF BRICS ON INDIA AND THE WORLD BY
GURUGRAM CHAPTER OF ARSP

SEas
Indian Council for
International Co-operation

Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad
——
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A conference was held on BRICS and its benefits in context with Indian economy as well as world economy
on October 3, 2026 by Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (ARSP), Gurugram Chapter.

At the outset, Amb. I. S. Chauhan spoke about formation of BRICS and to some extent, to counter UNO’s
permanent members dictate. He highlighted the core objectives of the BRICS i.e. Economic Cooperation
and Development, Global Governance Reform, Promoting a Multipolar World, Financial Autonomy,
Political and Security Coordination and Sustainable Development and Innovation. Amb. Vinod Kumar,
President, ARSP, spoke at length about BRICS summit held in India on 12 — 13 September, 2026 and its
achievements. As BRICS countries represent 50 % in population and 40 % of world business, he echoed
and emphasised about doing business in the countries of own currencies instead of petro dollars. Ms.
Manjusha Bhatnagar, former General Manager/Director, IOC/ ONGC and presently Independent
Ditector of Eastman, spoke about terrorism, Data Integration for disaster management and the relevance
of BRICS in the contemporary situation. She also emphasised on health services and sharing of technologies
by all the BRICS countries in health field.

In his concluding address, Amb. Rajesh Sachdeva highlighted the achievements of BRICS and
congratulated the organisers for holding the seminar on this important issue. Welcome address was
delivered by Shree T. N. Malhotra, Chairman of the Chapters Committee of ARSP. This conference was
organised under the guidance of Shree Avinash Mannan, President, Gurugram Chapter, ARSP and other
members of the executive committee.

LA CONSULATE TO CELEBRATE AYURVEDA DAY ON OCT 24

The Consulate General of India in Los Angeles will celebrate

Ayurveda Day on Oct. 24, highlighting the ancient Indian system
S 4= of holistic health and well-being. Held under the theme “People,
T ///\YURVEDA DAY | Planet, Prevention,” the celebration will focus on the role of
' Cims Wit fo  Healoir Tomon | Ayurveda, the traditional Indian system of medicine, in holistic
health, sustainable living and global well-being. The event at the
AON Center in downtown Los Angeles will include welcome
remarks, a keynote address and a wellness demonstration. The
consulate is organising the event in collaboration with the
: ‘& Southern California University of Health Sciences, the National
Ayurvedic Medical Association Certification Board, Chandika, Nutrition 360, Athreya, GIST USA and the
California Association of Ayurvedic Medicine. Ayurveda, which originated in India thousands of years ago,
emphasises balance of body, mind and environment and has drawn growing interest in the United States as
part of the wider wellness movement.
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